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Obfervations on the Nature, Kinds, Caufes, and Prevention of In- 
_ fanity, Lunacy, or Madnefs. By Thomas Arnold, M. D. Fal. I. 
8v0. 55. 34. boards. Robinfon. 


E have heard of a man of humour, who turned the 

Whole Duty of Man into a libel, by affixing the 

names of his acquaintance to the different vices reprehended 

in it. We fear we have, unintentionally, been guilty of a 
fimilar crime : | 





Huc propius me, 
Dum doceo infanire omnes. 


For, on reading the different {pecies of madnefs, fo minutely. 


defcribed in the volume, we alfo began to affix names, and-fo 
allot the whole ifland of Anticyra to the more notorians of- 
fenders. If the Stoical maxim be taken in the ftridteft fenfe, 
and we fear Dr. A: has laboured to extend it, that 47/ fools are 
mad, we muft enlarge our hofpitals and private’ receptacles ; 
half the kingdom might not contain them, and the moft ar- 
tional could only exclaim, | 


O major tandem parcas infane minori. 


But pleafantry apart; it is now unfuitable, for the fubje& 
before us is both ferious and interefting, though the moft 
humiliating to the pride of human reafon.—Dr. A. has given 
a very extenfive view of the different {pecies of infanity ; pro- 
_ pofes to trace their feveral caufes, and to point out the means 
of preventing them. He argues ftrongly in favour of a me- 
Vou. LIM, May, 1782. Y thodical 
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thodical diftinétion of the different fpecies of difeafes; and 
fpeaks with refpect of the fyftems of the feveral nofologitts. 
We allow, indeed, their utility, but would with to remark, 
that diftinction fhould be conducted with caution, and regu- 
lated by judgment ; otherwife, an ufeful difcrimination may 
degenerate into an affected refinement. We fufpect that Dr. 
A. who feems to poffefs great opportunities for obfervation, 
in confequence of his peculiar fituation, has been feduced by 
the appearance of regularity and method, to dilate his fubject 
beyond its proper bounds ; and we fufpect it, from obferving 
that, inftead of attending to the fats before him, he has ac- 
cumulated others, from a variety of authors, whofe fources 
are not always the moft refpeftable. Every circumftance of 
diftin&tion, which does not influence the methods of prevention, 
or cure, is a glittering trifle, unworthy the attention of a 
true philofopher. . We have fuggefted this ‘only as a /u/picion ; 
for the firft volume has, alone, reached us; and this only com- 
prehends the definition and arrangement. 

To enable our readers to judge of this matter, we fhall tran- 
{cribe the Table of Contents. 

© Set. I. Introduction. 3 

* Se&t. H. Whether Infanity prevails more in England than 
in other Countries. . 

« Sect. IIL. Of the Definition and Arrangement of Infanity. 

‘ A Table of the Species of Infanity. . 

' « ¥, Ideal Infanity. 1. Phrenitic Infanity.—z. Incoherent. 
—3. Maniacal.—4. Senfitive Infanity. 

‘ II. Notional Infanity. 5: Delufive Infanity —6. Fan- 
ciful—7, Whimfical.-8. Impulfive-—9. Scheming.—1o. 
Vain, or SeltImportant.—11. Hypochondriacal.—1iz. Pa- 
thetic. (1). Amerous Infanity; (2) Jealous. (3) Avari- 
cinctss (4) Mifanthropic. (5) Arrogant Infanity. (6) Iraf- 
cible, (7) Abhorrent. §(8) Sufpicious. (9) Bafhful. (10) 
Tithid.’. (11) Sorrowful. (12) Diftrefsful. (13) Noftalgic. 
(14) Superiitions. (15) Fanatical. (16) Defponding. 
13. Appetitive Infanity.’ “- : 

‘The idéal and notionaldelirmm, the two great hinges of his 
fyftem, may not be erfily underftood. Aftera long compa- 
rifon between Dr. Efartlay and Mr. Locke, the whole is re- 
folved. into this fimple propofition, generally known, and ea- 
fily comprehended, that the. mind may be deranged by the 
‘external objeéts exciting different ideas from what they have 
been accuftomed to proddce; or by the mind’s reafonmg ‘on 
the w/wal ideas, in an unufal rdanuer. ‘The firft, Dr. A. 
thinks is peculiar to both fever and madnefs ; the latter, to 
- Gaadnefs alone. Thefe diftinttions att very briefly oar 0 
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when we have a long digreffion, for it cannot relate to the 
fubje& then treated of, on the ancient ufe of the different terms 
mania, melancholia, &c. in ‘which much learning is very ufe- 
lefsly employed. We puthed through it, with ‘ honeft an= 
guifh, and an aching head,’ till we were alarmed by the ap- 
pearance of another digreffion, to fhow that the ancients were 
mever exact in their terms, and that it was very immaterial 
what were ix general employed. 

Would it be conftrued into a libel to fend a writing miafter’s 
ruler to Dr. A.?) We know that it is dangerous to fend a 
wooden fword.; but we think there is.a material difference. 
Our next faggeftion may require a greater apology ; ; but as fo 
many worthy eccentric men of our. acquaintance are heré 
brought under the difagreeable predicament of madnefs, and 
as we our/felves have fometimes felt that our, withers are not 
wholly unwrung, we would hint to Dr. A. that ue may be 
included in the tenth fpecies of notional infanity. This is no 
unfair allufion ; hear his own words. 

« Thofe whofe infanity is of this kind, difcover it. by vaft 
affectation of fcience, fagacity, and learning :~in perpetual 
effufions of nonfenfe for knowlege :—~in an oftentatious difplay 
of {craps of Greek, Latin, French, or other languages, which 
they repeat upon every occafion, without much regard to fenfe, 
or propriety ; and even in the uttering of an unmeaning jar- 
gon; which they with to pafs upon the hearers for fpecimens 
of their great attaimment, and wonderful fkill, in the lan- 
guages.’ 

We hope Dr. A. will.excufe us ; we will now be grave to 
the end of the work.—Spirit of Trophonius ! if thy.cave has 
nat yet loft its influence—But we fhall do very well without the 
invocation. | 

Dr. A. then. gives a very particular defcription of: the fe- 
veral fpecies of infanity ; and has extended the account, till 
he bewildered us by the multiplicity of his defcriptions.. He 
has fometimes certainly confounded other diforders with mad< 
nefs. The malleation, or ftriking on the knee as op a mallet, 
we have feen, without any concomitant affeétion of the mind, 
‘We indeed owe him fome gratitude for the extent of his com- 
pilation ; but he would have done more, if he had attempted 
lefs.-—If Dr. A. had methodized his owz views, and detailed 
his ows experience, we fhould haye fenfibly felt the obli- 
gation; that he was capable of it, he has evinced by a very 
connected and fatisfaGtory view of the eleventh {pecies of noe 
tional infanity, viz. the Hypochondiacal. We fhall tran{cribe 
it, as a more advantageous fpecimen of his abilities than any 
other part of the book. 
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_ have died raving.’ 
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‘ To the above general account of hypochondriacal in- 


‘fanity, let me add the following | more particular one, taken 


from a few very fimilar cafes which fell under my own ob- 
fervation in a fhort fpace of time, and in all of which it 
proceeded nearly in the fame courfe.—They were all men of 
rather a robuft habit of body, had ufed an attive life, but had 
indulged in late hours, and too much irregularity, diffipation, 
and drinking, The pulfe was generally full, and there was a 
frequent tendency to fever, which had been often increafed, 

together with an increafe of all the hypochondriacal fymp- 
toms, on catching, or feeming to catch, cold; an accident 
to which the patients were exceedingly liable. The tongue 
was, for the moft part, covered with a kind of pellucid, blutth 
white, film, an appearance not uncgmmon in feveral of the 
fpecies of infanity, and was generally moift. ‘The blood was 
of a dark colour, and of a loofe texture, but had a due pro- 
portion of ferum. Such patients were always fenfible of their 
diforder, complained of a hurry of fpirits, and confufion of 
the head, which were exceedingly diftrefling to them ; and of 
an inability to keep the mind from dwelling upon ‘certain 
thoughts, fuch as the hopelefs and deplorable nature of their 
unhappy diforder, or the pains in various parts of the body, 
which greatly harraffed.and difturbed them; and which they 
had not the power to avoid thinking of, and attending to, 
how much foever they might wifh, and endeavour, to divert 
their minds from thefe ceafelefs objects of their diftrefs, and 


anxiety. In this fituation they were ufually laughed at, or. 


chided, by their friends and acquaintances, for complaining 
wheii but little ailed them, and fuffering themfelves, as they 
termed it, to be hypped,- and vapoured, with imaginary, or 
trifling evils, for want of great and real ones.—As the dif- 
order, however incréafed, it afflumed a more alarming ap- 
pearance. The unhappy fufferer grew quite melancholy ; had 
ftrange and tertifying thoughts of the dangerous ftate of his 
foul; which, though unable to fupprefs, he was fill fen- 
fible were ¥owing to the difordered ftate of his body. This 
fenife, howéver, of his diforder at length went off; he then 
thought himfelf quite well, as to bodily health ; and, falling 
into a réligious melancholy, imagined he had committed fome 
unpardonable crime ; and, defpairing of ever regaining the 
favour of God, was difpofed to feize the firft opportunity of 
deftroying himfelf ; but if, through the vigilance of his 
friends, tio fuch opportunity could be obtained, he has ufually 
become maniacal, or phrenetic, and fome patients of this fort 
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The human mind, in its moft extravagant wanderings, pre- 
ferves fome confiftency ; and there is often a very intimate 
connection between the feveral cafes of its deviations from 
reafon. It would have been ufeful to have had the feveral 
gradations, from the flighteft errors of ideal infanity to the 
greateft extravagancies of madnefs, marked with precifion; to 
have feen them deduced from a confiftent fyftem of metaphy- 
fics, and fupported, not by a multitude of examples, but by a 
few well chofen hiftories, the dictates of the author’s own ex- 
perience. We recommend to Dr. A. a more attentive view of 
Dr. Hartley’s fyftem, as we are convinced that, in 47s fteps, 
he will find a: more connected and fatisfaétory profpect of his 
fubjeft, than by anyother method, In this way we may ex- 
pect his fucceeding volumes to be more compa, and confe- 
quently more> interefting than the prefent, in which he is fe- 
duced by every obje& which rifes to his view. Poetry, cri- 
ticifm, and other general fubjeéts, have often drawn him from 
his purpofe; and when we expect information, we meet with de- 
tails which have very little conneétion with his fubje&. In 
his general views we wifhed to have had fome notice taken 
of an obfervation of Dr. Wall’s, that the cyder-counties are 
particularly infefted with this dreadful malady. His authority 
is of confequence ; .and we fhould wifh to be informed, if it 
be fupported ‘by other obfervation. Our limited enquiries 
have not confirmed the opinion ; and we truft that this ufeful, 
and otherwife healthy beverage, will not undefervedly be 
thought liable to fo injurious an imputation. 

EHe-mentions the method of the ancients of curing mad- 
nefs by hellebore ; but does not feem aware, that we do not 
ufe the hellebore of Hippocrates, It has been long obferved 
that our 4/ack hellebore does not anfwerthe defcription given 
by the ancients; but it has not been attended to, that Taber- 
mzmontanus, -who publifhed his Herbarium in 1588, has 
pointed out the true {pecies. It is the helleborus niger tenui- 
folius buphthalmi flore of Cafpar Bauhine, the Adonis ver- 
nalis of Linneus, Sp. Plant. 771. We mention this as a cu- 
rious circumftance, worthy Dr, A’s attention. 

We fhall conclude’ our account with Van Helmont’s ows 
defcription of his ows madnefs; it is highly worthy of attention ; 
and thofe who have read his Treatife de Lithiafi will not 
think tis obfervations always defpicable. There are many 
curious facts recorded in his works ; and it is worth remark- 
ing, that the firft hint for the recovery of perfons, appa- 
rently drowned, is to be found in his writings on the Hy- 
rophobia. — : 

4 a. aaa ** T be- 
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-** J began to treat monkfhood in a variety of ways. And 
once, after flightly preparing the root, I tafted it with the tip 
of my tongue. But though f did not fwallow the {mallef par- 
ticle, and {pit a good deal after:it, yet I foon perceived my 
fkull to be externally bound tight, as with a broad bandage. 
Jaft then intervened a hurry of family affairs; I fettled an acs 
eount, went about the houfe, and did fuch other bufinefs as 
was requifite, At length, what I had never obferved before, 
f- was fenfible that I neither underftood, conceived, nor in 
any refpe& .exercifed the powers of underftanding or imagi- 
nation,.in the ufual manner, in the head: but perceived, 
with admiration, plainly, clearly, refleCiively, and.conftantly, 
that this whole bufinefs was performed in the breaft, and 
feemed to be expanded about the mouth of the ftomach: and 
this J perceived fo fenfibly, and diftinétly, and even fo atten- 
tively noticed, that though J, at the fametime, was confcious 
that fenfation and motion continued to be diftributed to every 
part of the body from the head; yet ‘the whole difcurfive, or 
reafoning faculty, as if the mind was then holding its deli- 
berations there, evidently and fenfibly refided in the breaft, 
to the total exclufion of the head. Full of admiration and 
aftonifhment at this uncommon fenfation, I ftrictly attended 
to my own conceptions, and began to examine both them, 
' and myfelf, ‘with more precifion. And I plainly cifcovered, 
and was fatisfied, that during all that time I comprehended, 
and reflected with more than my afual perfpicutty : infomuch 
that no words can defcribe ‘that fenfation by which J perceived 
that I performed the offices ‘of ‘the underftanding, and ima- 
ination, in the breaft, and notin the head, There was a 
‘kind of joyful delight in that intellectual illumination. Now 
it was not an affair of fhort duration, nor did it happen to 
me while I was fleeping, or dreaming, or in any refpeét dif- 
ordered ;. but while I was fafting ; and in ‘good health. And 
though 7 had before experienced feyeral ecftafies, yet I re- 
-marked that they had no refemblance whatever to this fen- 
-fation of reafoning and underftanding ‘in the breaft, which 
thus excluded all co-operation of the head. For] found by 
fenfible reflection, which I exercifed with as much attention 
as'if I ‘had been forwarned fo to do, that, fo far as the ima- 
gination was concerned, the head was totally unemployed ; 
for, I'remember, I wondered that the operations of the ima- 
gination fhould, ‘with a fenfible‘exultation, be. performed out 
ef the ‘brain, and in the neighbourhood of ‘the breaft. In 
the mean time I was fometimes held fafpended, in the midi 
of my delight, with the: fear left thefe unufual eae: 
Qu 
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fhould be "but the prelude to infanity-; fince they took their 
rife from a poifon : but this fear was counteraéted, by reflect- 
ing on the preparation which the poifon had undergone, and 
the very flight tafte I.had taken of it. But though this un- 
expected brightnefs, or joyous illumination of my underftand- 
ing, gave me reafon to be-fufpicious of this new mode of 
perception; yet a free and full refignation of myfelf to the 
divine will, at once reftored me to my former happinefs. At 
laft, after about two hours, I was twice feizcd with a kind 
of flight vertigo. In confegquence of the firft, I perceived 
that my intelleftual faculty was returned ; and of the fecend, 
that its operations were performed in the ufual manners 
Though, after this, I feveral times tafted of this fame monk 
hood, yet I never again experienced any thing fimilar, And, 
indeed, I learned abundantly enough from this one experi-= 
ment only.” 


Se 





Memoirs of Peter Henry Bruce, Efq. a Military Officer iu the Ser+ 
vices of Prufia, Ruffia, and Great Britain. fo, | 1. 15. 
T. Payne and Son. 


YyEMOoIRS are a {pecies of writing peculiarly adapted to 
afford entertainment, not only as they derive, for the 
moft part, their materials from original -authorities, but as 
they admit of a greater variety of fubjeéts than is compatible 
with the defign of general hiftory. It is alfo not the leaft of 
their recommendations, that they prefent us with a nearer 
view of incidents and charaéters than we can otherwife ob- 
tain; and that, in the profecution of fuch a narrative, we 
contract an intimate. acquaintance with the life and difpo- 
fition of the author,.~Thefe adyantages are common, ina 
greater or lefs ‘degree, to all memoirs; but they are par- 
ticularly difcernible in the work now before us ; which con- 
tains an account of feveral perfonages, concerning whom hif- 
torical information is either imperfe& or unauthenticated. 
Thefe Memoirs, which were originally written in German, 
the author’s native language, and afterwards tranflated by him- 
felf into Englifh, commence with an account of his defcetit, 
It appears that James Bruce and John Bruce, coufins and de- 
{cendants of the family of Airth in Scotland, formed a refo- 
lution, during the troubles about the middle of the laft cen- 
tury, to leave their mative country, in order to pufh their 
fortunes abroad. As there were fome fhips in the port of Leith 
xeady to fail for the ‘Baltic, they agreed to go together to 
that past of the world. But, there happening to be two of 
: Y4 the 
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the fhip-mafters of the fame name, the coufins, by an odd 
miftake, embarked in different veffels; one bound to Pruffia, 
the other to Ruffia, by which accident they never again faw 
each other. John Bruce, our author’s grandfather, landed at 
Konigfberg, in Pruffia; whence he went to Berlin, entered 
into the fervice of the eleétor of Brandenburg, and by degrees 
was advanced to the command of aregiment. This gentle- 
man had two fons, the younger of whom, James, was father 
to the author of the Memoirs, who was born at Detring-Caftle, 
in Weftphalia, in the year 1692. 

In 1706, the memorialift entered into the Pruffian fervice, 


_ and this year we are prefented with the following remarkable 
ftory of his landlady. 


¢ At the houfe where I lodged with the colonel, I was told 4 
very remarkable ftory that happened between my landlady and her 
former hufband. who was a native of this town; his name was 
Niepels, and was 4 captain of dragoons in the Dutch fervice; he 
courted our landlady at the Hague, fhe was the daughter of a 
merchant there, and after a folemn promife of marriage, he firft 
feduced, and then left her pregnant: her father was fo incenfed 
at her, that he turned her out of the houfe; but an aunt taking 
compaffion on her, kept her, till fhe was brought to bed, and at- 
. terwards fupplied her with a little money, with which, unknown 
to any of her friends, fhe equipped ‘herfelf in men’s cloaths, 
bought a horfe, and went and offered herfelf as.a volunteer in 
captain Neipels’ troop: her offer was accepted, and fhe continued 
fome time in the troop; the captain ufed fometimes to tell his 
yolunteer that he was very like an old miftrefs of his, but never 
had the leaft fufpicion that he was fpeaking to the very perfon: 
fhe ftaid till the end of the campaign, when captain Niepels, be- 
ing informed of his father’s death, left the fervice, and went 
home to take poffeflion of his eftate. By this accident fhe feemed 
to lofe fight of any opportunity to call the captain to an account, 
which was the fole motive of her adventure: however, the fol- 
lowed him, but laid afide the cavalier, and re-aflumed the fe- 

Male, and arriving at Maeftricht, fhe prevailed upon his maid- 
- fervapt (for a little money) to allow her to fleep in a private room 
jn the houfe for one night, as fhe was a ftranger, and did not 
chufe to lodge in any publicinn, Having thus broke the ground, 
and got admiffian, fhe had an opportunity to reconnoitre the 
houfe, particularly the captain’s apartment, who was aoggiad! 
abroad the whole day, at came home late at night. She kept 
very clofe, till fhe thought every body in the houfe was afleep, 
and then proceeding with a candle in one hand, and a poniard 
jn the other, to his bed-fide, fhe awaked him, and afked ‘if he 
knew her, and upon his demanding what had brought her there, 
fhe told him, that he now muft refolve to perform -his engage- 
ment to her, otherwife fhe was determined to put him to death, 
| The 
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The captain thought proper to refufe, and, at the fame time, | 


called to his fervants; but, before any of them could artive, the 
ftruck him in the. breaft; and notwithftanding all the defence 
he could make, fhe gave him feveral ot:er wounds in different 
parts of his body ; the fervants at length came to his affiftance, 
and finding their maiter ftreaming with blood, they fent for a 
magiftrate and guards to fecure her. In the mean time, the 
lady never offered to move off, but continued upbraiding him 
with his treachery, although he entreated her to fave herfelf, as 
he thought himfelf mortally wounded ; at laft the magiftrate came 
with a guardto condué her to prifon, which the captain would 
not fuffer, but begged them to fend for a prieft, to whom, on his 
arrival, he confefied how much he had injured the young wo- 


man, and defired the prieft, in the prefence of the magiftrate, to.» 


marry them without lofs of time, which accordingly he did: 
upon the furgeon’s declaring that none of the wounds were mor- 
tal, the guard was withdrawn, ‘and by the careful attendance of 
the furgeon, and the no lefs tender care of his now fpoufe, the 
captain foon recovered of his wounds. They lived afterwards in 
the greateft harmony for feveral years, till an ill-fated accident 
pur an end to his life: one evening they were walking together 
before the Trowen-Port, and pafling by an arfenal where a num- 
ber of old ufelefs arms were lying, a gentlewoman in their 
neighbourhood, with whom they lived in great intimacy, met 
them, and taking up an old rufty piftol, faid jdcularly to cap- 
tain Niepels, that it was decreed he thould die by the hands of 
a woman, which he actually did, for the piftol went off, and 
fhot him dead upon the fpot. He left three daughters, who were 
now marriageable ; his widow (our landlady), fome time after his 
death, married his nephew.’ 


At this early period of our author’s life, he went with his 
regiment to Flanders, to join the allied army ; the operations 
of which he relates with great accuracy. An accident which, 
he informs us, happened to prince Eugene, during the fiege 
of Lifle in 1780, deferves to be mentioned. His highnefs 
received a letter from an unknown hand; and, upon opening 
it, he found it contained a greafy paper, which, fortunately, he 
let fall upon the ground, His aid decamp, who’took it up, 
fmelled at it; and was inftantly feized with a giddinefs, for 
which they were obliged to have recourfe to medical affiftance. 
To evince with greater certainty the effects of the paper, it 
was tied about a dog’s neck ; and the animal, notwithftanding 
an antidote was adminiftered, died in twenty-four hours. 
When the officers, who attended the prince, exprefled their 
concern at the attempt which he had fo happily efcaped, he re- 
plied, ‘ You:need not wonder at it, gentlemen ; I have re- 
ceived feveral letters of this fort before now,’ 
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In. the winter of 1710, Mr, Bruce’s regiment ‘was quartered 
at Tournay, where, a little before, m the college of : Jefuits, 
was committed an enormity, with the account of which we fhall 
prefent our readers. 


« A fhoemaker, near the college, having a handfome wife, one 
of the fanctified fathers made frequent vifits to befpeak fhoes and 
flippers for ‘himfelf and others of the fraternity ; at length, giv- 
ing an order, he defired the fair. dame, when they were done, 
to bring them home to the cloifter, and receive the payment for 
them, and fhe accordingly carried them; fhe was admitted into 
the houfe, but never returned, which much alarmed the poor 
hufband and his neighbours, who were naturally led to enquire 
after her at the college, when they were told, that fhe had re- 
ceived the moncy and went away again : as the veracity of thefe 
fathers ‘was held facred, no body durft prefume any farther en- 
quiry at the college, and the woman could not be found. Some 
tew days after, a boy in the night-time getting into a garden, 
next to that of the Jefuits, to fteal fruit, faw from the top of a 
tree (being moonlight) thefe very holy fathers bufy in burying a 
eorpfe in the garden. The boy, knowing that the woman could 
not be found, told his father what he had feen; the father, who 
hived in the neighbourhood of the fhoemaker, immediately ac- 
quainted him of it, and they both, with the boy, went to the 
governor, who, upon their information, fent for the magiftrates, 
and they piibcettied altogether to the Jefuits college ; upon going 
ito the garden, the boy direéted to the {pot where he had feen 
the aan buried: upon digging there they found the body of 
the poor woman with her throat cut, and all her clothes torn in 
pieces. The fathers declared their ignorance and innocence of 
the whole matter, charging the foul deéd upon two of their fo- 
ciety who had difappeared. This was all the redrefs the poor man 
could get for the lofs of his wife, notwithftanding the boy de- 
elared there were eight of them at burying the body. The fhoe- 
maker, his neighbour, and his fon, thought it prudent to re- 
tire to Holland, where they turned Proteftants, to avoid the 
mercHefs vengeance of thefe 'facred fathers. This ftory was 
told me ‘by éveral officers, who were at that time in garrifon 
here.’ : 

_ ¥n the latter end of this year, the author of the. Memoirs, 
in confequence of an invitation frem his kinfman, general 
Bruce, of the ordnance, at Mofcow, quits the Pruffian, and 
enters the Roffian fervice, in’ the rank of captain: The ge- 
neral, it appears, had been remarkably diftinguifhed with ho- 
nours ; for he was at this time knight of four orders, viz. 
St. Andrew, the White Eagle, the Black Eagle, and the 
Elephant. Under fuch a patron, young Mr. Bruce, who 
-feems to have been endowed by nature with quick parts, and 
a pe- 
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a penetrating judgment, could not fail of rifing into eminen 


art. The narrative, after his arrival at Mofcow, prefents us 
with an account of. the Ruffian army, their nambers and 
cloathing ; his information concerning which may be con- 
fidered as indubitably accurate. For the fame reafon we fhall 
lay before our readers the authentic and particular account which 
he gives of the difgraceful iffue of the Ruffian expedition again 
_the Turks, in the year 1711 ; when the total ruin of the army 
was prevented only by a ftratagem contrived by the czarina, 


‘ The Turkith army furrounded us on all fides, with a de. 
fign to ftarve us into a furrender, and this they certainly would 
have done in a fhort time, had they not been too eager in at- 
tacking us, which they did three days and three nights together z 
but, fortunately for us, they attacked only one fide of our fquare 
at a time, which enabled us to relieve our wearied troops, trom 
time to time, as they became harrafied with fatigue, and it alfo 
enabled us to ufe our large train of artillery, which did great ex- 
ecution among them, and luckily they had none to annoy us 
with, as theirs was not yet arrived. 

‘ On the fourth day, the czar, being informed that our am- 
munition was all {pent to three charges of cannon and fmall-arms, 
ordered all the officers in the army, with a number of fele& men, 
to mount on horfeback and attend his perfon; his intention was 
to force his way through the Turkifi army in the night, and to go 
through Tranfilvania into Hungary ; but the czarina coming to 
the knowlege of this dangerous refolution, and forefeeing the ha- 
gard that would attend the czar, and the lofs and difgrace that 
would fall upon his arms and army, very luckily hit upon a 
better expedient, which faved us all from deftruction. She col- 
leéted all the money, plate, and jewels which were in the army, 
for which fhe gave her own receipt and obligation to pay the re- 
{pective owners, and with this valuable prefent fhe had the ad- 
drefs to prevail on the grand vizier to conclude a peace, and the 
tranfaction was immediately finifhed in the name of the field- 
marthal, without the czat’s knowlege, who was juft going to fet 
outon his very dangerous expedition, which her majefty ftopped, 
by telling him, that the grand vizier had agreed to concludé a 
peage on reafonable terms. This piece of confummate female 
difcretion was followed by a moft punctual difcharge of her obli- 
gations for the plate, &c. on her return home. ‘The principal 
conditions of the peace, on our part, were to deliver up to the 


Turks, Azoph, Taiganrog, and Caminiek, and that our troops — 


fhould evacuate Poland ; for the performance of which, the vice- 
chancellor Schafirof, and major-general count Zeremetof, were 
delivered as hoftages. They infifted alfo, that prince Cantamire 
of Moldavia fhould ‘be delivered up to them; but were told, 
that the prince had left our camp ; which, indeed, was — 
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by moft of ourfelves ; for the treaty was no fooner thought on, 
_ than the czarina fhut him up~in her own coach, which was 
known only to the fervant who carried him his victuals. The 
¢ezar ever afterwards entertained a great regard for prince Can- 
tamire, and gave him feveral landed eftates both in Ruffia and 


the Ukraine, befides fettling a penfion of 20,000 rubles a year 
wpon him.’ : | 


The retreat of the Ruffians, we are told, was produétive of 
an unfortunate incident to colonel Pitt, an officer in that army. 
Immediately on decamping from thie fatal banks of the Pruth, 
he loft both his wife and daughter, beautiful women, by the 
breaking of one of their coach-wheels. By this accident, 
they were left fo far in the rear, that the Tartars feized and 
earried them off. The colonel applied to the grand vizier, 
who ordered a ftri€t enquiry to be made, but without effect. 

The colonel, being afterwards informed that they were both 
carried to Conftantinople, and prefented to the grand feignor, 
‘obtained a paffport, and went thither in fearch of them, 
‘Getting acquainted with a Jew doétor, who was. phyfician to 
the feraglio; the doétor told him, that two fuch ladies ds he 
defcribed, had lately been prefented to the fultan; but that, 
when any of the fex were once taken into the feraglio, they 
were never fuffered to quit it more. The colcnel, however, 
tried every expedient he could devife to recover his wife, if 
-he could not obtain both; until becoming outrageous by re- 
peated difappointments, they fhut him ap in a dungeon, and 
it was with much difficulty he got releafed by the interceffion 
‘of fome of the ambaffadors at the court.. He was afterwards 
told by the fame doétor, that both the ladies had died of the 
‘plague ; with which information he was obliged to content 
-himfelf, and return home. 

Immediately after the peace with the Turks, captain Bruce 
was fegt exprefs with difpatches from the czar to baron Scha- 
firof, at Conftantinople ; of which city, as wellas of the go- 
vernment, religion, manners and cuftoms, of the Turks, “he 
gives an entertaining defcription. Though the captain’s 
itay in the Turkifh capital was but fhort, yet as he de- 
rived his information refpecting thofe particulars, from the 
baffa who efcorted him on his journey, his intelligence may 

be confidered as well founded; and we fhall therefore pre- 
fent our readers with an extract from this part of the work. 


¢ The Turkifh religion, as our author obferves, acknowleges 
four prophets; Enoch, Mofes, Jefus Chrift, and. Mahomet ; 
they believe that Judas, who intended to betray his mafter to 
the Jews, was by them crucified in his ftead, and that Chrit 
a was 
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was tranflated into heaven; they upbraid the Chriftians with 
folly and impiety, for believing that he, whom. they adote as 
God, was put to fuch a fhameful death, and the very fight of 
a crucifix fills them with anger and rage. ‘They believe that 
Chrift will come to judge the world, but that he will firft reign 
a thoufand years upon the earth, and marry, and beget chil- 
dren; but they will not acknowlege a Trinity of perfonsin the 
Godhead, alledging, that {uch an opinion would abfolutely de- 
ttroy the unity of that fovereign Being, without which he could 
not be God. ‘They fay that Chrift was. fucceeded by Mahomet, 
after whom there fhall come no other prophet. ‘They believe 
that there is an infinite number of angels, fome good, others 
bad; fome white, others black: they imagine, that every man 
has two angels who conftantly attend him, the one writes down 
all his good, the other all his bad actions. They are of opinion, 
that the fouls of the wicked enter not into hell till the day of 
judgment, but remain with their bodies in the grave, where they 
are tormented by the black angels till the laft day, when they will 
be. fent to hell, and fuffer molt cruel punifhments for a certain 
ptriod, according to the enormity of the crimes they have com. 
mitted in this life, at the expiration of .which they will be re- 
. leafed and admitted into paradife, where they will enjoy the fame 
happinefs that is appointed for good men ; for, fay they, it is in- 
confiftent with Divine goodnefs to punifh a being eternally for the 
offences of fo fhort a life. They pray five times a day; at day- 
break, noon, three o’clock, fix o’clock, and an hour after the 
clofe of the evening : on’ Friday, being their fabbath, they af- 
femble for public worfhip, when the Iman, or prieft, fays prayets, 
and delivers a kind of fermon, or exhortation,’ to his hearers, but 
none of their women are fuffered to appear at their public de- 
votions. They keep Lent, which laits thirty days, and they 
are obliged to faft every day from morning till night during all 
that time, being permitted neither to eat, drink, or fmoak ta- 
bacco: lent ends with the moon, and every body is fo impatient 
to fee the new deliverer that is to releafe them from their loathed 
abftinence, that they run to the tops of houfes, and even of 
mountains to fee its rife; and as foon as it peeps in the horizon, 
they falute it with feveral reverential bows; their caftles alfo 
proclaim the welcome news by repeated difcharges of their. great 
guns: the three fucceeding days are {pent in mirth and jollity, 
They are. allowed at na time to eat hog’s flefh, or drink wine. 
They are fo entirely abforbed in their faith of predeftination, 
that they ufe no precautions in the time of the plague; and are 
offended at the Chriftians for taking care of their health on fuch 
occafions, by fhunning the houfes where the infection is, aflert- 

ing that they ought not to forfake dying or dead-men. 
¢ The plague, which fweeps away fuch vaft numbers of the 
inhabitants, feems in fome degree neceffary to the prefervation of 
the country, as they are increafed one fifth part of their number 
yearly ; which is eafily accounted for, when it is confidered that 
? : every 











































SSS 


SaaS ee 











934 Memoirs of Peter Heary Bruce, E/fq. 


every man is allowed to marry four wives, and keep feveral con- 
cubines ; and there are befides, fifty thoufand flaves brought into 
Turkey every year; fo that the country would foon be over- 
ftocked with inhabitants, and the people in danger of ftarving, if 
their numbers were not curtailed by this malady: yet, notwith- 
ftanding the terrible havoc made by the peftilence, the land is 

ftill full of people. 
¢ Their manners and cuftoms, as I obferved before, are op- 
wen to ours in almoft every refpeét: they are fo far from. ftu- 
ying to improve their underftanding, that they in a manner 
glory in their ignorance; and their ambition is fo fmall, that 
they never attempt any thing that has not fome fordid interefted 
view for its object; living for the moft part a reclufe and lazy 
lite, fearce ever looking beyond the {phere of their own fami- 
hes ; and provided their wives are handfome, their horfes well 
curried, and their fervants fubmiflive and refpeétful, they have 
not the {mallet curiofity about the affairs of the reft of the world. 
Contented with their jot, they fit whole days on a fopha, with- 
out any other occupation than drinking coffee, fmoaking, or ca- 
reiling their wives; fo their whole life is a continual revo- 
lution of eating, drinking, and fleeping, intermixt with fome 
dull recreati:ms. Yet they cannot be accufed of luxury in eating, 
for a fowl boiled with rice, coriander-feed, and fugar, is the bett 
dith that is ferved up, (which they call pilaw) ; that, with a dith 
of fifh, &c. and a defart of fweetmeats, makes their meal. When 
the hour of dinner comes, a fervant brings an o¢tangular table of 
walnut-tree, inlaid with ivory, not above afoot and a half dia- 
gneter, which he places on the fopha, and having laid the cloth, 
ferves up the difhes one after another; another fervant fpreads a 
napkin on his matter’s knees, and flands behind him to carve 
and help him to what he choofes, for it is beneath the grandeur 
of a Turk todo any thing for himfelf. They never drink at 
meals, though they are in no hurry in difpatching them,. but as 
foon as the table is removed, a fervant brings a cup of fherbet, 
and then the coffee and tobacco, with which his mafter beguiles 
the reft of the day : their veffels are ali earthen or porcelain. 
At night amat, fheets, and coverlet, are brought, and they fleep 
in the fame place where they ate, drank, fmoaked, played, and 
_ Ioitered all the day. This is their conftant courfe of life, after 
| they ceafe to be youths ; for from the age of fifteen to twenty 
they learn the ufe of arms, the art of riding, the bow, throwing 
the dart, and other exercifes of that nature; and, indeed, they 
are excellent horfemen, notwithftanding their high faddles and 
fhort flirrups, for they rule their horfes with great dexterity 
without whip or fpur, inftead of which they ufe a batoon, three 
feet long, holding it by the middle, and ftriking with the ends a 
they find it neceflary to direct the-horfe’s motion. Their horfes 
are very fwift, and ftretch themfelves fo far, in running, that 
their bellies feem to. touch the ground. The Turks throw the 
dart fo admirably well on. horfeback, that they hit the muh a 
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full fpeed, very feldom miffing their aim ; and what is more fur. 
prifing, they will throw their batoon as far before them as they 
can, and following at full fpeed, catch it on the ground as the 
horfe paffes, without giving him the leaft check.’ 


This well-informed writer has not failed to favour his 
readers with the extraordinary hiftory of the emprefs Catharine; 
and with the no lefs extraordinary rife of prince Menzikoff, 
who proved, in a fecondary manner, the means of her amazing 
elevation. We are next entertained with a particular defcrip- 
tion of the city of Mofcow, an account of the perfons of the 
Ruffians, and the-manners both of the gentry and the come 
mon people. Murders, we are told, are fo frequent in Mof- 
cow, that few nights pafs without fome people being found 
dead in the ftreets in the morning. The robbers goin ftrong 
parties, and kill before they rob. The weapon ufed by thofe 
villains is a long ftick with a round knob atone end, and made 
heavy with iron ; with which they knock a perfon down .at 
one ftroke. It has been affirmed, that gangs of them were 
protected by fome of the nobility, who partook of the booty ; 
and this affertion our author believes to be not ill-founded. 
The highways are alfo much infefted by a banditti, called 
Rafbonicks, who make it very dangerous travelling in many 
parts of Ruffia. The following extract contains an account of 
two efcapes, made by the czar Peter the Great, from the fury 
of thofe lawlefs ruffians. 


¢ A gentleman of the name of Knipercron, whofe father had 
been retident£rom Sweden before the war, told me, how the czar 
himfelf had been attacked in his younger days: his majefty fre- 
quented their houfe very often, and always fhewed a great re- 
gard for their family. One evening the czar intending them a 
vifit, being only attended by two fervants, the one riding before 
and the other ftanding behind the fledge, up comes a fledge with 
eight Rafbonicks in it, and were juit going to faften his fledge: to 
theirs with a grapling-tron,-which they commonly make ufe of 
on thefe occafions; but the czar being then young, fiout, and 
vigorous, got up, and feized one of the robbers by the hair of 
his head, and pulled him out of their fledge; and keeping his 
hold, drove out-of their reach, dragging the fellow along with 
him till he reached the refident’s houfe, which was not far, and 
entered to their great furprize, all in a fweat, fuill holding the 
fellow by the hair. He ordered the gates to be immediately 
fhut, that none of the fervants might go out till he had examined 
the robber. When the fellow underftood that it was the czar 
they had attacked, he fhook and trembled, faying if they had 
known who he was, they would not have meddled with him, 
and then begged he might be put to death without being put to 
. : the 
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the torture; to this his axa confented on condition he difco- 
vered the reft of his gang; but this the fellow would not do 
without a promife of his life and a reward, which was alfo 
granted him, and he went with a detachment of foldiers to the 
rendezvous of his companions, and coming to the houfe, he called 
to them to open the door; on hearing his ‘voice they directly 
opened it, and in rufhed the foldiers, and feized not only his 
feven accomplices, but thirteen others of the fame gang, who 
were {oon after all executed except the informer. 

* At another time the czar was attacked on his way from Mof- 
cow to Novogorod, when he was attended by four fervants 
only ; going from Twer, he was ftopt by a {trong party of Raf- 

nicks, on which he immediately jumped out of his fledge, 
with a fword drawn in one hand, and a cocked piftol in the 
other, and told thenr he was the czar, afking them what they 
wanted ; they replied, they were poor fellows reduced to great 
want, and as he was their lord and matter, he was the propereft 
perion to relieve them; he toid them he had no money about 
him ; to which they anfwered, if he had they would take none 
from him, but defired him that he would give them a written 
order to the governor of Novogorod for what fum he pleafed to 
beftow upon them, begging that it might be fuch as would re- 
lieve them from their {traits ; the czar then afked them, if one 
thoufand rubles would be fufficient ; and on their faying it would, 
‘he wrote an order for that fum payable at fight, and for which 
they direétly difpatched one of their number, who very foon re- 
turned with the money ; they then obliged the czar to return to 
‘Twer, and to pledge his ‘royal word not to profecute, or ever 
enquire after them, promifing to amend their lives and become 
good fubjects for. the future, Inftead of proceeding to Novogorod, 
the czar returned back to Mofcow.’ 


We may readily imagine what difficulties muft have been 
encountered by this great prince, in endeavouring to civi- 
lize a nation of fuch a vaft extent, and of which the inhabit- 
ants had been bred up from their infancy. in habits of fero- 
cioufnefs and violence. ) 

We thall referve, until another opportunity, the farther ac- 
- count of this work, which contains a variety of. anecdotes, 
and derives much additional merit from the authenticity of 
Mr. Bruce’s information ; to which his rank and connexions, 
as well as his perfonal concern in many of the occurrences, 
afforded him the moft favourable accefs.. 


[To be continued. | 
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Travels in Europe, Afia, and Africa; defcribing Chara&ert, 


Caftoms, Manners, Laws, and Produ&ions of Nature and 
Art, Sc. Two Volumes, 8v0. 125. boards. Murray. 


MIDST the numerous produétions which have been pub- 
lithed of late years, relative to different parts of the 
world, the prefent is ore of the few travellers who have de- 
viated from the’ common path, and informs as well as enter- 
tains his‘readers, with excurfions into political fpeculation, He 
feems to have vifited the feveral continents of Europe, -Afia, 
and Africa, with a mind peculiarly difpofed to ufeful remarks 
and enquiries; and he has ftudied rather to explore the fo- 
reign interefts of Britain, than to gratify the public curiofity 
with reiterated defcription. We would not, however, be un- 
derftood, as meaning to convey the moft diflant idea, that he 
gives an imperfect account of his travels and voyages: on the 
contrary, he omits few objeéts which merit the attention of a 
philofophical obferver ; and, in many places, he correéts the 
mifreprefentation of former narratives. 

Thefe Travels are written in a feries of letters, addrefled to 
different perfons ; and the fcene lies chiefly in Afia and Africa. 
Their principal obje& is to furnifh fome hints for the eftablith- 
ment of fuch political arrangements in India, as may be 
equally conducive to the interefts of that country and of Eng- 
land : to compofe the diftractions of the Mogul empire, by 
reftoring the king of Delhi to his hereditary throne; by form-. 
ing an alliance between that prince and Great Britain, on 
principles of mutual fecurity and advantage; and by fixing 
the limits, and fettling the claim of fubordinate ftates: to 
refcue millions of mankind from anarchy and oppreffion ; and 
to eftablifh among them fuch regulations in polity, as would 
prove the means of opening new fources for the improvement 
of agriculture, manufactures, and commerce. Thefe are the 
laudable and important fubjeéts, profecuted, in the letters now 
under our confideration, and which are treated by the author 
with a confiderable degree of ability. 

The firft letter prefents us with a defcription of Antwerp ; ; 
and an account of the advantages which encourage the em- 
peror to cultivate commerce.—The fecond defcribes the man- 
ner of travelling in barks on the canals of Auftrian Flan- 
ders ; where the author, after mentioning fome other fubjetts, 
propofes a plan of reconciliation between ‘Great Britain and 
her revolted colonies.—In the third, he takes a view of the 
polity of France, compared with that of England. In this 
letter, which is dated from Paris, the thirteenth of Novem- 
ber, 1777, the author informs his correfpondent, that France 
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cannot much longer conceal her hoftile preparations againft 
Great Britain, the power of which, if poflible, the is deter- 
mined to reduce. He gives it as his opinion, that fhe will 
commence hoftilities againft the Englifh fettlements both in 
the Eaft and Weft; but that the ftorm, will fall firft upon the 
Eaft. Whatever may have been the fecret defigns of France at 
the period above mentioned, our author has been miftaken 
with refpect to the latter part of his prediGtion. It might be 
unjuft however thence to conclude, that he fpeculated upon 
erroneous principles ; ; and that France adopted, in her mi- 
litary operations, the moft advantageous condué& which po- 
licy could fuggeft. The author afcribes to lord Stormont the 
folé merit of warding off the combination of France and Ame- 
rica fo long ; a circumftance, probably, which will not obtain 
the moft extenfive credit. Of the official and private character 
of this nobleman, we meet with the following reprefentation. 


‘ The views and arts of the Americans have been counter- 
acted at the court of Verfailles by the penetration and vigilance 
of lord Stormont, with greater fuccefs than they could have 
been perhaps by any other nobleman in Britain. His manner and 
addreis in the common intercourfes of life, are in the highett 
degree polite and courtly : but his deportment, when he appears 
in his official character, is divefted of all fofinefs, and marked by 
a rigid inflexibility, and even a commanding fternnefs, which 
confounds the fubtle courtiers of this country, and renders all 
their attempts to amufe abortive. They fay here, that it is evi- 
dent my lord Stormont was formed for public bufinefs at the 
courts of Germany. Unpopular as lord Stormont generally is in 
this city, he is univerfally refpected on account of his political 
knowlege and his learning. It is a fingular fpectacle to behold 
an ambaffador devoting his vacant hours to the fludy of Roman 
and even Greek literature.’ 


The fourth letter, dated the 1ft of January, 1778, treats of 
the hoftile preparations at L’Orient.—The fifth contains far- 
ther information on the fame fubje&t, with a defcription of 
L’Orient and Nantz.—lIn the fixth, letter, which is dated the 
12th of May, 1778, and addreffed to a noble lord, at that 
time high in. the Britifh adminiftration, the author delineates 
the political fyftem of France, relative to India; and fuggefts 
what he thinks the moft effectual means of fecuring our in- 
terefts in that country.—The feventh letter contains fome 
particulars refpecting not only M. St. Lubin, a French par- 
tizan in India, but Hyder Ally Cawn —The eighth gives an 
account of the author’s veyage to India ; with a defcription of 
the company, apartments, and entertainment in a French 
aly, in which he was obliged to take his Paflage for that con- 
tinent. 
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tinent.—-The next letter is a continuation of the fame fubje&, 
«The twoimmediately following are addreffed to genefal Belle- 
combe, the French commander in Pondicherry ; to whom the 
author, in confequence of the ruptute between Great Britain 
and France, was obliged to fue for protection.—The twelfth 
contains the general’s anfwer to thofe applications.T he thir~ 
teenth letter defcribes the author’s captivity, with the various 
hardfhips which he fuffered.—The fourteenth is addreffed to 
the chevalier de la Brillane, foliciting a deliverance from im+ 
prifonment : and the anfwer to that requeft is the fubje& of 
‘the fifteenth letter. 

Paffing over feveral fubfequent letters, partly relative to the 
author’s captivity, and partly to Indian affairs, we come to 
the fourteenth, in which he difplays fome political knowlege 
concerning the ftate of the Seven babs, faa which, 
in hits opinion, are evidently tending to decay. A few paf- 
fages from this letter will, at leaft, convirice our readers of 
the author’s ingenuity, in anticipating, from theoretical prin- 
ciples, the event which he has fo confidently predicted. 


¢ You may be affured, fays he, my friend, that there is not a 
government on earth which, with fo much art and fuccefs, con- 
ceals from public view, and in fome meafure even from itfelf, 
the dangerous precipice over which it is fufpended, as the high 
and mighty ftates of Holland. When it falls,.as it muft do, 
pofterity will be loft in enquiring into the circumftances which 
{erved fo long as props to the bafelefs fabric. 

¢ It is well known, that of all the branches of Dutch comi- 
merce, that: with India has ever been confidered, both by thems 
felves and foreign nations, as the chief. It was this that enabled 
them to contend with fuccefs againft Philip II. and Philip III, 
of Spain, the moft powerful monarchs of the age in which they 
lived. The gold of the weftern world, and the renown of the 
Spanifh name, were oppofed in vain to the’rich productions of 
the Eaft, and the perfevering induftry of an infant republic, cons 
tending for religious and civil liberty. 

¢ That branch of commerce which firft exalted them, the 
Dutch nation ftill regard as the chief fource of their wealth. 
It is this that is the grand fupport of their hope and their 
pride. They well know, that in an enlightened age they can- 
not enjoy thofe advantages which in times of obfcurity they de- 
rived from prudence, perfeverance, and refolution ; and above all, 
from neceiflity, the mother of invention ; and diftrefs, the parent 
of virtue. The nations of Europe do, many of them, manufacture 
or import thofe articles themfelves, with which they were for- 
merly fupplied from Holland. The rocks of St. Euftatius and 
Saba, and the fand-bank Curacoa, are adapted only to the clan- 
deftine trade to which they have been made fubfervient, againft 
the faith of nations and of ur Their fettlements between the 
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Oronooke and the Amazon, on the continent of South America, 
have, by a conduct unworthy of the defcendants of thofe who 
fought tor religion, liberty, and juftice, under the banners of 
the firft William prince of Orange, fallen into a difcredit, which, 
added to the expenfive labour of draining and clearing the land, 
the maintenance of fubordination, among flaves. on a continent, . 
and that unhealthfulnefs of climate which has proved fatal to 
procreation, threatens the decline of this once promifing colony. 
{tis to-Afia alone that the Dutch look, with fond hopes. of 
drawing the means of private and public profperity. But when 
the famed eftablifhments of the Dutch in the Eaft are ftripped of 
their falfe glare and external ornaments, a poor emaciated body 
appears, with all the fymptoms of a galloping confumption. 
‘1 heir Eaft India trade has elevated them into an air too fine for 
the refpiration of fuch heavy bodies, and threatens to hurl them 
back into their original morafs.’— 

— ‘ The vain, pompous, and ridiculous ftate difplayed by the 
Dutch Eaft India Cofhpany in Batavia, together with thofe nu- 
merous governments by which they maintain their oppreifions, 
has not only divefted the directors in Europe of their conftitu- 
tional authority, and transferred it to their fervants in Afia, the 
mighty lords of their own creation; but has devoured, or di- 
_ verted into private channels, that gain which arifes from their 

ufurpation, but which might have been obtained by means lefs 
oppreffive, and more confonant to jutftice. 

‘ From thofe ideas of imaginary power, influence, and wealth, 
expected from the trade with India, proceeded, firft the negleé, 
and then the entire abolition of manufactures, which, in an ar- 
tificial country like Holland, is the only fource of population. 
The fame falfe ideas have introduced luxury, and a fpecies of 
mixed affectation, partaking of the frivolity of the airy French- 
man, and the auftere, haughtv referve of the free-born me pe . 
From thefe two fatal caufes, the introduction of luxury, and the 
decay of manufactures, the United Provinces have been gra- 
dually depopulated, and the principles of their inhabitants have 
greatly degenerated. Indolence and pleafure, the parents of idle- 
nefs and corruption, have undermined the foundations of a re- 
-public which was founded on induftry, temperance, and fru- 

ality. , 
= The population and wealth of this celebrated republic, are 
now almoft wholly confined within the gates of two cities: I 
mean Amfterdam and Rotterdam. The ftanding army of ‘the 
itates general, in times of profound peace, confifting of 38,000 
effeftives, contain not in that number 2,000 natives. The na- 
vigation of the republic is carried on by a number of feamen, 
of which three-fourths are foreigners.’ 

— * The boafted wealth of Holland is univerfally mifconceiv- 
ed, and ina great meafure imaginary. Her extenfive trade is 
carried on -by a circulation, whereof credit is the bafis; and 
that credit is founded on a tenuré more vague than even its 
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eaftern fpeculations, becaufe it is blended with the profperity 
and honour of other nations, and becaufe the republic wants 
power to enforce its claims, in cafe of any delinquency arifing 
from injuftice, caprice, or neceffity.’ 


However the Hollanders may difregard, as imaginary> 
our author’s prognoftications refpeéting their political con- 
fumption, of the progrefs or even of the exiftence of which 
they are not confcious, they muft indeed be weak politicians, 
were they not able to forefee, that the interefts of their re- 
public. would be effentially affected, if ever Great Britain 
fhould be reduced to acknowlege the fuperiority of the French 
arms. We therefore agree in opinion with this writer, that 
if the public credit of Britain be fhaken, the commercial, 
and, of courfe, the public credit. of Holland will alfo be 
endangered. . 

In the twenty-fixth letter we are prefented with an account 
of the Dutch fettlement at the Cape of Good Hope; where 
their territories extend, according to computation, four hun- 
dred and fifty miles from eaft to weit, and two hundred and 
fifty towards the north. | | 


‘ In this extenfive domain, fays our author, the power of kind 
nature forcing its way in fpite of the oppreffive genius of an'ex- 
clufive company, the’ population amounts nearly to 17,000, of 
fair European defcent, and about 30,000 flaves, Africans and 
Afiatics. The Aborigines of the country, who are called Hot- 
tentots, and who are of a mild and tractable difpofition, have 
been eafily reduced to the condition of abedient fubjects. They 
are a quiet and inoffenfive people, ufeful to the Dutch in man 
refpects, particularly in the management of flocks and herds of 
cattle. ‘lhey have been very much mifreprefented in Europe : 
and it is furprifing that the fictions which have been propagated 
concerning them, fhould fo long have gained credit in the world, 
It is not true that they are in the practice of eating raw flefh, or 
that they entwine their bodies with the entrails of cattle. They 
prepare their food with fire ; and their clothing confifts of a drefied 
hide, which is tied like a ‘collar round the neck, hangs down over 
the fhoulders near tothe ground, and is broad, that it may be 
wrapt round the fore-part of the body: befides this, they wear 
another covering of fkin round the loins, which reaches half way 
down the thighs. Sometimes they have a cap for the head and 
fhoes for the feet of the fame materials.’ 


Our author obferves, that the policy of the Dutch difcou- 
rages improvements in this fettlement, from a conviction, that 
were it improved and peopled to that degree of culture and 
population of which it is fufceptible, they would not long be 
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permitted to-enjoy it. Of the flate of this country, and its 
various produce, the author gives the following account. 


¢ This country is capable of being made, by the fimplek 
means, a poptlous, commercial colony. Its pure and temperate 
‘climate is favourable to health, longevity, and population, . Its 
foil; though not apparently rich, is, from the genial temperature 
ef the air, and alternate dews and fun-fhine, fo kindly vegeta- 
tive, that it nourifhes with little culture, and almoft {pontaneoufly, 
whatever the hufbandman, the botanift, the fiorift chufes tocom- 
mit toits bofom, Thus it is calculated to produce whatever is 
requifite to the increafe of flocks, ,horfes, and cattle ; and at the 
fame time to yield whatever is neceflary to the comfortabie fub- 
fiftence of the human fpecies,’— 
— * The greateft want of this country, is that of timber for 
' puilding, and even for fuel. The navigable rivers are feparated 
from each other ‘by great diftances: but canals are more praCe 
ticable here than in the low countries of Europe. The eatt fide 
of the promontory, and: the inland parts, are the richef, and 
capable of the highe{{ cultivation. The two principal patts, I 
mzan with regard to actual commerce, are Table Bay and Falfe 
Bay, which are. always fafe ; fo formed. and fheltered, .as alter- 
nately to yield fecurity againft the two prevailing winds which 
are peculiar tothat meridian. There.are other bays very fit for 
navigation } but the policy of the chartered fovercigns, ‘the Eaft 
India Compaty, has drawn a veil over the true knowlege of 
. them, ‘Ihe fame jealoufy which hides the knowlege of the 
ports to which I allude, prohibits the inhabirants from tran{port- 
ing, on any pretext, their produce and effects to the principal 
towns, coaft-wife by water. 
¢ The excellent wines of the Cape, if encouraged and improved, 
would yield to none In tafte, flavour, or delicacy, and without 
being either fo fiery, or fo liable to fermentation, would be 
found to poifefs all the falutary qualities of either old Khenith 
or Madcira.. Its grains-are not inferior to thofe of Sicily: Aloes, 
fucotra, myrtle-wax, falt, and paints, it is capable of furnithing 
in profufion ; as alfo indigo, cotton, and ichacce, It may be 
made a ftaple of a valuable flave-trade, whale-oil, ivory, and 
pitrich-feathers. It contains virgin copper and copper cre, and 
the appearance of the foil in many pieces indicates the pofleffion 
of the precious metals. Thefe and other articles might be the 
fubject of an extenfive trade to India, America, and Europe ; 
and contribute as well to improve the exports of a generous pas 
yent fate, in manufactures from the raw materials, as to favour 
in the moft important inflances, the balance of trade, efpecially 
with France and Portugal.’ h aw * 


Such is the author’s reprefentation of the importance of 
thjs fettlement to the Dutch, as a place of refrefhment for 
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their outward and homeward-bound fhips; and likewife of 
the facility with which it might be conquered, that the car- 

rying of that enterprize into execution avould be an almoft - 
mortal blow to the principal commerce of the republic. 

We thall proceed no farther, at prefent, in the examination 
of thefe letters, which are written with a degree of elegance fo 
feldom attained by men who have chiefly devoted their attention 
to commercial affairs, that we fufpe& the author may have re- 
ceived the affiftance of a perfon practifed in compofition. 


[Zo be continued. | 





Tales in Verfe. By Mr. Pinkerton. 4t0. 35. Dodifley. 


‘Aiveté, an elegant and expreflive French word, which is, 
perhaps, as difficult to tranflate as the fimplex munditiis 
of Horace, has ever been confidered as the diftinguifhing cha- 
racteriftic of the celebrated La Fontaine, whom Mr. Pinkerton, 
in his advertifement prefixed to thefe poems, ftyles, for what 
reafon we know not, the Shak/peare of France; with juft as 
much propriety might we call Mr. Pinkerton the Fontaine of 
England, becaufe he has written Tales in Verfe, confeiledly in 
imitation of that juftly admired author, though the copy isas 
unlike the original as any two things can poflibly be to each 
other. Mr. Pinkerton has neither the poetical powers, the 
eafe, the humour, or the fimplicity requifite in a work of 
this nature ; moft of. his Tales are, therefore, dull, profaic, 
and uninterefting ; and his manner of telling them totally dif- 
ferent from the great model which he had fet before him, as 
the moft curfory perufal will fufficiently convince any impartial 
reader. 

The firft merry tale, in imitation of Fontaine, called the Re. 
furreétion, is founded on a common ftory, to be met with, we 
believe; in every jeft-book, of a parfon’s wife who came to life 
again in her coffin. It begins thus : 

* A parfon lived, (no matter where, 
Places are neither here nor there,) - 
A parfon lived ; but lo his {poufe 
Went to heaven in a pet. 

- She laid in earth, the guefts were met 

To caroufe. 

« Tho’ fome have faid that wif, 
Muft ever rime to rife ; 
Yet had the reverend father. 
The arts 
From his foul’s better part 
Great folace to gather. 
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Nor of her love was ever cloyed, 

Tho’ emeral eyes, and nut-brown breaft, 
Cheek of plumb, and-nofe of cherry, 
Were all the charms the nymph poflefied. 
Yet the hufband, ever merry, 

All that life affords enjoyed.’ 


Our author, if we may judge from this little fpecimen of 
his abilities, feems to think that to imitate Fontaine, little 
more is neceflary than to be extremely jocular, to vary 
the meafure of his verfe as much as poflible, and fkip with ' 
agility from a line of ten or twelve feet to one of two, as 
in the paflage above quoted : but we will venture to affure him, 
that this fpecies of poetry requires the greateft delicacy, and 
- the niceft ear; and however this facetious and’ digreffive man- 
ner may fuit the genius of the French language, it is, upon 
the whole, but ill adapted to ourown. Very few even of our 
beft verfifiers have ever fucceeded in it. The clofeft and mof 
agreeable copy of Fontaine may perhaps be found” in the few 
fables of AZfop, by Vanbrugh, in his comedy of that name. 
But to return to Mr. Pinkerton: his fecond and fourth tale, 
called the Knight’s Adventure, and the Caftle of Argan, are 
quite of another texture, being taken from the old heroic ro- 
mance, and are very infipid. ‘The following ftory has at leaf 

one merit, that of being fhort; we ‘hall therefore pro- 
an duce it. 
‘THE PILGRI'M. 


‘ Hans and his wife had long tried all endeavour 
To make a boy, but ftill were at a fland; 
At length he adds the cock/e to his beawer: 
And goes a pilgrim to the Holy Land. 
Three years reftored him to his longing fpoufe ; 
Behold, faid the, the faints have heard your vows, 
Three boys await a bleffing from your hand !’ 


But, after all, is this a ¢a/e or.an epigram ?- As to its wit 
and humour, we fuppofe they muft lie in the cock/e. 

In the tale of Belphegor, a tranflation from Fontaine, we 
expected to have found that careful attention to the ftyle and 
_ manner of the original, which a difciple. owes to the’ matter 
whom he pfofefles to imitate ; but we were difappointed. The 
fpirit which Mr. Pinkerton flatters himfelf he had preferved, 
is, in our opinion, totally evaporated, and little remains but 
a mere caput mortuum ; but let us read, compare, and judge. 

- Fontaine begins his tale in this fprightly manner : 


‘ Un jour Satan, monarque des enfers, 
Faifoit pafer fes fujets en revi, 
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La confondus tous les états divers, 
Princes & rois, & la tourbe menué, 


Jettoient maints pleurs, pouffoient maint & maint cri 


Tant que Satan en étoit étourdi, ) 

Il demandoit en paffant 4 chaque ame: 
Qui t’a jettée en éternelle flamme? 

L’une difoit hélas | c’eft mon mari ; 
L’autre auffi-tét répondit, c’eft ma femme : 
Tant & tant fut ce difcours répété, 
Qu’enfin Satan dit en plein confiftoire ; 

Si ces gens-ci difent la vérité 

Il eft aifé d’augmenter notre gloire, 

Nous n’avons donc qu’a le vérifier. 

Pour cet effet il nous faut envoyer 
Quelque démon plein d’art & de prudence, . 
Qui non content d’obferver avec foin 

Tous les hymens dont il fera témoin, 

Y joigne aufli fa propre expérience. 

Le prince ayant propofé fa fentence, 


_ Le.noir fénat fuivit tout d’une voix. 


De Belphégor auffi-tét on fit choix. 

Ce diable étoit tout yeux & tout oreilles, 
Grand éplucheur, clair-voyant 4 merveilles, 
Capable enfin de pénétrer dans tout, 

Et de pouffer l’examen jufqu’au bout, 

Pour doviienie aux frais de l’enterprife, 

On lui donna mainte & mainte remife, 
Toutes 4 vie, & qu’en lieux différens 

I] pit toucher par des correfpondans. 

Quant au furplus, les fortunes humaines, 
Les biens, les maux, les plaifirs, & les peines, 
Bref ce qui fuit notre condition, 

Fut une annexe a fa légation : 

Il fe pouvoit tirer d’affliction, 

Par fes bons tours, & par fon induftrie, 
Mais non mourir, & revoir fa patrie, 

Qu’il n’eit ici confumé certain temps : 

Sa miflion devoit durer dix ans.’ 


Which is thus tranflated by our Englifh Fontaine : 


* One day, as ancient legends tell, 
Satan, the fovereign of hell, 
Paffed all his fubjeéts in review. 
Kings, queens, and all the leffer crew, 
Raifed many a cry, fhed many a bitter tear, 
Satan, confounded, afked each paffing fhade 
What crimes to this fad cheer | 
Had led? 
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Alas, faid one, it was my hufband,: fir £ 
It was my wife !: another faid. 

Thefe frequent accufations made 

Such a ftir, , 

That Satan ina full conclave 

Pronounced this {fpeech. 

** If thefe good folks the truth declared have, 
Our glory to increafe they may us teach. 
And if you pleafe, my brethren, let us try. 
We muft dire&, tac’ 
For that effect, 

Some demon fage and fly . 

To earth to take his flight, 

Not only to obferve aright 

All marriages that fall beneath his eye, 
But by experience and peculiar skill; 

To prove each fource of matrimonial ill ; 
That after we may know 

How beit temptation’s darts to throw.” 

« The fable fenate joined with common voice. 
Belphegor was their choice. 
In every point a.dzmon fit 
The very.mark to hite. |. 

Bills at thort date were given him, to fupply 
The expences of his éututtion 3.>. 

All pains and pleafures of man’s frail condition: 
Were added to the mind of the new fpy 5 
And to his form man’s hue and dignity. 
From affliction 

By fiction, 

By tricks and flight, 

He was to faye him if he might 3 

But years fullten 

His miffion was to dwell with men.’ 


Here, we may obferve, eternelle flame is rendered by fad cheer, 


| And 


© What crimes to this Jad cheer 
Had led.’ : 


Si ces gens-ci difent la verité 
Il eft aifé d’augmenter notre gloire, 


turned into very bad Englifh, thus: 
« If thefe good folks the truth declared have 
Our glory to increafe they may us teach.’ 

This aukward method of putting the accufative cafe before 
the verb, declared have, and us teach, is totally oppofite “ 
the 
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the genius of our language, and never ufed by any corre& or 
elegant writer. The character of Belphegor. 


“ Ce diable etoit tout yeux, &c. 


is, we may remark, totally omitted ; Mr. Pinkerton only tells 
us he was 


¢ In every point a demon fit 
-The very mark:to hit,’ 


For * les frais de expedition,’ he gives us 
* The expences of his Zutustion.’ pi 


Fatition is furely a ftrange metaphyfical and philofophical 
term to exprefs expedition ; and we are the more furprifed to 
meet with it, becaufe the very fame word (expedition) offers 
itfelf in Englith, which the Frenchman makes ‘ufe of. What 
a difagreeable jumble there is in the following lines ? 


* From affliction 

By fiction, 

By tricks and flight, 

He was to fave Jim if he might.’ 


The laft is ungrammatical, and therefore almoft unintelli- 
gible ; to fave Lim~for, to fave himjelf; and if he might, for, 
if he could. 

But the whole of this tale is infinitely inferior to, and v 
unlike the original ; we would therefore advife Mr. Pinkerton 
to decline, for the future, all imitations of Fontaine, and be 
fatisfied with his own natural ftyle and manner, in which he 
is much more likely to fucceed.—His eighth Tale, called 
the Talifman, has a great deal of merit.in it; the fix feet 


- yerfe, with alternate metre, feems to be the moft proper ves 


hicle in our language for ftory-telling; and in this tale we 
meet with no frifking change of meafure, affected humour, or 


aukward jocularity. It is well written; and, as fuch, we re- . 


commend it to our. readers.—-The ninth tale of the Young 

Poet is not a bad ftory; but liable to the fame objection as 

the other imitations.—The tenth, and laft, written on the 

model of the Morefque Ballad, is, for the fame reafon (viz. 

becaufe it is an imitation) but indifferent.. We fhall conclude 

ees with repeating our advice to Mr. Pinkerton: Adhere 
$0 your own ftyle and manner, and 


‘ Ne te quefiveris extra.’ 
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Paris in Miniature: taken from the French PiGure at full Length, 
entitled Tableau de Paris. - Interfperfed with Remarks and An- 
ecdotes. Together with a Preface and a a Poftface. 8v0. 35 
Sewed. - Kearfly. - 


C Oniidering the mutual jealoufy common between rival na- 

tions, we are not furprifed, that the Tableau de Paris, of 
which this is a tranflation, fhould be received in England with 
fome degree of avidity ; though the French have been feldom 
diftinguifhed for that fpecies of writing which requires hu- 
mour.. This little tract, however, breathes a fpirit of free- 
dom little to be expected in a Parifian, and which has made 
it extremely neceflary for the author to conceal his name, 
or he would probably have been before this time committed 
to the Batftille, of which he gives the following defcrip- 
tion. 


« As this is the end of all who dare be men, ‘it is no di- 
greflion to place it here immediately after the freedom of wri- 
ters, fince that ftate prifon is the grave where it is fent to lin- 
ger and expire. Saint Foix, in his Effay on Paris, juftly ob- 
ferves, that though not a ftrong hold, the Baftille is the maft 
formidable caftle in Europe. “It is’impoffible to fay to a cer- 
tainty what has been done in the Baftille; what number of 
perfons have been ‘or are now buried alive within its walls. 
Yet how is it poffible, without thatknowledge, to give a faith- 
fal hiftory of ‘the three laft reigns’ .The moft interefting oc- 
currences will for:ever be concealed from us ; for nothing tran- 
fpires from that pit of darknefs; ‘no more than from the abode 
of the'dead. - ‘Why have not the walls a voice to inform the 
world of the fate that has attended the unfortunate viims of 
tyranny for the laf and: prefent century? The dreadful ac- 
count would foon filence the flattering language of our daf- 
tardly hiftorians. 

‘« Wevhave, itis true, a hiftory of the Baftille in five vo- 
lumes, containing’ a few ‘private anécdotes, but nothing of 
 thofe tranfaGtions which moft deferve the attention of a reader 
who wilhes to be informed; not a word, in fhort, that car 
lead toa difcovery of thofe ftate fecrets, which are hid in a 
profound night. If. we are to credit the author, all we can 
learn is, that under the miniftry of D’Argenfon, captivity was 
the leaft misfortune of the prifoners, and the treatment they 
met with exceeded all that inhumanity could invent to render 
death itfelf a defipeable obje&. 


¢ Our 
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« Our government, milder at:prefent than it has ever been 


fince the reign of that God-like prince Henry IV. has much 


abated of its former rigor in this as in other inftances ; yet as” 
long as the Baftille fubfifts, both natives and foreigners. mult 
dread to incur the difpleafure of the man in power. If the 
fubje& would admit of cavil, I could not help fmiling at the 


,different ufe made of the Baftille by different princes. The 


French Antoninus, the good Henry the IVth, locked up in 
this place his treafure ; the modern Sardanapalus, Louis XV. 
determined to cut off the tree of ufeful knowledge, root and 
branch ; ordered the repofitory of univerfal fcience, the Ency- 
clopedia, to be clapped in the Baftille—ri/um teneatis ! 

‘ When a prifoner dies within the walls of this prifon, he 
is buried at St. Paul’s. In the middle of the night a number 
of turnkeys, inftead of clergymen, accompany the corpfe, and 
the ftaff officers of the garrifon affift as witneffes to this clan- 
deftine interment. Thus the ill-fated fubje& finds in the grave 
alone a fafe thelter from minifterial perfecution. 

‘ The following anecdote will ferve to ‘give my readers an 
idea of what the Baftille is and may be, when the locks and 
bolts of this prifon open and fhut at the nod of difcretionary 
power. At the acceflion of his prefent majefty, his new mi- 
nifters, actuated by humanity, fignalized the beginning of their, 
promifing adminiftration by an att of juftice and mercy, or- 
dering the regifters of the Baftille to be laid before them, when 
a great number of prifoners were fet at large. 

‘ Among them was a venerable old: man, who for forty-feven 
years had remained fhut np-between four walls. Hardened by 
adverfity, which fteels the heart when it does not break it, he 
had fupported his long and tedious captivity with unexampled 
conftancy and fortitude, and he thought no more of liberty. 
The day is come—the door of his tomb turn upon-its rufty 
hinges, it opens not a-jar, as ufuai, but as wide as for liberty, 
when an unknown voice acquaints him that he may now go out. 
He thinks himfelf in.a dream; he hefitates, and at laft ven- 
tures out with trembling fteps; wonders at every thing, thinks 
to have travelled a great way before he reaches the outward 
gate. Here he ftops awhile, his feeble eyes, long deprived of 
the fun’s chearing beams, can hardly fupport its firft light. 

‘ A coach waits for him in the ftreets ; he gets into it, de 
fires to be carried to fuch a ftreet; but unable to fupport the 
motion of the coach, he is fet down, and by the afliftance of 
two men reaches the part of the town where he dwelt formerly ; 
but the {pot is altered, his houfe is no more; his wandering 

eye feems to interrogate every paflenger, and afk him with the 


heart- renting accents of defpondency, where fhall I find my~. 


_ wife? 
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wife? where are my children? All in vain, the oldeft man 
hardly remembers to have heardhis name ; at laft a poor old 
decrepit porter is brought to him ; ‘this man had ferved in the 
family, but knew him not. To the gentleman’s queries, how- 
ever, lhe anfwered with all the indifference that accompanies 


the recollection of events Jong°pafled; that his lady was dead © 


above thirty years ago in the utmoft mifery, and that his chil- 
dyen. were gone into foreign countries, and had not been heard 
of for many years. 

* Struck with grief and aftonifhment, the old gentleman, 
with: eyes rivetted to the ground, remains for fome time mo- 
_ tionlefs ;\ a few tears would have eafed his deep-wounded heart ; 
but he. could not weep. At laft, recovering from his trance, 
he haftens to the minifter, to whofe humanity he was indebted 
for a liberty now grown a burthen. Sir, fays he to him, fend 


me back to my dungeon; who is it that can furvive to his 


friends, his relations, nay, to a whole generation ? Who can 
hear of the death of all he held dear and precious, and not with 
to die? All thefe loffes, which happen to other men by grada- 
tion, and; as it were, by detail, have fallen at once upon me. 
Ah, Sir, it is not death that is dreadful, but to be the laft 
furvivor. 
' .* The minifter fympathifed with this truly unfortunate man ; 
care was taken of him, and the old porter given him for his 
fervant, as he could fpeak with him of his wife and children, 
the only comfort now left for this aged fon of forrow, who 
- lived fome time retired, though in the midft of the noife and 
confufion of the capital. Nothing, however, could reconcile 
him to a world quite new for him, and to which he refolved to 
remain a perfe& ftranger, till friendly death came at laft to his 
relief, and clofed his eyes in peace.’ 

. Thefe are, doubtlefs, bold truths for a Frenchman to publith3 
The ftory, at the conclufion, contains nothing very new, as the 
fame circumftance has frequently happened here: it is well 
_ known that feveral of the pgifoners who were liberated in the 
late riots, when the gaols were rebuilt, petitioned to be ad- 
mitted again into their old habitations. 

In the chapter on Spies we meet with a diverting anec- 
dote,. which we fhall extraé&, for the amufement of our 
readers. 

¢ An eminent goldfmith was poffeffed of one of the prettieft 
women in the capital, or, perhaps, in all France. As the 
tradefman’s misfortune would have it, the lovely partner of 
his bed had all the vices and not a fpark of the virtues of her 
fex. Amongfta countlefs number of paramours, a certain 
abbé, nearly related: to one of the mimifters of ftate, held the 
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firit rank. As fhe was lefs referved with this clerical:Adonis, 
the hufband had the impertinence to remonftrate, and. at lait 
was mad-enough tochide and upbraid. This was. too mack 
for female frailty to bear; fhe complained to her lover of her 
fpoufe’s ungentleman-like behaviour. The plot was laid to:re- 
- move the nuifance, and punifh the, unfafhionable wretch for 
his faucy, antidilavian notions. It was at a time when lettres 
de cachet were the bank notes with which the great men paid 
their debts ; the fon obtained them againft his father, and wice 
werfa, without farther trouble than foliciting the favour of 
comte St. Florentin’s miftrefs, whe fet her price according to 
the degree of injuftice on which the complaint was grounded. 

‘ Our abbé, related to the great man himéelf, appliedto him 
for one of thofe kinds of habeas corpus, by, which a patent 
may be removed from his houfe and family to fuch place-as the 
minifter or purchafer of the letter thinks fit. Provided with 
the proper weapons, .he puts them into, the hands of one of 
thofe executors of minifterial commands, called exempt. Con- 
trary to the abbé’s expectations, and indeed to all probability, 
the perfon he employed to adjuft matters between:the hufband 
and wife, was a difgrace to his corps: he could feel for a friend, 
and had honefty enough to inform the goldfmith under-hand, 
defiring him to be out of the way on fuch a particular day. 
About eleven o’clock the next night he watched the door, and 
feeing the abbé enter, juft gave him time enough to undrefs 
and go.to bed ; when, knocking hard at the ftreet-door, he 
ordered it to be opened. in the king’s name. He told his er- 
rand to the fervant, and bid him fhew him up to his mafter’s 
bedchamber. In vain did. the former give him: the moft pofi- 
tive affurances of the matter being from home, the exempt was 
peremptory, and would take no denial. 

‘ He foon-reached the apartment, where the abbé was com. 
plimenting the wife, in the moft affectionate manner, on “her 
happy deliverance, when the door flew open, and a voice was 
heard, afking the lady where was her hufband? Upon receiv- 
ing the fame anfwer as he had before from the fervant, ‘the ex- 
empt told her, that it was very natural and praifeworthy ina 
wife to {creen her hufband on fuch an emergency ;. but, madam, 
added he, the king’s command. muft be obeyed; you have a 
man. in your bed, and furely you would not fuffer any one but 
your hujband to. lie with you; I have too good: an opinion of | 
you to think otherwife,, But come, fir, get. mp and:drefs your- . 
felf,, or elfe I muft take you in fata quo. >. 

‘ There was no pofitbility, of reifting a command which the 
exempt could have enforced by the afliftance of three or four 
ftout alguafils, who waited im the anti-chamber.. The abbé 
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got up, was hurried inté a coach, gagged, and carried to the 
place of confinement which he had defigned for the goldfmith. 
As this place was feveral hundred miles diftant from Paris, it 
was fome time before the affair tranfpired; the minifter was 
then no more, his relation was fet at large, but the family did 
not think it prudent to make any noife about an adventure 
which could refleét no credit on ‘their kinfman or his pro- 
feffion.’ 
Our author concludes his account of the Academie Fran- 
goife, which he treats with much feverity, as follows : 
_ © Nothing, fays he, can mark the contempt in which a few 


-fpirited writers hold the decrees of the forty. foreftallers of 


French wit and refinement, than the following epitaph, which 
the author above cited, the dread of Voltaire, the fcourge of 
witlings, Pirron, ordered to be engraved on his tomb-ftone: 


€ Cy cir Piron Qui NE FUT RIEN, 


PAS MEME AcapeEmicIiEN.” 


Exclufive of the above-quoted paffages there is very little in 
this performance worthy of notice. 
The tranflator of the Tableau, or, as: he names himfelf in 


his title-page, the Englifh Limner, has fubjoined to this work 


what he calls a Pof-face, wherein he compares France with 
England, and Paris with London, in an agreeable ftyle and 
manner. 


‘ The French, fays he, are deprived of the liberty of the™ 


‘prefs—we énjoy it without controul—But what is the ufe we 


make of this our conftitutional privilege ?—-Our newfpapers 
are turned to the worft of purpofes—our pamphleteers indulge 
their own fpleen, without confulting the general good—they 
trevile men in power, not to point out to them more eligible 
plans, but for the mere purpofe of treating them with the moft 
opprobious language. I have read all the political reveries of 
our ftate reformers, on both fide of the queftion, and this lec- 


. ‘ture has convinced me, that we are in temporal, what divines 


ate, or at leaft have been, in religious matters, embroiling 
every thing, and confounding, as it were, confufion itfelf. 

‘ What every rational being ought to underftand by the li- 
berty-.of the prefs, is the freedom of delivering his thoughts 
upon every objeé& in which, as a member of fociety, he finds 
himfelf concerned ; to cenfure the mifcondu& of the ftatefmen, 
not to abufe them: for political pamphlets fhould be no more 
than an expoftulating converfation between the fubjeé& and the - 
ruling powers—fome good might then be done: but, in order 
to enforce argument, is it neceflary to rail at facred majefty, 
and grofly infult the man in the minifter ? 
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© The emperor has indulged his, fabje&s with, the liberty of 
the prefs—it was abufed as foon as-gtanted: To prevent li- 
‘Cefitionfnefs; it was’ drdered; that no: books on any fubjeé 
fhauld be publithed, without the real name ofthe author. This 
regulation i is wife, and no ways inimical to the liberty of the 
prefs ; ; itonly checks the career of thofe affaflins who fet upon 
you in the dark, and ftab you in the tendereft part. A well- 
meaning man finds fault where ‘there is any, tells it-to the 
‘world, and fhould not be afraid to avow himfelf, fince he is 
~confcious of intending no harm,’ but, on the contrary, of en- 
deavouring to do good. The cowardly abufive feribbler may 
fly the light, becaufe he dreads it--the hone man has no fuch 
fears about him.— 

‘ You have laughed with me at the fipertidon and credu- 
lity of the populace—and does not every Frenchman that comes 
over, find you far more weak and credulous than any of his 
countfymen? Aré you not conftantly the dupes of quacks of 
every denomifation—in politi¢s, phyfic, and even religion ? 
Are you not‘daily impofed upon’ by-thofe French refugees, who 
-fead, dance, cook; and draw teeth, and get more in’a month, 
“from your mifplaced generofity, than they could earn in half a 


feore Of years’ on the'continent ; where they would fuffer the — 


- firlt-rate genitis of this codntry "td linger away his life in 
‘wretchednefs and obfeurity—whilft we lavifh thoufands upén 
their moft needy advériturers.-Then, reader, clap your hand 
‘to your breaft, and anfwer the- ‘queftion—W ho are the fools ?? 
The tranflator has probably fome intention of giviig us ‘a 
Tableau de Londres, or London in Miniature. - ‘Such‘a 
work, éxecuted by a man of fenfe and experience, who had a 
‘pen equal to the tafk, muift afford us fome entertainment. 
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Ricu ARD Dawes, the author of this work, was. bors in 
1708. He received the firft part -of- his.education under 
Mr. y anctaee Blackwall, well known in, the:republic, of letters 
for his.Eflay on the Sacred Claffics. In 1725 he was fent’to 
Emanuel college, Cambridge. About the year 1736; he pub- 
_lithed a Greek verfion: of the firft book, of Milton’s Paradife 
Lek, with annotations; ‘asa {pecimen of an intended tranfla- 
tion of the whole poem; but:fome. years afterwards, -perceiy- 
ing-that his work ‘ abounded with folecifms,’ he-recalled*the 
remaining copies of that publication, and voluntarily poifited 
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out his miftakes, in the cope to his Mifcellanea Critica, 
which he publithed in 1745. | 

This learned writer died: in 1766, at the age of fifty-eight, 
and left feveral pieces in manufcript, fome of which were pur- 
chafed by the late Dr. Afkew. 

The firft’ fe€tion contains Emendationes’ in Terentianum 
Maurum. ‘Terentianus- was a native of Mauritania, and is 


-fuppofed to have lived about the year 230. He has left us.a 


work in various kinds-of meafure, De. Literis, Syllabis, Pe- 
dibus, & Metris, addreffed to his fon Baflinus, and his fon-in- 


-law Novatus, (not, as fome-editors have given it; Novatemus) 
_ with a requeft that they would correét and polith his verfes: 


Hac prius Bafine fili, & tu gener Novate mi, 
Perpolite, quam poteftis, crebriore limula, 
Non pater tanquam focerque, fed velut fim extrarius. 


_ 


Voffius fuppofes him to have been the Terentianus, to whom 
-Longinus inferibed his treatife on the’ Sublime. But this is 
chardly probable. The fame writer calls his performance ‘ fua- 


-viflimum, carmen * ;’ and Fabricius fays, it was, ‘ omnielegan- 
_tiarum genere conditum, & amabili quadam ingenii ameenitate 


temperatum +.’ Thefe refpectable critics, were very. eafily 


- pleafed. Nothing can be more harfh and unmufical than his 


poetry.- It feems, indeed, to have been his utmoft ambition 


‘to afcertain the feet, which form hexameter, pentameter, Gly- 


conic, iambic, trochaic, anapeftic,, and other forts of meafure, 
without regarding either elegance of ftyle, or harmony of 
numbers. 

As Mr. Dawes profefiedly undertook to corre& the metrical 
errors of preceding editors, he began, not improperly, with 
obfervations on Terentianus Maurus. 

“The fecond feétion contains Emenditiones in Pindarum. It 
~has.been generally fuppofed, that Pindar has paid no regard to 
. the quantity of the laft fyllable of his verfes ; but Mr. Dawes 


_ fhews, that this is a miftake ; 3; that the quantity of the laft fyl- 


lable in every line is as accurately obferved as the middle fyl- 
‘Jables ; and upon ‘this principle he has corre&ed feveral paf- 
ee in' the odes of that poet. 
The third feétion confifts of Emendationes in Callimachum. 
‘We perfeétly agree with the author in the following remark 
“on the Greek accents. 
“€Sed miram, fi diis placet, -sdottitibias virtutem inefle com- 
- minifeuntur barbariei plufquam Scythicz fautores: nempe non 


nifi éorum ope determinari poffe ambigaam quarundam vocum 
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notionem ; faciasiane, verbi gratia, reguum, an vero reginam 
denotet, Ac doétiflimo quidem Rollino, quanquam in pro- 
nunciando fyllabarum rationem fervari voluerit, accentus ta- 
men, ob iftum ftilicet ufum, retinendi videbantur. Atenim, 
ut ifte, quem oftentant, ufus paucis in vocabulis revera obti- 
neat; ideone obfecro dicendum eft immenfum ceterorum nu- 
merum accentibus etiam, notari oportere ?. Verum enimvero ufus 
ille toties decantatus merum eft infomnium ex porta eburnea 
profectum. Si utique ullus revera habeatur, vel editorem vel 
lectorem fpectet necefle eft: atqui fcire velim, quo tandem 
editor criterio dignofcere poflit feribine oporteat Bagixaa, an 
vero Bactacia. _Ipfa contextus indoles atque orationis filum wocis 
notionem indicabit ; hec autem accentus fedem determinabit. Rur- 
fus : Undenam le€tori innotefcere poterit reftene feribatur Ba- 
ciacia, an per editoris vel-imperitiam vel incuriam ; .ac proinde 
Ractasia, et vice verfa, oporteat? Ex orationis filo patebit vera 
verbi notio; atque hinc determinabitur accentus fedes. Suaviflimi 
argutatores ! Verbi notionem accentus fedes, accentus autem 
fedem verbi notio viciffim determinat! Ni hoc fit in circulo, 
quod aiunt, difputare, quid tandem effe poterit ?? 

This is an anfwer to all that has been, and all that can be 
advanced, with regard to the ufe of the Greek accents in 
pointing out the proper acceptation of words. ‘The argument 
for their ufe on this account is as trifling and ridiculous, as it 
would be to contend, that the word cock in Englifh requires 
an accent, in order to fhew the reader, when it fignifies the 
cock of a barrel, the cock of a gun, the cock of a hat, the 
cock of a boy, a cock of hay, or a game cock, ‘The mean- 
ing of the word in every inftance is, or ought to be, fuffici- 
ently determined by the context. 

In this fection the author enters into many other curious 
grammatical inveftigations, ‘ De futurerum Atticorumablonicis 
variantium analogia et confilio, de diverfo modorum fubjunc- 
tivi & optativi ufu, de erroribus 4 nupero Callimachi editore 
in fyllabica quarundam vocum quantitate admiflis, &c.’ 

In the fifth fection he has given us a long differtation ‘De 
confonantis five adfperationis vav virtute.’ 

Dr. Bentley propofed to introduce the Holic digammia. into 
an edition of Homer. But Mr. Dawes reprobates this projeé ; 
afferting, that Homer was an Ionian, and not an A®olian ; 
and, confequently, that it is improbable he fhould ufe a fo- 
reign letter in his writings.’ Mr. Dawes’ fuppofes, that the 
fign ['] was ufed inftead of the vax, as ["] is inflead of the 
-he. However this may be, it is-very plain, that the opinions 
of modern critics on the genius of the Greek language,: and 
the ufe of the dizamma, are fo uncertain and fallacious, that 
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it would be abfurd to make any material change, on the ftrength 
of their conjeQures, either in yenneveneys or in writing that 
language. 
Seétion V. contains, Banenddationes in Ariflophanem, Euri- 
pidem, Sophoclem, & A2fehylum. 
| Almoft the half of this volume confifts’ of -obfervations by 
the editor, who has every where difplayed a very confiderable 
fhare of learning, induftry, and critical penetration. 
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Thoughts on the Naval Strength of the Britifh Empire. By Fobn 
| Sinclair, Efg. M. P. 80. 1s. Cadell. 


io the debates in the houfe of commons, on the twenty-le- 
venth of November laft, it had been afferted by a noble 
lord *, of the naval profeffion, and who then held a feat at the 
board of admiralty, that when the French direfted their whole 
attention to the improvement of their marine, their navy was 
fuperior to that of England. Such an affertion, from fo re- 
fpectable authority, excited Mr. Sinclair’s regret, and he be- 
«ame defirous of refuting an opinion, which he confidered not 
only as ill founded, but as direétly tending to difpirit the na- 
' tion, and thereby relax her efforts, in a matter of the utmoft 
importance to her political exiftence and independency. From 
this laudable motive did Mr. Sinclair refolve to inveftigate the 
fubje& ; and though deeply interefted in the refult of the en- 
quiry, he has not been afraid to feek for the truth even among 
the opinions and teftimonies of the French writers, whom, as 
well as feveral Englifh, he appears to have inveftigated with 
great attention. 

Our author is of opinion that the noble lord’s affertion muf 
have. been grounded either upon a mifeonception of the natu- 
ral advantages enjoyed by Great Britain for the acquifition of 
Maritime power, or an inattention to the almoft uniform train 
of fuccefs, which has attended the naval exertions of this. 
country. He therefore enters upon the confideration of thele 

$two points, and firft of the former, That nation, he obferves, 
which has the greateft extent of coait, and confequently a 
greater proportion of whofe inhabitants muft be accuftomed to. 
’ the fea, is moft likely to attain maritime power. In this_re- 
Ape, it is unqueftionable, that Great Britain has a fuperiority 
over every other ftatein Europe. ‘The fea-line of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, with the adjacent iflands, our author 
_ obferves, is calculated by fir William Petty to extend to three 
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thoufand eight hundred miles, while that of France is only about 
a thoufand. . : 

The number of harbours on the coaft of Great Britain and 
Ireland, is another circumftance mentioned among the many 
peculiar advantages of thefe iflands. Our author obferves, 
that the frequency and violence of the wefterly winds, which 
block up the Dutch ports with heaps of fand, are the caufe 
why fo many deep and commodious harbours are found upon 
the Englifh fide of the channel, and fo few upon the French 
and Dutch; and this is a natural advantage, which never can 
be equalled by any art or expence of our neighbours. 

_ Athird circumftancein favour of Great Britain, is the con- 
tiguity of her harbours, which are not divided, like thofe of 
France, by the territories of any other power. In confequence 
of this fituation, Great Britain, it is obferved,. can affemble 
her naval forces upon the fhorteft notice; while the diftance 
between the ports of Toulon and Breft, even in the opinion of 
M. De Real, is a great addition to the maritime difadvantages 
attending the fituation of France. 

- Our author obferves, that even had we fewer harbours, our 
bays alone would, in general, anfwer the purpofes of com- 
merce and of war. For while the wefterly winds blow, which 
is ufual above half the year, our fhips may ride at anchor with 
perfect fecurity in our roads. In anchor-hold, likewife, it is 
affirmed, that Great Britain has the pre-eminence; our fhores 
generally confifting of a fff clay, chalk, or hard gravel; while 
the French and Dutch, according to the obfervation of a wri- 
ter on trade, have nothing on which to anchor but rocks and 
loofe fand. 

- Ttis aremark, fuggefted by the great De Wit, that the lo- 
cal fituation of Britain, along the coafts of which above one 
half of the trade of Europe muft pafs, is an advantage of the 
moft effential importance. 7 

Among the many advantages enjoyed by Great Britain over 
other maritime powers, the fixth, in the order of our author’s 
enumeration, is fifhing; in which we are confefledly fuperior 
to every other nation. It is calculated that ten thoufand per- 
- fons, including apprentices, are employed along the coaft of 
England in the oyfter-fifhery alone. | 

For an account of the other advantages fpecified by our au- 
thor, we fhall have recourfe to his own narrative. 


‘ Foreign commerce is undoubtedly a great fource of naval 
ftrength, and Great Britain it is certain enjoys that advantage to 
as great, if not a greater extent than any other powerin Eu- 
yope.—But the trade carried on along the coafts of the ifland is 
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of a more permanent and lafting nature, neither depending upon 
the fancy of foreigners nor ftanding in any dread of competition. 
Such commerce therefore muft be accounted the only: fure and 
fubftantial foundation of naval: power.—It has been calculated 
that the coafting trade itfelf employs 100,000 failors ; but though 
that account muft be exaggerated, without doubt it breeds a 
greater number of excellent feamen than any other nation in Eu- 
rope can boaft of, | | 

‘ It is alfo a fingular advantage enjoyed by Great Britain, 
that it not only has a demand for aig but is alfo furnifhed 
with the principal materials which fhipping requires.—I am well 
aware that various maritime articles are procured from other 
countries, which it is fuppofed impoffible for this ifland itfelf to 

_furnifh ; yet this ought rather to be imputed to the inattention 
of the natives of the ifland, or to the little encouragement given 
by the legiflature to fuch  produétions, than to any national de- 
fect in the foil or climate of the country.—If other materials 
however muft be purchafed from abroad, the Englifh oak mutt 
always be confidered for itrength and firmnefs to be fuperior to 
the timber of our neighbours. 

* It 1s well known,+that the Englith were the firft who brought 
the building of fhips of war to its prefent ftate of perfe€tion, and 
its fhipwrights ftill retain the high character they formerly ac- 
quired for fkill in their profeffion.—That advantage however per- 

_ tains no longer in an exclufive manner to this nation. The fatal 

friendfhip of that profligate monarch Charles the Second for his 
ambitious neighbour, firft gave the French an opportunity of ac- 
quiring an art which they, have fince vainly attempted to turn to 
the ruin of their inftructors. 

_ ¢ It is impoffible alfo for any nation to carry on an extenfive 
commerce, or to be a great naval power, unlefs the foil and cli- 
mate of the country be well calculated for producing proper fuf- 
tenance for mariners whil{t at fea.—In this particular, Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland lay claim to a great fuperiority over every ftate 
in Europe.—Indeed the foil and climate of the Britifh iflands are 
much better fuited for raifing every fpecies of naval provifion than 

France or Spain ; and the fuperior quality of the food on which 
they live, muft alfo render our feamen a more hardy and braver 

. yace of men than thofe of our neighbours. 

* The fkill and experience of our feamen cannot be equalled. — 

‘A very different race of men muft be formed along the ftormy 
coafts of this country, from that produced along the pacific 
ihores of the Mediterranean.—Accuftumed as our failors are to 
the dangers of the fea, thofe ftorms which appear tremendous to 
others are not confidered by them as attended with any rifque.— 
Indeed if one fet of men.can be faid to enjoy any great fupe- 
Fiority over ancther, it may be fafely affirmed, that the Britifh 
feamen, who are bred along the coafts of thefe iflands, are en- 

titled to. that fortunate diftinction. I : 


site. : ¢ An 








Thoughts on the Naval Strength of the Britifh Empire. 359 


* An infular fituation is of all others the moft to be preferred. 
The fea is undoubtedly the fafeft and moft natural boundary, 
which it is very difficult to get the better of, and impoffible to 
remove. ‘* Athens,.fays Xenophon, rules the fea; but as the 
country of Attica is joined to the Continent, it is ravaged by 
enemies, while the Athenians are engaged in different expedi- 
tions.—Their leaders fuffer their lands to be deftroyed, and fe- 
cure their wealth by fending it to fome ifland. The populace 
who are not poffefied of lands, have no uneafinefs. But if the 
inhabitants inhabited an ifland, and befides this enjoyed the em- 
pire of the fea, they would, as long as they were pofleffed: of 
thefe advantages, be able to annoy others, and at the fame time 
be out of all danger of being annoyed.” - One would imagine, 
fays Montefquieu, that Xenophon was {peaking of England. 

* In faét, if we made the moft of our infular fituation by con- 
fining our whole attention to maritime affairs, and trufted our 
defence to a militia andto a fleet, it would foon appear, that our 
~ naval force had fcarcely arrived to one half of its natural extent. 
Almoft our whole revenue, (at leaft a much greater part of it 
than can be done by any continental power whatfoever) might 
be expended in fitting out our fleets; and when only one ob- 
ject is kept in view, it is furely more likely to be raifed to the 
greateft height of perfection it is capable of, than when the at- 
tention is diftracted by matters of a different nature. 

‘ Farther. It is a great advantage, the poffeffion of which 
our very enemies acknowlege; that the capital of the kingdom is 
not fituated like that of France, in the.heart of the kingdom, 
but that in‘ London may be feen united all the politenefs at- 
tending a royal prefence, with all the fpirit and activity that 
refults from an extended commerce, and Sci naval power. At 
Paris, fays Deflandes, one fees a voluntary indolence, which 
concerns itfelf about nothing that does not contribute either to 
pleafure or amufement ; whereas in London, none are fo blind 
as not to fee, or fo obftinate as not to acknowlege, that upon the 
profperity of commerce, and confequently of naval power, de- 
pends the happinefs of the ftate. 

‘ The character of the Englifh nation, fteady in its purfuits, 
and not apt to be difcémpofed by every trifling obftacle, feems to 

_ be peculiarly calculated for the re pire of maritime power. 
Naval ftrength is not the growth of a day, nor.is it poffible to 
retain it, when once acquired, without the utmoft difficulty, 
and the moft unwearied attention. The Englifh have proved by 
their conduct, for almoft two centuries, the firmnefs and ftea- 
dinefs of their naval character. Whereas the maritime enthufiafm 
of the French has only occafionally taken place, and does not 
feem confiftent with the natural bent and genius of the people.— 
Works that require great application, fays. cardinal \Richlieu, 
are little calculated for the humour and difpofition of the French 


nation. 
Aa4 ¢ Laftly, 
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‘ Laftly, it is a fingular, but at the fame time a fortunate 
circumftance for this country, that to all the other advantages 
above mentioned, one other bleffing may be added, namely, that , 
of a free conftitution ; without which every other circumftance 
could be of little avail, and with which, it may be expected that 
every natural advantage we boaft of may be carried to the height 
of perfection, and of. improvement.—1 his is a blefling, there- 
fore, which crowns the whole, and muft_for ever render the 
naval force of Great Britain greatly fuperior to that of her neigh- 
bours, while fhe poffeffes the peculiar: benefits which fhe sen- 
joys, and while they continue under the miferable fhackles of ar- 
bitrary power.’ : ° 


Mr. Sinclair, after ftating the various advantages which Bri- 

tain pofiefles for acquiring the dominion of thefea, proceeds to 
examine what are the fources of naval firength enjoyed by our 
rivals the French; and in this inveftigation he ftrenuoufly 
combats the authority of count de la Boulainvilliers. 

The remarks which our author has made.on the unjuft pre- 
tenfions afferted by this writer in favour of his own country, 
are fo ftrong and conclufive, that we fhall lay them before ‘our 
readers at full length. 


‘ 1. In the firft place, this author attempts to prove, that the 
pofition of France is fufficiently favourable for forming a navy 
equal to that of the two maritime powers of England and Hol- 
land. 

‘ In examining this fubje&t, the author, whofe only object was 
to roufe the fpirits of his countrymen, depreffed by the naval 
misfortunes of the laft war, has prudently omitted making any 
comparifon between the extent of coaft belonging to the twa 
nations, or the number of harbours they are poflefied of ; but 
bewilders the reader by flating, in general terms, that France 
poffefies more ports than England in the Mediterranean fea, as 
if that little gulph was the only or the principal theatre of com- 
merce and of naval power. ithout difputing the truth of that 
affertion, or that France is nearer to Spain and Portugal, and to 
the coafis of Barbary, than Britain, it may be fufficient to re- 
‘mark, that naval flrength can never depend upon fuch trivial 
circumflances.-T he Mediterranean is no longer the great empo- 
rium of Europe ; and the moft powerful maritime nation there, 
may be but little refpeéted in every other hemifphere. 

‘ This author, indeed is fo anxious to prove’ that France 
ought to be the firft maritime power in Europe, that he ftates 
thofe very circumftances as advantagesin its favour, which ought 
to be accounted fome of the greateft obftacles that country has 
to contend with.—The navy of France, he obferves, may be 
divided into. two branches, whofe intereft may be feparate, 
and which may have different objeéts in view. This is 

actually: 























Thoughts on the Naval Strength of the Britifo Empire. 361 


actually the cafe: but the confequence of it is, that the fqua- 
drons of Toulon and Breft, are more like the fiects of confe~ 
derates, than of one powerful ftate.—Nor is the mild and tem- 
perate climate of France (a circumftance he lays much weight 
upon) at all favourable to the maritime power of that country.— 


The brave, hardy, and experienced faifor, is not bred by gentle’ 


zephyrs, but amidft the ftorms and tempefts of the North: and 
that man is moft likely to be mafter of himfelf amidft the con- 
fufion and horrors of a naval fight, who has been moft accuf- 
tomed to the fury of the tempeit, and to the dangers of the fea, 

¢ 2. The count de Boullainvilliers in the fecond place at- 
tempts to prove, that the commerce of France is fufficient to 
furnifh the means of difputing the empire of the fea, even with 
the united ftrength of England and Holland. 

‘ This ingenious ‘author amufes himfelf fo much with the 
naval ftrength which France might have, by increafing its trade 
in the Mediterranean, and by wife and prudent regulations tend- 
ing to augment its commerce in grain, that until it is proved 
that fuch circumftances are likely to take place it will be need- 
lefs to beftow upon them much confideration. It is fufficient to 
remark that foreign or colonial commerce can never be a perma- 
nent bafis of naval ftrength.— That nation is the moft likely to 
continue powerful at fea, which is the beft calculated to enjoy 
great trade, exclufive of connections with its neighbours; and 
even a Frenchman will acknowlege, that if the commerce of 
France was reduced to its coafting trade, it would not be very 
confiderable. 

‘ 3. Inthe third place, we ate entertained with fome argu- 
ments in proof of this affertion ; that the commodities of France 
require as many fhips to tranfport them as thofe of Holland and 
England united,’ | 

‘ If we could imagine with this author that the one hundred 
and fifty millions of acres which France contains, were all fub- 
jected to the labours of the hufbandman, his problem even in 
that cafe would be difficult to prove.—He is either ignorant or 
unwilling to acknowlege that the commerce of coal alone (an 
article of tranfportation in which France can never rival us) em- 
ploys more feamen than all the coafting trade of that country ; 
and were it not for the abfurd and ‘impolitic duty which is laid 
‘upon that neceffary of life, it might alone be accounted a fufh- 
cient foundation for acquiring the maritime empire. This au- 


thor indeed muft be not a little at a lofs to aflign juft grounds 


for the naval pretenfions of the French, when he affigns the 
predilection for the modes and fafhions of that country as one of 
the great fupports of its marine.—Gewgaws, and little fripperies, 
will never be able to acquire the dominion of that rough and 
boifterous element. 

¢ 4, Under the head of materials, the count has not favoured 
ws with any important obfervations; though he claims in this 
: TG- 
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sefpect an independence on the other powers in Europe, yet that 
claim is perfectly without foundation.—All the principal ma- 
terials of the French marine are purchafed from foreigners.— 
Nor is it poffible that its concerns fhould be diftinét from thofe 
of the other powers in Europe.—Great maritime empires’ muft 
always intereft themfelves in the profperity of thofe nations with 
whom they have any commercial intercourfe. 

¢ 5. Though the population of France is confefledly fuperior 
to that of England, yet it is abfurd on that account to affirm that 
it ought proportionably to have a greater number of feamen.— 
There might be fome juftice in this affertion had France all its 
inhabitants upon the coaft. But as long as the greateft part of 
the natives of the Britifh ifles, and on the whole by far a greater 
number than France can boaft of, muft neceffarily live in the 
neighbourhood of the fea, even in the article of population Great 
Britain may claim the preference. Sir William Petty calculates 
that every part of England, Scotland, and Ireland, is, one with 
another, but twelve miles from the fea. Whereas France, by 
the fame method of computation, is no lefs than from fixty-five to 
feventy : a naval advantage in favour of Great Britain which can- 
not ealily be compenfated. 

¢ 6. Another advantage which France lays claim to ftill re- 
mains, which it may alfo be neceffary to confider ; namely, the 
boafted fecurity of her coafts.—Some defcents, ‘as tated by Mr. 
Deflandes, it is certain have been unfuccefsfully attempted.— 
But this circumftance is not owing to the peculiar ftrength of 
the French coafts, but to the unayoidable rifque and danger by 
which fuch undertakings are attended, and which nothing but 
fuch a fcheme as an ingenious author of our own country fug- 
‘gefts can poflibly prevent.—No friend to humanity however can 
regret, that nature has thrown fome obftacles in the way of fo 
obnoxious a fpecies of warfare, which nothing but neceiflity can 
juftify. 
it :. There is but one advantage which France is poffeffed of, 
which Great Britain has any reafon to envy or regret; namely, 
the fortunate pofition of the port of Breft, fituated in a peninfula 
which, ftretching far into the ocean, is of great fervice to expe- 
dite the failing of her fleets. But this advantage, even in the 
opinion of Frenchmen, is overbalanced by the great diftance of 
that naval arfenal from the court and the capital. A circumftance 
which has ever proved a very confiderable impediment to the fuc- 
cefé of her naval operations. 


Our ingenious author, having thus far endeavoured to efta- 
blifh, by force of argument, the fuperiority of Britain over 
France, in every natural and political advantage, the poffef- 
fion of which muft fecure the dominion of the fea; he after- 
wards proceeds to the fecond confideration which he had pro- 
pofed, namely; to prove the actual fuperiority of Great Bri- 

tain 
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t#in as a maritime nation, from the train-of fuccefs, which has 
almoft uniformly attended the various exertions of her naval 
power. For this purpofe he takes a general view of the ma- 
ritime hiftory of England, from the time of queen Elizabeth, 
and clearly evinces, that, in the numerous naval engagements 
which have fince taken place between the fleets of this coun- 
try and France, the former have, in fa&t, proved almoft con- 
ftantly victorious. In the fpace of near two hundred years, 
the only event which tends gees 4 to tarnifh the luftre of 
the Britifh flag,’ is the battle of Beachy-head, in 1690. This 
battle, as our author juftly remarks, is a ftriking inftance of 
the advantage which a fingle active power enjoys, when op- 
pofed to the fluggifh operations of a confederacy. The whole 
naval power of France was affembled in this action, while, on 
the contrary, the Englifh admiralty had been fo neglectful, 
that, as appears from lord Torrington’s trial, he might have 
had thirty fail more under his command, at the time of the 
engagement, After all, in this action, fo much boafted by 
the French, only fix Dutch, and two Englifh fhips, were funk 


or burnt; a victory of too little importance to decide: the. 


empire of the fea; and even after which the French navy was 
glad to feek fhelter in its own ports. 

From all. the confiderations adduced by Mr. Sinclair, in this 
enquiry, we have the pleafure to declare it as our opinion, that 
he has in the cleareft manner refuted the precipitate, and per- 
haps only affeted, but undoubtedly groundlefs and pernicious 
affertion of the noble lord, who, we are fully perfuaded, will 
not be difpleafed at his own confutation, in a cafe where the 
honour and intereft of his country are fo deeply concerned, 
Through the warmth of debate, the noble lord had rafhly af- 
firmed, in fpeculation, what himfelf has already difproved, 
or may hereafter difprove, in praétice. We therefore 
hope that Great Britain will proceed, as formerly, to affert the 
dominion of the ocean, on which her navies have during fo 
‘many ages rode triumphant. ‘* Let us, as our author admo- 
nifhes, be firm, fteady, and united, and it is fill poffible that 

the war, which at prefent feems to threaten our own coatts, 
may yet be carried into the very havens of our enemies.’ 

Should this excellent pamphlet undergo another edition, we 
would recommend to the author to change the word hemi/phere, 
which is inadvertently ufed twice to exprefs different quarters 


of the globe, 
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( 364.) 
Difquifitions om feveral Subjects. (Concluded, from p. 259.} 


W E have already reviewed the greater part of thefe Dif- 

quifitions, and have obferved, that though they are 
written ets great elegance, they are full of wild and chime- 
rical notions. This reprefentation may be thought uncandid 
and unjuft by fome'of the author’s admirers; but we fee no 
reafon to alter our former fentiments. We are fhocked at his 
fyftem of religion, the idea of an omnipotent Being, who is 
fuppofed to punifh us for crimes, of which we have not the 
leaft conception, and to delude us with a pretended revelation, 
which, according to his account, is wrapt up in darknefs and 
myftery, and, in a variety of inftances, inconfiftent with the 
dictates of reafon and common fenfe. ‘This is a grofs mifre- 
prefentation of the conduét and charatter of the Supreme Be- 
ing, and the rational and liberal principles of the Chriftian 
difpenfation. 

We are far from doubsing our author’ s fincerity on this oc- 
cafion, When we find, that he very ferioufly maintains the 
doGrine of a pre-exiftence, we can have no reafon to queftion 
the extent of his faith, with refpe&t to thofe pretended princi- 
ples of Chriftianity, which, he fays, ‘ muft be inevitably con- 
demned, if brought before the tribunal of reafon.’ 

In the PAN Difquifition, the author, having taken his 
leave of metaphyfics and theology, of incomprehenfible doc- 
trines and implicit faith, proceeds to a more familiar fubject, 


.Government and Civil Liberty. 


_ Under thefe articles he examines the following propofitions : 

1. That all men are born equal, - 

' zg. That all men are born free. : 7 

3. That all government is derived from the people. 

. That all government is a compact between the governors 
and the governed. 

5. That no government ought to laft any longer, than it 
continues to be of advantage to the two contractiny parties, 
that is, to the governed as to the governors, __ 

- In examining the firft-_propofition, he fays: ‘ If by this pro- 
pofition it is only meant, that all men are equally born, that 
js, that one man is as much born as another, I fhall not dif- 

ute its truth: but in every other fenfe it is entirely falfe ; for 
we daily fee, that fome are born with beautiful and healthy 
bodies, "and fome with frames diftorted, and filled with the 
moft deplorable difeafes ; fome with minds fraught with the 
feeds of wifdom and genius, others with thofe of idiotifm and 
madnefs ; fome, by the laws and conftitutions of their coun- 


‘tries, are born to the inheritance of affluent fortunes and di- 


ftinguifhed 
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Ringuifhed honours; others to alife of poverty, labour, and 
ebfeurity. How thefe can be faid to be born equal, t cannot 
comprehend. : 

This is mifreprefenting the poifit in queftion. The squtkiey, 
contended for by writers of the oppofite party, is an equality 
of power and jurifdittion over the lives, liberties, and pare 
ties of others, antecedent to all civil compacts. 

‘ But, fays theauthor, fuppofing they were all botit éqyual, 
would this prove, what is always intended to be proved ‘by it, 
that they ought always to-continue fo? Or can any. argument 
be drawn from thence again their future inequality: aac ract 
ordination ?? 

No argument certainly can be drawn from. thence dgaint 
their future inequality or fubordination ; nor is fuch aninfe- 
rence pretended. Itis only afferted; that met are equal, till 
they have confented to a fubordination. 

With refpe& tothe fecond propofition, that all men are bien 
free, is This, fays our/author; is fo far from being true, that 
the firft infringement of this liberty is being born at all ;. which 
is impofed upon them, without their confent,: given either by 
themfelves or their reprefentatives ; andit may eafily be fhewn, 
that man, by the-conftitution of his nature, never fubfitts .2 
free and independent being, from the firft to the laft moment 
of his refidence on this terreftrial globe: where, during the 
firft nine months of his exiftence, he is confined in a dark and 
faltry prifon, debarred from hight and air ; tillat length, by an 
habeas corpus brought by the hand_of fome kind déliverer, he 
is fet at liberty: but what kind of liberty does he then-enjoy? 
he is bound hand and foot, and fed upon bread .and water, 
for as long a period ; no fooner is he unbound, than he makes 
fo bad aufe of his hberty, that it becomes neceffary that he 
fhould be placed in a ftate of the feverett difcipline, firt ander 
a nurfe, and then a fchoolmafter, both equal tyrants in. their 
feveral departments ; by whom he is again confined without 
Jaw, condemned without a jury, and whipt without mercy. Jn _ 
this flate of flavery he continues many years 3 and at, the expi- 
-yation of it, he is obliged to commence an involuntary fubject 
of fome civil government ; to. whofe authority he mutt fubmit, 
however ingenioufly he may difpute her right, on be) jaftly 
hanged for difobedience to her laws? And this is the fum to- 
tal of human liberty.’ 

This is ingenious declamation. But if the former propofi- 
tion be true, the latter will follow of courfe: if men)are born 
equal, with refpe& to their want of power over one another, 
they muft be equally free. _ But admitting the fubjeGtion, for 
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which our author contends, it would be abfurd to infer from 
thence, that a man has no right, in any other inftance, to ci- 
vil liberty. 

Our author adds: ‘ that a faGtious and turbulent difpo- 
fition, and an impatience of controul, difqualifies a man for 
the celeftial community.’—Very true. But ate we then to 
conclude, that the oppoiers of tyrants are difqualified for hea- 
ven? If this be the neceflary confequence of the foregoing 
propofition, every man, who rofe up in defence of his liberty 
againft:- James the Second, is-—gone to the devil, 

In’ difcuffing the third propofition the author fays: ¢ The 
inference ufually drawn from this propofition is ‘utterly falfe, 
which is, that: becaufe. all government is. derived from the 
people, the people have a right to, refume it, and adminifter 
it themfelves whenever they pleafe.’ 

Our author himfelf, in the: fame paragraph, fapplies us 
with a fufficient anfwer to this obfervation. ‘ I agree, fays 
he, with thefe pretended patriots,.that the people -in every 


‘country have:a right to refift manifeft grievances and op- 


prefiions, to change their governors and even. their conftitu- 


.tions; on great and éxtraordinary occafions. Whenever they 


groan under the rod’ of tyranny, they have a right to fhake it 
off, and form a conititution more, productive of liberty.’ 

'* But who are thofe in this country, continues the author, 
whom our modern demagogues diflinguifh by this name, and 
veft with this fupreme dominion ? Not the hereditary peers 
of the realm ; not the reprefentatives of this very people, in par- 
liament‘affembled ; ; not the paftors of the church, the fages of 


- , the law, or the magiftrates whoare guardians of the public fafety ; 


not the pofleffors‘of landed property, the opulent ftockholder, 
or the wealthy merchant. ‘Thefe are. all reprefented as tools 
of minifters, lovers of flavery, united in a confpiracy to de- 


-ftroy their country and ruin themfelves: they point out to us 


no defenders’of' our liberties or properties, but thofe who have 
themfelves neither; no public-fpirit, but in the garrets of 
Grub-ftreet ; no reformation, but from the purlieus of St. 
Giles’s ;. nor one Solon, or Lycurgus, but who is to emerge 


. from the tin-mines of Cornwal, or the coal-pits of Newcattle. 


"Thefe‘are not the people whom I fhould chufe to truft with 
unlimited power, becaufe I know they are totally incapable of 
employing it to any falutary purpofe, even for themfelves ; 


_ - and’ Whatever° might be our grievances, redrefs from fuch 


hands would be:much more intolerable.’ 
We have as defpicable an opinion, as our author can have, 


- of that pee of the community, which is ufually called the 


mob. 
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mob. But we know no writer, who confines the idea of the 
word people to this clafs of men. In all political authors of 
reputation, ‘ the king and the people’ imply the fovereign on 
one hand, and the whole nation op the other, including un- 
der the latter, the moft refpectable members of the ftate. 

The fourth propofition is, ‘ That all government is a com- 
pact between the governors and the governed.’ 

Our author ftates this propofition imperfectly. He fhould 
have faid, all well-regulated governments is a compact. This 
limitation would have prevented fome ufelefs declamation,— 
He treats the notion of a compact as ‘a ridiculous fiction.’ 
But in this, and other countries, there, have been many in- 
ftances of its real exiftence: the coronation oath is a ftanding 
proof of its reality. 

In examining the fifth propofition he infifts, ‘ that if. it is 
adopted, and by advantage wealth and power are to be. un- 
derftood, there is an end of all government, at once, for the 
greateft fhare of thefe muft be poffeffed by the.governors, be- 
caufe without it they could not govern...,On this.principle 
the governed, he thinks, would have a perpetual right torefitt ; 
and every government ongett to be diffolved at the moment:.of 
its commencement. 

This reaioning is by no means fair and conclufiye, . Tyhe ine ~ 
tereft of the prince:and his people ought to he the fame, The 

- advantage is, not that of equal wealth and power on both 
fides, but that of wealth and power on one hand, and pro- 
tection on the other, or a perfect fecurity, not only againf 
foreign and domeftic violence, but even againft the encroach- 
ments of the prince himfelf. _‘Thisis the only principle, upon 
which a juft and equitable government can poflibly exit. When- 
ever this is violated, fuch a government can only. be called 
ufurpation, tyranny, or defpotifm, 

Difguifition VIII. on Religious Efablithments, ) 

In this enquiry the author fets out with the following: x re- 
marks : 

‘ The zealous advocates for religious liberty foqnanele at- 
tack us with this triumphant queftion, What has government 
to do with men’s religion? To which I an{wer, Nothing, 
provided men’s religion had nothing to do. with .govern- 
ment: but our religious and political opinions and interefts 
are fo intimately connefted, and fo blended together, that 
it is impoflible to divide them. .Were religious contnroverfies 
relative to fpeculative dotrines only, government, would 
have neither right or inclination to. interfere in them ;,but 
fuch are by no means the objects of contention: thefe. dog- 
trines, believed by few, and underftood by fewer, are nothing 
‘more 
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‘more than the fignals’ of parties firaggling for fepctierity, not 

‘for truths 9 

« ) €yle-will perhaps be faid, , that there are fave! pious and 
hones perfonss: who have «adopted opinions on teligious fub- 
| Jes, which they cannot relinquith without violating. both 

. their teaform and their confeience ; and that thefe opinions, 
ae which they re accountable to God alone, no government 

ean have.a right to controdl. 

& Terthis, fays our author, I readily agree, fo long as_they 
-coutinue to be opinions only; but whenever they fhoot up 
“justo aGions, which is their natural ptocefs, they then come 
withitithé ‘line’ of human  jurifdiGion ; and government is 

to take notice of them; not from ates, but from ne- 
ceffity and felf-prefervation.’— 
/ . Government cannot remain an nAchniaiesist fpeétator 
_ of thefe-contentions, in which her. own exiftente is-at flake, 
_sbarmak -firetch’ oat-a pacific hand to compofe them : this the 
can effe& by no other method, than by taking one, which fhe 
mot approves, under her prote&tion, maintaining Its minifters, 
and forming her public worfhip agreeable to its dottrines ; 
. that is, in other words, by an eftablifhment: and. thus we hie 
\that fome religious eftablifhment muft neceffarily make a part 
of every sfational conftitution ; which ‘neceflity proceeds not 
from any natural connection between religion and government, 
but, becanfe the artifice, ignorahce, and fuperftition of man- 
‘einid never fail to unite them: and hence, F apprehend, -atifes 
that alliance between church and ftate, which has been fo 
much difcefied, and fo little underftood.’ 

‘Phere is fomething abfurd in this ‘laf affertion, viz. that 
the alliance between church and fate arifes from the artifice, 
ignorance, and fuperftition of mankind. This is a refletion 
on. both parties ; and fuch a defpicable union can never be 
lafting. 

Qaur author fays: very rationally: ‘ The eftablifhment of one 
religion ought always to be accompanied by an unlimited to- 
Teratron of alk others, on the principles of both juftite ‘and 
_ policy ; of juftice, becaufe, although every government has a 
right to beftow her proteCtion and ‘emoluments on any modé of 
_#sligion Which fhe moft approves, fhe can ‘have no Tight to 
enforce the belief or exercife of that, or to prohibit the pro- 
fefion of any other, by compulfive penalties ;_ of policy,, be-. 
caufe fuch a toleration is the moft effectual means of putting 
an end to all religious diffenfions, which fpringing, for the 
moft part, from a love of fingularity and contradiGtion, thrive 
under perfecution, and, when they ceafe to be oppofed, they 
ceafe to exift. 2 
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© TF fome eftablithment is thus neceflary, fo maft be fome 
tefts, or fubfcriptions, by which the friends of this eftablifh- 
ment may be diftinguifhed, and the principles of thofe who 
are admitted into it afcertained ; without which it would be 
_ no eftablifhment at all: but. every wife government will take 
‘care to make thefe as comprehenfive as the nature of their in- 
ftitutions will admit, in order to leffen the number of her ene- 
_ Mies; for moft affuredly fuch will all be who are excluded.’ 

He proceeds to thew, that every religious eftablifhment muft 
be fiable to many imperfe€tions from its own nature, and the 
nature of man; that no man can be bound in duty to defert 
a national religion, on account of defeéts congenial to its na- 
ture ; or to fearch for perfeétion, which is no where to be 
found ; that fome religious eftablifhment is abfolutely necef- 
fary to the exiftence of every ftate ; but that it is not:necef- 
‘fary it fhould be free from all errors and corruption : ¢ it is, 
_ he thinks, fufficiently perfect, if it contains nothing repug- 
hant to the principles of found morality, and the doétrines of 
Chrift.’ 

In all thefe Difquifitions: the author has difplayed a lively 
imagination, and has exprefled himfelf with great perfpicuity 
and elegance of ftyle. Many of his obfervatious are ingenious, 
and many of them very juft; but they are intermingled with 
others, whch are wild, vifionary, and paradoxical. 





OGavius: a Dialogue. By Marcus Minucius Felix. Small 8ve. 
2s. 6a. boards. Cadell. 


Inucius Felix is fuppofed to have been a native of 
Africa, and to have lived about the year 220*. He 
refided at Rome, followed the profeflion of a lawyer, . and Was 
‘a profelyte to Chriftianity. This dialogue was formerly at- 
tributed to Arnobius (who wrote about the year 303) and was 
thought to be the eighth book of his treatife Adverfus Gentes, 
Tt was accordingly fubjoined to that work: in the earlieft edi- 
tions, But Francifcus Baldwinus reftored it to its proper au- 
thor, in his edition, publifhed at Heidelberg in 1560. Bald- 
‘winus’s differtation on that fubje&t is prefixed to Davies’s edi- 
tion, printed at Cambridge in 1716. 
_ ‘The only. MS. of Minucius, hitherto difcovered, is that in 
_the library of the king of France. As it is incorreét, and 
written with many perplexing abbreviations, it has afforded 
exercife for the conjectures of critics. Yet, notwithftanding 
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all thofe conjectures, there ftill remain in Minucius, fome pafs 
fages. very obfcure, and others inexplicable. 

‘ The fpeakers.in this dialogue are Cecilius a heathen, Oc- 
tavius a Chriftian, and Minucius, who acts as moderator be- 
tween the two difputants. 

‘The fubject,. . as. it is ftated by the tranflator, i is to’ this 
effed : 

é Cocitius. at firft, affumes the chara¢ter of an Academic 
philofopher ;, he then fpeaks like an Epicurean; and, at 
length, hecomes an advocate for the popular fuperititions of 
Paganifm, He arraigns s the ignorance and prefumption of 
the. Chriftians ; ; declaims againft the many flagitious practices 
laid to, their charge; cenfures their unfociable aufterity; and 
concludes with objecting to fome of the religious tenets pro- 
fefied, or faid to have been profeffed, by them. 


“i Oétavius, in the charaéter of a Chriftian philofopher, en- 


counters the arguments of Cacilius, maintains the unity of 
God, afferts his Providence, vindicates the manners of Chrif- 
tians, and partly attempts to explain their tenets, and partly 
refers a more:ample confideration of them to fome future oppor- 
tunity of difcourfe. 

© Then Cecilius acknowleges his belief in one God, and 
‘his conviction, that there is a Providence; he alfo admits the 
proof of the innocent manners of the Chriftians, As to other 
particulars he hefitatés, but ftill expreffes his hopes of ob- 
taining full fatisfaction on more deliberate inquiry., He per- 
seived that all the fyitems of Paganifm were erroneous, and 
that the once hated and defpifed Chriftians knew the One God 
and his Providence ; and therefore he defired to be of their fect ; 
OF, in the language of thole times, to be admitted into the 
‘rank of catechumen. 
_ © It.was neceflary to give this brief analyfis of the dialogue, 
left Minucius fhould be are ote to have undertaken to explain 
‘and vindicate the Chriftian religion at large.’ 
Some. things have been thought exceptionable i in this dia- 
‘to ue. . Czcilius, it is obferved, fpeaks under feveral difcor- 
dant charaéters, viz. that of an Academic philofopher, that of 
‘an ‘Epicurean, and that of an advocate for the popular fu- 

peritition. 

_An the difcourfe of Ofavius, the obfervations on the figure 
of the crofs (§ 29) which Minucius imprudently borrowed from 
other apologitts, are puerile and trifling. The argument. for 
one f{upreme power in heaven (§ 18) becaufe there 1s one {0- 
vereign among bees, and one leader. in flocks and:herds, is-ex- 
tremely frivolous.. His fyftem (§ 26, &c.) with refpect to: the 
agency of demons, their lurking’in ftatues amd images, their 
> ani- 
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animating the entrails ufed in divinations,. direttinig the flight 
of birds, difpofing lots, framing oracles, &¢, ate fuperititions 
and abfurd. The opinions, whigh he advances concern- 
ing the Pagan deities, fomietimes. reprefenting them 2s 
deified heroes, and, at other times, as evil and reprabated 
{pirits, is incénfiftent ; and his notion of the igmis fapiens *, 
« the intelligent fire,’ in his defcription of fature punifhment, 
is altogether extravagant. 

Yet, notwithftanding thefe, and fome other blemifhes, Mi- 
nucius Felix deferves a place among the firit of the Latin fa- 
thers, His dialogue in general is written in an elegant ftyle ; 
and his: manner of expoiing the opinions and practices of the 
heathens is acute, lively, entertaining, and inftrudtive. 

The fcene, where this conference is fuppofed to have been 
held, was on the fea-fhore near the city of Oftia, not far from 
the mouth of the Tiber, In his defcription of the place, Mi- 
nutius has the following pafflage, which, we fuppofe, has 
been often admired. We fhall:therefore prefent it to the 
reader, firit, in the original, and then, asa fhort fpecimen of 
the tranflation, in Englifh. 

‘ Cum ad id loci, ubi fubdu&te nawiculz, fubftratis.robori- 
bus, a terrena labe fufpenfe quiefcebant, pueros videmus cer- 
tatim geftientes, teftarum in mare jaculationibus ludere. Is 
lufus eft teftam teretem, jactatione fluctuum levigatam, legere 
de litore : eam teftam plano fitu digitiscomprehenfam, incli- 
nem ipfum atque humilem, quantum poteft, fuper undas in- 
rotare ; ut illud jaculum vel dorfum maris raderet, vel ena- 
taret, dum leni impetu labitur; vel, fummis fluétibus tonfis, 
emicaret, emergeret;.dum affiduo faltu fublevatur. Is fe in 
pueris victorem ferebat, cujus tefta & procutreret longiis, & 
frequentits exfiliret.’ § 3. 

* We came to that place, where fmall veffels are laid upon 
a frame of oak, to prevent their being rotted by contact with 
the ground. . There we faw fome boys ‘eagerly. engaged in 
the game of throwing fhells into the fea. ‘The nature of the 
game is this: from the beach they choofe a fhell, thin and 
polifhed by the waves ; they hold it in a horizontal pofition, 
and then whirl it along as near the furface of the fea as. pof- 
fible, fo asto make it fkim the furge in its even motion, or 

{pring up, and bound from time to time out of the water. 
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_..® Illic fapiens ignis membra urit & reficit, carpit & nutrit. § 35. 





“He had this idea probably from Tertullian, who has the fame ex- 


preffion: fapiens ignis effigiem vituli defundit illis. Scorpiace.’§ 3, 


or from Clemens Alexandrinus, who fays: ro ey Asageg ze +e 
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That boy is conqueror whofe hell ‘both runs out meee 
aud bounds. ofteneft.’.. .. 

1 This..defcription lofes pach of the. digaity conbtted oit:ic 
by, the Jaboured narrative’ of Minucias; when it is exprefied 
ander the. vulgar. name of Duckand Drake..; Ins Greek it has 
a more; pompous: appellation, emortpameyos. Euftathius: has 
defcribed: it in his commentary on the 18th book of the Iliad. 

In theworks of the Fathers, notwithftanding what Bouhours* 
has advanced in-their favour,.wemeet with very few paflages, 
which are either beautiful or fublime. * Moft of :thofe vee 

‘ werable> fcribblers wrote’ too many volumes, and paid too 

Jittle attention .to the choice of their thoughts, or the ele+ 
_ gance of their*language, In the following paflage. however 
Minucius‘expreffes himfelf with great propriety and energy. 
ijo€-De.you fuppofe that’ we hide .the obje&t-of our religious 
adoration; becaufe.we have no imagesor altars? But what 
image.of;God fhall I:nvake, fince, in truth, man himfelf is 
God’s jmage,?) And. what. temple fhall I-rearto him, whom 
the: univerfe,, Ais.own work,.canaot contain ? And while'I,:as 
a, mortal,, dwell. more-at large, fhall I attempt to circumfcribe 
- the influence of; fach ‘Majefty within one narrow» edifice ? Is 
aot he.to be. more fitly worfhipped.in our foul, and to be hal- 
Towed. in the inmoft receffes.of our bofom ? Shall I offer thofe 
» things:as victims and facrifices.to:God, which he brought into 
being for my:ufe,;and thas: ungratefully throw back his gifts 
upon him; while ‘the. beft offerings are good difpofitions, a 
pare foul, and fincerity in {peech? He therefore fupplicates 
God,. that ftudies to, be harmlefs; he nrakes oblations to Gad, 
that abftains.from.gvery difhonef practice» and he flays. the 
moft.eligible viétim; that refcues a-human creature from jeo- 
,pardy., , Thefe are, our facrifices, and fuch are the rites. with- 
which. we worthip,our God ;. and thus, amps sry oiqeage’ he 
asthe mot. religious, man whois the juttett. 

.£Bat it is:faid,..<* That we neither thew to others, nor our- 
felves behold,.that- Deity whom weworthip.”’ Indeed it sis 
afar this, very,reafon that we believe him to be God, becaufe 
we. axe fenafible of his exiftence, and yet cannot behold him, 
+We.difcernhis,.energy always prefent in his works, and in 
every motion’ .of the. univerfe, whether. he thunders,» or.fcat- 
ters his-lightnings, or.darts his bolts,-or. diffufes feremity over 
the:heavens,,, Neither oaght. you to, wonder that you fee.naot 
Gad... By blafs.of wind every thing is impelled, thaken, and 
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our sey we are unable to look upon the-fwn;/who fi#kes*all 
nature vifible; from ‘his beams the eye'with@raws itfelf,’ the 
fight of the beholder i is blunted}, and} ‘if he ¢onitindes td Sate, : 
atris wholly extinguifhed. What! could you endure the view 
of him:who'made. thefan,; and whois thé fountain: of fight, 
you who: turn away from: his® flafii; rand hide’ yourfelves’ ftom 
his thunderbolts !) Would you fee God with your bodily eyes, 
who'can neither fee nor apprehend your ‘own ‘foul; ty Wines 
| you five and {peak ! 
so It is alfo objefted, «* That*"God knows not: the’ seis of 
men; and that placed in heaven, he cannot infpee’ alf, or 
remark the. behaviour of each individual.”? © You “érr, ‘O' mor- 
tal, and you are deceived! for where ‘is it that:°God ‘is ‘at'2 
diftance, fince all things celeftial and earthly; ‘and’even’ thofe 
which lie beyond this province of his dominions, the'world, 
are known to him, and full of him ? "He is in allplaces mot 
nearto uss; nay, he is infufed'into us all, - Confider ' again 
the fan, fixed in heaven, and yet *fpread’out' over ‘the whole 
earth ; he isequally prefent in all places, ‘and’ blended with 
the whole creation, and every where his° brightnefs’ remains 
inviolated.. How much more is God, wh6"iiadé, @nd’ whid 
furveys all things, how much more is-he prefeht in darkness, 
and prefent even in that profound darknefs;: dir thoughts?" 
In another place, {peaking of ‘the refurreétion, “he: \fays, 
* Moreover, who can be fo ftupid ‘and brutifii as‘to defy, 
‘that man having been made at firft by God, may ‘alfo be made 
again by him; that the human body, ‘confidered’' as’ “fuch? “is 
no lefs a non-entity after death, than it was before it began’to 
exift; and that, as it could be produced; fo’ alfo it? ‘may Be 
‘renewed, out of nothing? Befides, it is: more difficult to begin 
eto make that to be, which jis not, than to reiteraté it after ‘tt 
has.once been. Do you imagine: that’ every: thing "eit 
out of our feeble view is loft alfo in the fight of God ?* ‘Body, 
whether dried up and become duft, or diffolved into dew; =f 
syeduced to afhes, or rarified into ‘{moke,° is*withdrawn /fréin 
us; but it ftill exifts with God,’ the guardian of the elements. 
Neither, as you fuppofe, do we’dread any detriment front the 
bnrning of our dead: bodies; but we'retain the ancient and’ the 
better cuftom-of'burying them. Behold, how all nature,” for 
our-confolation, feems to give preludes of a refurreétion here- 
tafter!. The fun finks' in the ocean, and emerges; the planets 
glide on im their courfes, and come back ;’ the flowers faH;' and 
jive anew; -after- a temporary old age; -the-fhrubs -reaffume 
their foliage ; \and. feeds mutt be corrupted’ before*they ‘dari put 
forth fhoots. So is the body in the grave ; it refembles trees, 
which in winter conceal their vegetation under a feigned ap- 
B b 2 ‘pearance 
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pearance of withering. Why .fhould you' be impatient for its 
revival and reftoration while winter is yet intenfe? We mu 
await the {pring-time of the body.’ 

_Dhere.are now, three, or perhaps more, tranflations of this 
dialogue in Englith. The firftis by R. James, of C. C. C. in 
Oxford, in 1636: this is a poor and antiquated verfion, 
The fecond is by Reeves, printed with the Apologies of . the 
Primitive Fathers; this is a work,of a much, higher character, 
The third, which is the publication before us, is fuperior to 
that of Reeves ;..and rendered {till more ufeful by critical notes 
and illuftrations. 
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An Enquiry into the State of Medicine'on the Principles of induc- 
tive Philofophy ; with an Appendix, age ins pradical Cafes 
“and Objfervations. By Ribert Jones, M -D. 8v0.. 6s, 
“Longman. . , 


A. Letter to Dr, Robert Fones of Gonparthenbhive: Ec. By An 
drew Duncan, M.D. Sc. 8vo. 1s. Longman, 


THE public have been fome time in poffeffion of Dr. Brown’s 
Elementa Medicine ; but have known little of it. We 


. were’ cautious of giving any opinion of a work ftill imperfect *, 


afd ‘much difeuifed by the language in” which | it was de: 
livered. Our quotation was a tacit apology for the general 
nature of our criticifm; and we were, at the fame time, 
cofifident that the work deferved little more. Our claffical 
readers may be furpriféd at this article, and turn, in vain, to 
the index ; our medical friends, formerly acquainted with the 
neighbouring univerfity, will be ftill more furprifed. We 
mtft clear up'the myftery : Dr. B.’s fyftem will be feen, under 
the title of Brunonis Elementa Medicine. — Why Brunohis ? 
THatis no more Latin, except in the termination, than Brown. 
i, he will fay, with the lawyer in the Funeral, it is zo¢ Eng- 
54nd no more is neceflary. When our readers have re- 
fefied theit memories with the quotation, they will alfo ex- 
claiin, “This is not elegant Tanguage ; it is frequently not La- 
tit F op rue, ‘he will reply; but it is ob/eure.—We cannot be 
fo exd& In ‘anfwering our medical friends ; bat will inform 
them, that J, B. ‘the Latin tutor; is now a /oi difant profeffor, the 
fabricator of new fyftems, and the fturdy opponent of the pre- 
fent'prattice* “It is to no purpofe to obferve, that he poffeffes nei- 
ther fiiperior’ genius ‘nor abilities. “This is a fpecies of iMlumi- 


_ nation, emphatically called the’ new dodrine ; and, in its effects 
not! Mhlike ‘what’ is “erithifiaftically called the” new birth. 
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‘The prefent performance brings this doétrine tothe ‘coprii- 
wance of reafon, as far as it is the objet of that’faculty; but, 
in reality, it is little better than an advertifement, unfkilfally 
fabricated, and injudicioufly managed.’ We’ have -afforded 
it an “attentive perufal; and fhall ‘now give ‘the fummary 
contents of the fyftem. Difeafes are faid to be either phlogiftic 
or ‘afthenic, that is, attended with inflammatory habit, or 
weaknefs. The caufe of all difeafes, and indeed every power . 
which operates on the human body, is faid to be fimulant, 
either in exce/s or in defe@, and thé difeafe itfelf is to be-ar- 
ranged under the fuitable clafs. The remedies ‘are ‘equally 
fimple and plain. The phlogiftic difeafes are cured by bleed- 
ing and purging; the afthenic by brandy, and laudanum in 
the dofe of about 100 drops.—We will not affront the under- 
ftanding of our readers, by hazarding a fingle obfervation on 
this very curidus and important difcovery. It is the darling 
child of Dr. B. greedily adopted, and carefled by Dr. J. 
The petulance and ignorance of the author of this tra, “ek 
cites our indignation. This very young phyfician, fulbof his 
own importance, confiders Hippocrates as a ftupid, ftari 
looker-on ; Sydenham but as half-informed ; and. charatterifes thé 
prefent race of phyficians, who go on in the old deffrufive 
courfe, as little better than legal affaffins. It is this ftudent, of 
a few years ftanding, who arraigns the prefent practice of phy- 
fic, who condemns nofology ; an attempt recommended by Sy- 
denham and Baglivi, and approved by Gaubius, as a fanciful 
innovation, calculated to miflead the views of thofe by whom 
the healths of men are direéted. 

In its execution the work is fuch as might have been expetted 
from its authors; pompous and flowery, arrogant and weak, The 
Newtonian rules of philofophy are compelled to ferye this new 
doétrine ; and lord Bacon is alfo preffed into the fervice as an 
auxiliary. They ferve however like Swifs or Heffians, by dif- 
ferent interpretations, equally on both fides; and ‘wanking 
have long fince learned to overlook the terror of a zame,—A 
great-part of this volume is totally inapplicable to. the fub- 
je& ;. and, with difficulty, we arrived at the Appendix,. 
where we found many cafes which. we vainly hoped would 
give this new fyftem its only rational foundation, We found, 
however, an apparently malicious extraét, from the Clinical 
Regifters, of a few unfuccefsful cafes, and are prefented with 
a .diffufe, ill-judged commentary on each, to fhow how the 
patient might have been cured by Dr, B. Two cafes follow, 
which were managed by the great improver himfelf. The frit 
is veryextraordinary, and we believe it to be much mifre- 
prefented. The fecond we implicitly believe ; let it {peak 
hiscy Bb 4« for 
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forsitfelfi: isAn old lady was. affedted with indigeftion, &c. 
then with a vomiting for two days. ‘ Dri:Biobysa amos: 
‘derate fhare of laudanum, and. 4 than THREE GLassEs of 
sen i fremmed the whole tumult_in three hours.’. "Two 
thatAAEAE he tok and were treated in the fame way ; and after 
‘third he left the patient in‘ A sTATE OF HAPPINESS— ° 
he feeling of which was increafed by the comparifoh’ of her, 
former ftate.” In fhort, the good lady was fairly intoxicated.— 
Her telations, feeing the impropriety of this conduét, did not” 
chiufe to repeat the fcene ; and, when the effects were worn off, " 
qe Aeneas very fick and weak. ‘The doctor, angry at the 
négle& of his favourite potation, gave it to her again himfelf. 
The old lady found the head-ach foon wear off, and the ficknefs 
wasremoved.—True! we have, in fimilar fituations, founda fmi « 
lar effect ; the genuine followers of Bacchus always prefcribe ‘ a‘ 
hair “of the’ fame: dog.’ The doétor is, notwithftanding his” 
faults, a fincere Chriftian. He manages himfelf in the fame way; 
atid 4 ftory is ‘told of his removing a fit of the gout by a fit 
of ‘drinkennefs. It is related very pomponily, and the af- 
fiftants, at the {ympofium, are pointed out ; but, in tender- 
néfs to their characters, we conceal the names. Though he 
thus ‘confcientioufly does as he would be done by, we would 
‘not advife the experiment to be repeated.—It may not always 
end.fo fuccefsfully ;.though we know that Dr. B. could fup- 
port this by many fmilar facts ; and we are fare that jm of 
his affiftants can atteft them. 


ah a —— 
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But it is now time to attend to the circumftance which has 
excited the attention of Dr. Duncan.—A ftudent was ill of 
a nervous fever ; Drs. Duncan and Monro attended. Dr. J. 
inal them. ignorant of the new doétrine, and perfuaded 

nurfe to, give him privately, in the delirium which at- 
tends» ithe: advanced fiates of that fever, large dofes of lau- 
danum: and brandy. This’ was done with B.’s confent and 
conitivance. The patient recovered, and they boafted of 
ir, Luécefs,—-On a. full inveftigation of the fac, in Dr. 
Ds’; pamphlet, the. nurfe. depofes, that fhe never gave the 
medicines‘ brought by Dr. J. and that he or Dr. B. never 
fawy “the patient but once, during the illnefs, when Dr. J. 
attempted to give him fomething which he was unable to 
{wallow 5: and that ithe medicine was thrown into the fire. 
She: is:confirmed.in her ftory by the depofition of the other 
mules ‘and’of the “landlady. It is needlefs to add, that Dr. 
Da tied "g letter i is written with good fenfe, candor, and mo- 
j ton :, poching, elfe could he PeBeHES from him. The re- 
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covery of the patient is indeed. a. fuflicient proof, that the me=> 

dicine was not given, i iwitay & tw noes 
Je preuve qu’il nétoit jamais mon medecin 
C’eft que je fuis encore en vie. 

‘But the attempt requires the fevereft reprehenfion, and we, 
think it a yery ill-judged lenity, that it \did not. undergo a legal. 
inveftigation. The patrons of the univerfity fhould exert them-- 
felves; the credit of the fchool is at ftake ; for the moft per- 
nicious notions are now mixed with the falutary inftruétion for 
which it has been hitherto famous. It is too late to treathim. 
with filent contempt. It is ufelefs to plead that he withes to 
add oppreflion and injury to the other circumftances by which he 
claims attention. Paracelfus, who burned, in ftate, the writings 
of Hippocrates and Galen, was an innocent madman, and. 
even a refpectable one, compared with a perfon-who ri{ques,, 
the life of an unfufpefting individual, and the credit of two, 
eminent practitioners, on the foundation of the wildelt reverie 
—of the moft ridiculous phantom that ever entered: the 
brains of an inhabitant of St. L—’s hofpital. It is time to- 
ftop thefe delufions of a wild and heated imagination, and by 
a decifive meafure to check the diffemination of fuch in- 
jurious doftrines. 3 
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Raccolta di Opufculi feientifict e letteravi di ch: Autori Italiani, Vol. VI. 
4to. Ferrara. 





*- 


A Colleétion of fmall fcientific and literary performances, ‘by va 
rious authors, publifhed by abbate Antonio Meloni, <3 
Vol. I. (220 pages.) On an infcription found in digging for 
foundation for a veftry of St. Peter's at Rome; Hic requiefcit fa pa 
Johannis V. H. olographus Propine Midori, qui vixit ann. pliis 
xiv. dep. x. kal. Junias. Confulatu Vilifarii v. c.; that is, the year 
of Chrift 535. He feems to have been ia fort of writer. or. clerk 
(iroygapos) of a Probina, a daughter or a wife of a certain Ifidoruss 
the plus minus xiv. annis, which he is faid to have lived, muft be 
underftood, after his being chriftened ... A fpeech by Tito Vefpa+ 
fiani Strozzi to pope Innocent VIII. reprinted from an old pride, 
On folitude, by Ant. Mar. Mini, a Carmelite... On anargument 
employed by Galileo in the third dialogue of his Nuova Scienza, by 
abbate Dr. Giov. Andres. On the ftudy of numifmatics ...Don 
Angelo dalla Fabra, on fevers. | Some pieces of poetry. i ae 
Vol. TI. (175 pages.) Two difcourfes by Dr. Giev,: Bonaccioli : 
the firft on ‘a cuttom of the ancient Babylonians, in:marrying their 
daughters, (or reafons for preferring homely, women. to -beauties,) 
The fecond :;on marriage, Three Latin letters by. fignor Jofep 
Maria Rivalta, againft Mr. D*Alembert’s affertion, that arts an 
fciences ought to’ be taught in: the ‘native languages of the learners; 
not 
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not in Latin. Three Contefe letterarie: on Dante ; on Petrarch, 
and grammatical remarks on the Latin and Italian languages. ‘A 
difcourfe on the reafons of the {mall progre(s of {ciences in this age: 
we fuppofe the author means to fpeak only of Italy ; though even 
with regard to his own country, hisfappofition appears difputable. 
VoL III. (492 pages.) An apology for St. Thomas’s learning, La- 
‘tin dittion and method, (againft Muratori.) Memoirs of the life of 
Dr. Buonafede Vitali, firit phyfician at Verona, and author of fome 
publications: he died in 1745. On the phydical caufe of the appa- 
rent fize of the fun and moon, on the horizon; by Ab. Melchiore. 
Carpentari. An eulogy on Philip della Torre, bifhop of -Adria; 
by Ab, Domen. Giorgi. Hiftorical memoirs of the noble family of 
Avie at Ferrara, by Dr. Ant. Frizzi. A difcourfe on poetical 
wuth ; by the late Ab. Aleff. Zorzi, &c. | 
—  ‘Wol. £V. (257 pages.) Conte Giordano Riccati, on the rife and 
fall of folid bodies in fluids. _Laborious and critical corrections of a — 
wumber of paffages in a piece of Italian profe, beginning with Dante’s 
Credo. A fpeech delivered at Ferrara, on the neceflity of genuine 
eriticif in divinity. An eulogy on conte Baldaflar Caltiglione, by 
Andrea Rubbi, a Venetian. Remarks on an explanation given by 
~Giambatilta Pafferi, of an infcription difcovered in the Ferrarefe, 
3n-3765: relating to the topography of the Mouths of the Po, and to 
the illuftration of ancient geography. 

Vol. V. (220 pages.) Memoirs of the life of cardinal Sforza 
Pallavicino, by P. Ireneo Affo, deputy librarian to the duke of 
- Parma.. Conte Giordano Riccati, on the two forts of refiftance op- 

pofing the motion of folid bodies in fluids, Letters by Ab. Jacopo 
‘ Facciolati, from the year 1710to1713, publifhed with notes by 
eonte Girol. Silveftri, and containing a great variety of literary 
anecdotes. Extract from conte Lod. Barbieri’s Errores maximi 
circa fcientiam de motu detecti. -Julii Cafaris Bordonii, (or Jul. 
Cefaris Scaligeri) Elyfium, a poem on a villa of the family of Efte in 
an iffand in the river Po. ext 

Vol. VI. (192 pages.) Tommafo Temanza, on Vitruvius Scamilli 
tmpares, a Latin fpeech, inthe Archigymnafium at Ferrara, againft 
Jean-le Clerc,.on-his.having exaggerated the indifpenfable neceflity 
of the oriental tongues for divinity. The life of Hippolyta Gonzaga, 
ducheis of Mondragone, by P. Ireneo Affé. Ab. Gianjacopo 
Coleti, onthe pedagogues among the ancients. Eleven infcriptions 
from Hifpellum in Umbria, Venilia, a Latin poem on Vanilla. 


Li A s 





RO mio ‘ . 3 
Thefaurus Sueo-Gothicus, continens Scripta varia, vel ab AuGaribus 
oduecis compofta, vel Res Suecicas fpedtantia. Tomi Primi Fafciculus I. 
bago Pages: Seo, Stockholm. 


Fh eat céilettion, publifhed by the very induftrious M. C, Chr, ’ 
Gyoerwell ; in which he propofes to infert, and to publifh in- 
Eatin, firch acddemical and other differtations, fpeeches, poems, 
prograhymds, memoirs, documents, letters, and eflays, as may pro- 
mife to prové ufeful or acceptable to foreigners; each volume is té 
contitt of four fafciculi. ir, 
“The ‘firft fafciculus of the firft volume, accordingly, contains: * 
‘4: Gultavologia, circa Suéecix Regis Guftavi IIT. Fettum ‘Coro- 
. watronis ‘Tv ‘cal. Fuk. 1772, modulata, a Joh. Corylander, S. Th. 
Do. et Paltore ad ecclefias Gemthoeg et Nafum in’ Blekingia; a 
poeib, not defkitute of merit. e 
¥ i Ze om- 
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2, Commentatio de Fatis Litterature Juridice in Suecia, by the 
late Dr. Ol). Rabenius, profeffor and fyndic at Upfal; who had been 
commanded to collect the ancient Swedihh laws and cuftoms, and been 
already employed fifteen years in fearching for them in the public 
archives, and offices of records, and in the private libraries of 
learned individuals ; when he undertook the prefent work, the pub- 
lication of which is to be continued in the next fafciculus. The-pr 
fent part contains only the firft period of the hiftory of Swedith laws, 
during which both jurifprudence and judicature were very defeétive, 
and in the hands of priefts, who kept all their juridical, philofophi- 
cal, and theological knowlege very fecret, and recorded them in 
runes unknown to all the laity. In the fecond period, the Chri. 
tian lagmen, or legiferi, had the knowlege of the traditionary laws; 
in the third, it again returned to the clergy ; in the fourth, a few 
lay-judges recovered fome knowlege of the laws ; in the fifth, the 
ftudy of laws appears to have been at a ftand: but, during the 
fixth, it fuddenly rofe toa confiderable degree, by the eftablifhment 
of the higher courts of juftice, and the foundation of the univerfity 
of Upfal, and arrived at its zenith, from which it now feems again 
to decline. 

3. Plante Surinamenfes, an univerfity difputation held by Dr. 
Jacob Alm, in 1775, under the late chevalier Linn@us : comprizin 
thirteen new genera, and fifty new fpecies, of which one only, call 
Guftavia,, has been defcribed and engraved. 

4. Mr. Jhre’s critical-and learned illuftration of the fragment of, 
Livy, publifhed by Mr. Bruns. ee 

5. De Statu Rei Litterariz in Suecia, per Tempora Unionis Cal-_ 
marienfis ; an univerfity difputation by M. Adolph Frederick Kjel-. 
lin, under profeffor Lagerbring ; containing an enquiry whether 
their learning had improved or declined during the period of the 
union of the three northern crowns; the refult is, that Sweden 
preferved then the balance, in this refpect, with other flates, tilla 
change was effected by the reformation. 

6. Differtatio de Senfibilitate Offium morbofa, from 17805 an in- 
ftructive and valuable performance. | 





Beytrage zur Gefchichte der Erfindungen ; or, Contributions to the Hi 
of Inventions, by Prof. Fohn Beckmann of Goeltingen. Part II. 10) 
Sheets, in 8vo. Leipzig. (German ) | 


a Memoir on the hiftory of clocks, written and read by the late 
profeffior Hamberger, at a meeting of the royal fociety of 
Goettingen, in 1758. 
2°The hiftory of the adulteration of wines.. The Greeke and 
Romans knew that wines became more clear, fweet, -and 
durable, by being boiled in leaden veffels; they all knew. the.effedts 
of vinous acids on lead; they obferved that their wines became 
hurtful to health ; yet they never thought to impute that hurt to 
lead; but they imputed it to additions of lime, which were likewile 
ufed for the fame perpatf Yet even then, many phyficians cau- 
tioned them againft the ufe of leaden water-pipes. The author 
here examines the effects of lime, &c..on wine, illuftrates many paf- 
fages in the ancients, and confutes a variety of miftakes, He after- 
wards traces the hiftory of the adulteration of wines, and thei pro~ 
hibitions threugh the fubfequent ages, efpecially in Germany, . 


. 3. The 
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oo $--The biftory. of infaring. thipping, &c..an iovention unknowr 
to the Romans, though they, had, very nearly arrived atit.. The 
paffages quoted by Puffendorf, Barbeyrac, and others, from Livy, 
Suetonius, &c. fpeak only of voluntary fatisfactions granted fa 
merchants who loft their thipping in.the fervice of the publics but 
“no trace is found of a premium, neceflary for conitituting an in- 
furance. Neither is infuriag mentioned in the maritime codes of 

Oleron,: Wifby, or the Hanfeatic; league, or in the Confolato del 
Mate. Prof,.B. has not yet been able to difcover any police of in- 
‘suring, older than 1523: he has. related all the regulations of in- 
sarances madein.the fixteenth and the following centuries. It is 
fomewhat remarkable that. fo early as the beginning of the feven- 
teenth century: fome perfon,advifed count Anthony Ginther. of 
Oidenburgh, to undertake the infuring of houfes againf fire, on 
the proprietor’s paying him an annual premium of one per cent. 
fos the valuesnfured. The count:ftarted many difficulties, and re- 
warded the projector, without adopting his plan. De 
olge The hiftory of tulips 3 they were fr& brought from Cavala, a 
townin Macedonia, to Conftantinople, and thence, about the middle 
of the fixteenth:century, into: Europe. » The tulipomania,. which is’ 
here mir-utely:explained, was not founded on any extravagant fond- 
nefs; or Onan. imaginary value fet:on tulips, but it was) ratheria 
game at hazard, sora {pecies of wagers, like the Miflifippi trade, 
er the prefent ftock-jobbing, as carried on.at Amfterdam,. &e,-efpe» 
cially: by Jews. Lo that tulip-trade, neither-the purchafer defired, 
nor the feller delivered, tulip-onions, but the whole jobbing trade 
turned on thew price at the:time when the payment became ‘due, 
That folly is now fucceeded by the rage after numerical or Genoefle 
lotteries ; which deferve, and will meet with the fame fate.» °°: 

15. Hiftory of the turmalines... They were not known before the 
elofz of the laft century,and were brought by the Dutch from the ifland 
of Ceyloa; tor the lyncurium, theamedes, and. carbunculus of 
the ancients, were probably na tunmalines. Itis commonly though¢ 
that the oldeft printed notice of turmalines, is that inthe Memoirs 
of the Parifian Academy for the-year 1719; but a much more ac- 
curate defcription is to be found in a German book, entitled, Cus 
rious Speculations in Sleeple(s Nights. So early as 1740, German 
phyficians made various experiments. with turmalines, in order to 
difcover the true caufe of its:attraction. The turmalin is found 
noticed in the Catalogue of the Collection of Natural Curiofities, 
made by Paul Hermann, who frefided:in Ceylon from 1670—1677. 
6. A-minute hiftory of flow’ and imperceptible poifons, known 
under the name of Poudres de Suceefhon. They were not unknown 
to ‘Theophrattus, in whofe’ time Thrafyas and hisdifciple-Alexias, 
becasite famous: by: preparing: thems ‘Fhe Greeks, and afterwards 
the Romans; employed vegetable and animal fabitances for fuch 
abominable ipurpofes; the former, chiefly, the aconitum, the ci- 
cuta, and the papaver ; and the latter, the lepus marinus, or, asis 
bag the aplyfia depilans Linnzi. In modern times, the 

rengér and) more general mineral poifons, have been employed. 

Wethere meet with the horrid hiftory of that female fiend, Tophas 
nia, of Naples;:the: Roman poifonings under Alexander VII..to 
the Freniobrones, about the year16703 the exceffes of the marquifs 
@e <Brinvillters ;> of St; Croix ;»0f Ja> Vigoureex; and-Ja Vortin; 
‘withthe biftory of«the chambre ardéhte, which at laft degenerated 
‘gato a political inquifition : and with a remarkable anecdote, that 
Charles XI. king of Sweden,. died of fuch a poifon. a 

ae 7: 48 








! 


Forricon ARTICLES, 381 

». An hiftori¢al account of the univerfal and periodical catalogues 

of books pubtithed ‘from’ fait''to fairs The’ firft was printed by 
George Willer,’ a bookfelfer from’ Augtbarg, in r554. 0 





Ef-W utile au Peuple d'étre trimyé, fiit qwon Vinduife dans de nouvelles 
oS" “Erreurs, ou qu'on Uentrétienne dans celles 0% it ef? Berlin, 


A Very delicate prize queftion propofed by the Royal Academy of 
4.* Sciences at Berlin, to which no fewer than forty-two anfwers 
awereoreturned, Of. thirty-three of thofe which could be admitted 
to contend for the prize, twenty were for the negative, and thirteen 
for the affirmative.: To either party the Academy. adjudged one 
moiety of the prize: and fix from among the affirmative; and three 
from among the negative an{wers, obtamed the accefit, OF) this 
variety of anfwers we can notice only the two which gor the prize, 
and three of thofe.which obtained the acceffit. The affirmative an- 
{wer which was crowned, had been written by M. Frederic. de Ca- 
Millon, profeflor of mathematics at the Royal Academy-of.Noble 
Cadets. He endeavours to demonitrate his propofition, that itis 
fometimes beneficial for the common. people to be led by errors, 
both with regard to political arrangements, and with regard to ‘re- 
ligion. He draws his arguments, in the firft place, and:in general, 
from the nature of the thing, from .the impracticability- of leading 


the bulk of a people, always, and folely, by juft reprefeatations, | 


He then appeals to experience: with regard to moral and political 
errors, be refers to the beneficial effects of chivalry, to the great 
political inftitutions: made hy Romulus, Manco Capac, Lyeurgus, 
and Semiramis, which could not have been accomplithed withdut 
delufion ; to the enthufiaftic attachment of the Freneh to their 
national glory, and to their kings, and. to the enthufiafin ‘of the 
Englith for their liberty, With regard to religion, be thinks, it 


will. be allowed that the belief in a Deity and in rewards and pas © 


nifhments, to be adjudged by him in a future ftate, is, at any rate; 
a perf{uafion or fentiment, which, even independently of. its: truth; 
ought for its beneficial effects to he inculcated and maintained in the 
bulk of mankind. If it fhould be objected to him, that thofe pro- 
pofitions are truths, and cannot, of courfe, ferve for proofs to ‘his 
arguments ; he replies, that it ought to be confidered, that thefe 
fundamental truths of religion cannot be inculcated, and operate 
on the bulk of man, but by means of fome mixture with errora 
He:thinks that in certain’ ages, and in many nations, no religi 

whatever could haveexifted, without polytheifm ; in thefame man- 
ner, as among the people, the devil is ftill an effential objet of 
their creed. ‘The very generality of the ftudied introduétiomor fup- 
port of. illufion, in all nations, appears itfelf to him a fufficient 
proof of its neceflity. From .thefe premifes he concludes,’ that-it is 
a duty for leaders of nations to impofe as little as poffible on the 
people, though never but for their own and realgood; and cates 
fully to promote the gradual improvement of their underfandings, 
in order to renderthe iliufion more and more needlefs ,..fince a 
too fudden diffufion: of certain truths has often proved more fatal 
than all their oppofite errors in political and: religious matters; as 
appears not ooly-from: religious wars, and from infurrections of 
fadje&ts again their fovereigns, but alfo from the new errors'and 
defects {prung up from too iudden and tumultuary reformations\% 
bef t | 7 : oreoo # tay 
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that the bef polible method for leading the people to the knowlege 
of truth,. is, by “a gradualprogrefs from grofs to fmaller errors. 
That fuch a progrefs is perceptible in the hiftory of all nations, 
and even in that of the I{raelites. Neither is it to be feared, if thofe 
principles-are but judicioufly attended to and purfued, that the dif- 
covery of errors thus introduced or kept up for fuch purpofes, will 
‘yevolt man’s mind; fince, on one hand, that difcovery will be flow 
and ‘gradual; and, on the other, that degree of light which is 
effected, will alfo eafily account for the neceffity and ufeftinefs ‘of 
ithe preceding delafion. The author concludes with af ingénious 
enquiry for the reafons, why, afterall, his opinion feems to contain 
fomething harfh and offenfive to moral fenfe. ) ; 
sueMr. Gillet; of Halberftadt, takes the fame part, but with fefs 
‘thoeght and ‘nore paflion, vet obtained the firft acceflit. In his 
opinion, the queftion may alfo be expreffed thus = Is the enlighten. 
ang'ofthe underftanding to begin from: the higher ranks, or from 
the lower ? When the governing part are by the knowlege of truth 
‘led to the prattice of goodnefs, the bulk of the people, he thinks, 
need no enlightening of their: underftanding, of which, befides, they 
meverare conipletely fufceptible; if, on the contrary, the govern- 
. ang part’ be deftitute of that knowlege, that partial and imperfe&im- 
provement “6f the people’s intellectual faculties, pives rife to the 
smoftt darigerous infurrections and-confufion. This, Mr. Gillet finds 
to have been the cafe in all the improvements of the intellectual fa- 
eulties of nations at Jarge, that have hitherto happened, or are now 
Happenings: as inreligious reformations ; in the infurreétion of the 
North Americans’; in the revolutions of the Englith government: 
vevenin ‘the deliverance of the peafants from their former fervitude, 
and the enlargement of the inftru€tion of the country people. ‘* Pro- 
bably, fays he,-p: 13. the greater part of your prefent fubjects will 
blefs you for this: but moft certainly, the third, at fartheft the 
fourth generation, will prove to your grand children, or great grand 
children, with thrafhing flails and’ dung-forks, that ail-men jare 
éqtial, and that no man can havéa right to claim more than what. 
he himfelf has with the fweat of -his own brows laboured to raife 
from the foil,®, And, p. 16, * The liberty of the people at London, 
Berne, and Amfterdam, is, with a very fmall-exception, juft that 
fame liberty which the prifoner in the Baitile, or in the citadel of 
Magdeburgh; dreams of.” Enough to characterife this writer by 
his own’ words! They need no commentary, and reflexiens will 
crowd of themfelves on every fenfible reader’s mind, ° 
_ In the differtation fent by thérev. Mr. Gebhard, of Berlin, that 
‘writer proves, with greater minutenefs than his competitors, that 
Jodicious men in all ages have thought it neceflary, either to lead the 
people imto, or leave them in errors. From the difficulty of dif- 
coveting dbjeMive truth, he then infers, that every way of thinking 
by whicli man.is conftantly rendered eafy, and excited toa virtuous 
fife: may ferve him for truth, whatever relation it may bear to the 
mature of things. Since then, all depends on the appreciation 
of the opinions, he endeavotirs, with as much accuracy as pofhible, 
in general, to‘afcertain rules, by which the more enlightened part 
of a-nation- ought to govern their conduct with regard to popular 
injons, 9 res) 
The rev. M, J. L. Minnich, of Wildberg, thinks, that the people 
Ought not to be induced, or kept in errors, but fo far only. as fuch 
@xrors may prove the means for leading mankind by —eo 
_—_ . :  @e- 
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degrees to the knowlege, of truths that.governors, therefore, muft 
never ftand ftill.at,. or propofe popular errors as an end, oraim 3 
fince the greater or more durable happinefs of man depends on juit 
ideas... That God him(elf has proceeded on the fame way in the edu- 
cation of mankind. 
The other differtation which obtained the prize, was written in 
French, by, Mr. R. Z. Bekker, governor to the young barons of 
Dachenroede at Erfurt, and by the author tranflated into Ger- 
man, with fome improvements, and an appendix, in which he 
protefts, that nothing could have prompted him to bes on this 
queltion, but the fear lett defpotifm might avail itfelf. of a juftifi- 
cation of the claim of-concealing truth from the people, for keep- 
ing it by ignorance, in a dull aad paflive tranquillity, .and, (if the 
obligation to truth were not fufficiently known) for erecting its own 
felfith interefts into its fupreme law. That to: remove, this: fear, 
was to him an obje& more interefting than the prizes or applaufes of 
all academies whatevers 27 9 

He firft {tates the meaning of the problem thus¢ is. it, ufeful to 
impede the intellectual progrefs of a nation, to diffufe folly, and.to 
narrow the citizen’s {phere of activity: and then. he endeayours to 
difcover,. from.the eflential inftinéts of human nature, ‘the charatter 
of real,ufefylnefs. Both from the general hiftory of nations, from 
a comparative view.of man, and other living or inanimate creatures, 
and fromthe inveftigation of all his phyfical, intellectual, and 
moral attributes, he infers, that the power of enlargement or im- 
_ provement, or,the active faculty and tendency towards improving 
his condition by enlarging his activity, conftitutes the {pecifiec chia- 
racter of human nature; that confequently error, and its mfeparable 
attendant, ignorance, as they are limitations, counteract the defti- 
nation of man, and capnot therefore be really ufeful. 


ye” ee 








FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Mémoires hifloriques et critiques fur Uaucienne Republique d’ Arles, pour 
fervir a UHifioire générale de Provence. Par M. Anibert, Gc. 3 
vols. 12m0. Arles & Yverdon. | 


“FN the firft part the author éxamines the different opinions on the 
’ origin of the republic of Arles; and thinks it was founded by 
archbifhop Ayeard, whom pope Gregory VII. caufed, in 1080, to be 
depofed by his legates, in'a Some betd at Avignon. | wen 
In the fecond part, he treats of the eftablifhment of the confulfhip 
of Arles, in 1131; and concludes with a chronological lift of the 
confuls from that period, to the eftablithment of the podeflary. 
In the third part, he treats of that podeftary, and gives likewile & 
lift of the fucceflive podeftats, down to the year 1251, when the re- 
public ended, and the city of Arles fubmitted to Charles of France, 
count of Anjou and Provence, vi whos 
This is a learned work: whofe author fometimes diffents from Mr. 
Papon, the hiftorian of Provence. | , 


Maximes et ‘Réflexions Morales extraites de la Bruyere. 195\Pages in 
Small 16mo. with a Preliminary Difcourfe of 60 Pages. Paris,’ 


The felection feems judicious; and ‘the editor’s and commenta- 


1 Sse 


tor’s remarks are often original and inftructive, 
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He confiders la Bruyere as a morafift, drid asa writer. As amo. 
ralift, he feems to think him inferior to Montagne and Rochefou:- 
cault; but as awriter, he places him in a/very nigh rank. 

* Sans doute la Bruyere n’a ni les elans & les traits fublimes de 
Boffuet, nile nombre, l’abondance & I"harmonie de Fénelon, ni la 
grace brillante et. abandonnée de Voltaire ; ni la fenfibilité profonde 
ce Rouffeau; mais aucun d’eux ne m’a paru réunir au méme dégré 
MS variété, Ja fineffe, & l’originalité des formes & des tours, qui 

« @tonnent dans la Bruyére.* s 
"This very variety and originality of turns, &c. was effentially res 
a oe ; » oar o <a . 

quifite for roufing and fixing the attention of his readers, , 

“Jo. Bernk. de Rofi, in Parm. Acad. publ. Ling. Orient. Prof..ac Theolog. 
“Facult. Vice-P1 afidis de Typographia Hebreo-Ferrarien/i Commentarius 

~'“Riftoricus, quo Ferrarienfes Fudaorum Editiones Hebraice, Hi/panice’, 

‘* Eufitana, recenfentur et illuftrantur ; ex Reg. Typogr. 112 pages. &ve 

* Parma, | 
“'Profeffor de Roffi poffeffes an excellent collection of many, and the 
Tearcett' works relating to Hebrew bibliograpliy, and has already diftin- 

' . guifhed bis ancommon literary knowlege by a former: publication, 

entitled Difquif de Hebraice T ypographize Originé ac Primitiis. Phe 
prefent publication’ appears to be'ftilt more inttructive and’ valitable, 
efpecially its fourth chapter, de Pentateucho’ Hebreo-Ferrarienfi ‘an. 


a fe (bibliographis omnibus incognito) ejufque variis Le@io< 
Seis, : 


Dabs... ; 
his valuable book has been republithed by profeffor Hufnagel, at 
‘Bilangen, in Germany, with feveral interefting additions, ly the 
‘Hearned author, and by the editor, in'136 pages oétavo, 


Della vera Influenza degli Afri fulle Stagioni.e Mutazxioni di-Tempo; 

sid ott pT eter di D. akon Toalde Vicentino, Prepofite della 
SS. Trinita in Padouwa, &c. Padoua. ' 

.. Anew edition of an excellent treatife on meteorology, originally 

“publithed in 177%, and now improved by feveral interefting addie 
“tidns, and additional obfervations, 7 
" Tpaité théori > pratique de la Végttation: contenant plufeurs Brpes 

Pais ean f yo Demin retioar fur T Economie wégttale, & Wii la 
Culture des Arbres. Par M. Muftel, Ancien Capitaine de Dragons, Ge. 
. a. vols. 8v0. Paris. Ric 1 & dri eeeet if ana ef all 
Thi rétical and practical work on vegetation, and efpeci: 
Pi sian of fee is founded on principles eftablithed by a 
“multitude of interefting experiments and obfervations; and con- 
“tains many hew and original thoughts, views, and di(coveries,: 

: Frfephi Calandreili, in Collegio Romano Mathefeos Profeforis, Zquilibrii 
es : Demonfiratio. 8v0. Rome. ee. 
Anew, ingenious, and rigorous demonftration of the very an- 
cient, well-known, and ufeful mechanical principle of the  equili- 
“Priam of the lever. : 

Le Genie del Architefure, ou l’Analogie de cet Art avec nos Senfations. 
28 Par mM. leGanmus de Mézieres,, Archite@e. 3vo. “Paris. — >: 
©."This fenfible arébitee&t here attempts to.trace the different ime 
-Dpeeffions. made by:the various pieces of architecture, to their: re- 

{pective fources, and from thence to deduce principles and rules fog 
< phe-conduct.and prattice of builders, 
ort. iii ee ‘MON TH- 
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“MONTHLY. CATALOGU Ey. 
Seana oh ate aeteit ala. Raided: Pode pe 
« Confolatory Thoughts on American Independence. 80. 15 
eyib see 3 Donaldfon. : oe 

HIS author endeavours to prove that a dependent trade, 

__ . as,formerly.carried.on between Great Britain. and. Ame- 
rica, feems clearly againit the intereft. of both countries... He 
obferves, that no contraét or charter will ever be able to bind 
“any nation againft its own intereft; and that it mutt be againft 
“the intereft of the Americans, if they pay more for our manu- 
‘fattures, and get lefs for their produce, than if allowed to trade 
“with other nations. He adds, that were it not fo, our right to 


_an exclufive trade would require no force to maintain it, Sup- 
“pofing that we had only two thirds.of their trade, if that pro- 


tt 
4 


portion, would exhauft all, the. manufactures which we pos 9 | 
d we 


“after ferving ourfelves: and- other European’ cuftomers, 
eould.enfure their conftant confumption to that amount ; he-ad- 
anite-that there:would be fome reafon for fecuring a dep t 
trade :«'but that, he affirms, is not ‘the cafe; for by a’ gréfs 
computation, our colonies confumed. only about a fixth ‘part’of 
all qur manufactures, which, by obliging them to take at a high 
“rate, we raife the price of the whole, both of what ourfelves 
confume, and what we fell to other nations. The confequence 
185° he*obferves, that we are’ prevented from extending ‘many 
‘branches of manufactures, which might give employment 
to millions of tradefmen, did the price of thefe ‘wares allow 
them: to ‘be ‘vendable in foreign markets, which ate at prefent 
ferved cheaper from other countries. in Europe, where money is 
of greater value, and the wages of labourers not fo high. “Thefe 
“confiderations, ‘doubtlefs, merit great attention ; but our author 
has not taken notice of the. protection which the colonies’ ¢on- 
ftantly ‘received from the parént-ffate, and which was, p . 
much more than fufficient to counterbalance any difadvantages 
arifing from the reftri@tions on their commerce. No certain con- 
clufions can. be. drawn from a partial confideration of the filb- 
ject, which: ought, .therefore,. before any. pofitive opinion is 
formed, to be inveftigated with great minutenefs. 


Tao Memorials, not originally intended for Publicaticn, now pub- 
_ difhed ; with an, Explanatory Preface; by Governor Povmalle 
Svo. 15.64. Dodfley. sw jum 
It appears that thefe two Memorials were drawn up folely for 
the ufe of his majefty and his privy-couneil; but, not meetir 
from the late minifters, with that attention which the author ex- 
petted, he has at length determined, out of ,pure: zeal:for the 
— fervice, to lay them at his majefty’s feet, in the piéfegt 
form. Wik ides 
The former Memorial relates entirely to the mode’ of -openitig 
a megociation with the colonies; and this, governor Pownall is 
Vou. LI, May, 1782. Ge -. juftly 
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juftly of opinion, might be beft effeéted by an indefinite trucee 
He affirms, from authentic information which he has received, 
that. the Americans are at this moment anxioufly. defirous of an 
accommodation with Great Britain; and he humbly offers his 
own perfonal fervices for accomplifhing that purpofe.. The lat- 
ter Memorial contains the author’s opinion of the plan. which 
eught to be adopted. by the Britifh miniftry, if an accommoda- 
- tion. with America fhould not foon take place. This plan con- 
fifts chiefly in fecuring the provinces of Quebec and Nova Sco- 
tia, which our author sae as effential for the prefervation 
of. our Weft-India iflands. Governor Pownall is, doubtlefs, 
well acquainted with the {tate and interefts of the American pro- 
vinces ; and‘it may therefore be expected, that his opinions, ra- 
mesilt fupported, will meet with the regard to which they are 
entitled. 3 att, 


The Claims of Ireland, and the Refolutions of the Volunteers, vin- 
ts dicated. 15.6d. Johnfon. 
_. The claims of Ireland being at length adjufted, they ceafe to 
be. an object of any farther political difcuffion. We, therefore, 
have only to.congratulate that kingdom on the attainment. of its 
independency ; a conceffion the more honourable to the genero- 
fity of the fish legiflature, as it was not extorted either by 
_ géts of violence or menaces, but procured by the dutiful, chongh 
urgent reprefentations, of a loyal people, that had long and pati-. 
ently fubmitted to a government exercifed with fome degree of 
feverity. : 
A View of the Hifory of Great-Britain, during the Adminifirat'on 
of Lord North, to the Second Sefion of the Fifteenth Parliament. 
Part Il, 8v0. 35. Wilkie. . 
‘This volume, which is the continuation of a former narrative, 
eommences at the time when general Gage was fent to take the 
- ‘eotmmand in America, and extends fo far ) as the capture of 
ford Corawallis’s army. fn fo recent a period of hiftory, the 
‘tranfactions are, in general, fufficiently known to the public ; 
‘and it is chiefly in matters of cpinion’or fpeculation that the au- 
thor has any opportunity of /informing his readérs. ‘This, how- 
ever, isa point, in which, though a hiflorian may difplay his 
penetration or ingenuity, he is lable, at the fame time, to be 
“Fed aftray by too much refirierment. Whether the writer now 
etore us has fallen into this error, by afcribing the diffolution 
of the parliament in 1774, to an apprehenfion in the miniftry, 
‘that their adopting coercive meafures againft America, in the 
‘kait feffion of a parliament, might have proved unfavourable at 
‘the enfuing ‘eleftions, we fhall not’ determine. We thall only 
wobferve, that the diflolution above mentioned might be the con- 
“fequence of a different motive, and one likewife as probable as 
that which is affigned by our author. : 
-~2?F his invenious’writer may alfo be miftaken, in accounting for 
the preference given by she Biisth cabinet’ to the method «of 


€Oh- 


















Mon?aie Caraioeur: - 385 
tondoding*the: war aguintt Americas ‘No minifter, he fays, 
would have: fuggetted'a merely naval blockade, or perhaps have 
chearfully concurred in efiecting it. Such a plan of conduét, he - 
alledges, would have tended too much to caufe the public good to 

preponderate over private gain. : | 
- Such infinuations as thefe, we caniiot help obferving, are tod 
wacandid to be admitted in an impartial narrative; which ought 
to ‘felate genuine tranfactions, unmixed‘ with any remarks, 
that may, with the appearance of truth, be imputed’ to preju- 


_ dite; While we make thefe reniarks on ‘our author’s opinions, 


we are ready to acknowlege, that his reprefentation of facts is get 

nerally juft, and that he has given a clear as well as intérefting 

detail of the eventful period of which he treats. | 

Soe Revolution in 1 782, 4 atoms confidered. to. 155 6ds 
) are, 

This writer is too avowedly a political partizan to be confi: 
dered as impartial. He expofes with ftudied amplification thé 
misfortunes of the: late miniftets, and already beftows on the 
prefent fuch encomiums as can only be afcertained from: longet 
exertions in the public fervice. 


A Hint to a Patriot Parliament. $vo.. 64, Debrett: 


This writer propofes, that fome mode. fhould be adopted to 
make the falaries.of the efficient minifters rife or fall. with».the 
good or bad fortune which their adminiftration might produce; 
and as the price of {tock is the criterion of both, that the three 

r cents confol. fhould regulate the guantxm of their refpedtive 
falaries. The author’s idea is; peter, better fourided in po- 
licy than in the principles of juftice ; for it is poffible, that the 
ftocks might be influenced by means entirely independent of the 
merit or demerit of minifters, 


Lucubrations during a foort Recefi. Svo.1s.6d. Debrett. 


Thefe Lucubrations, which appear to be written by a member 
of parliament, are wholly occupied with the at pre/ent fafhion- 
able political themes of national reprefentation and public eco- 
nomy. But, though the author be an advocate for a change in 
the fyftem of electing reprefentatives, he expreffes his difappra- 
bation of fhortening the duration of parliament. Annual. par- 
liaments he totally reprobates, and he thinks that even trién¢ 
nial are incompatible with a wife or a fteady government. Hig 
appeals to thofe who have ever fat in the houfe of ¢ommons, 
how little it was in their power, during the firft feffion of their 
attendance, either to be of any fervice to their conftituents, or 


‘to take any active part in the management of public affairs. He 


obferves, that whilft triennial parliaments fubtifted, the beftcon- 
‘verted. meafures were overturned, in confequence of the fre+ 
quency of new elections ; and our allies on the continent found, 
by fad experience, that triennial parliaments produced a trien- 
nial miniftry, triennial alliauces, aud a triennial goverpment. . 

: Ccz a Se 
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- A Letter to Lord Afbourton;  8vo. 1s. Debretts  -- -« 
. This letter, the author of which is Mr: Horne,’ relatés toa 
motion lately made in ‘the ‘houfe of commons, refpecting a 
change in the’ mode of reprefentation. The Letter being only 
introductory, we fhall content ourfelves with giving our-readers 
the outlines of a plan propofed by Mr. Horne for that purpofe. 
‘He has entitled it, *¢ A very hafty and very imperfect Hint, or 
Sketch, of a Plan;” and we muft confefs, that, im our opinion, 
it Merits every diminutive appellation. 

Mr: Horne’ propofes, that England and Wales fhall be di- 
vided into five’ hundred and thirteen diftricts ; that each ‘diftrit 
fhall choofe-one reprefentative ; that every male, who is a na- 
tive of Great Britain or Ireland, at thé age of twenty-one years, 
and who, at the time of eleétion, fhall have been rated for the 
{pace of the preceding year, to the land-tax, or parifh-rates, in 

ngland or Wales, at two pounds per annum, fhal] be entitled to 
vote for a reprefentative in parliament of that diftri€t in which 
he is rated. That no eleCtion for a reprefentative fhall be com- 
pleted by a finaller number of votes than four thoufand, unlefs, 
tn certain circumftances, which are afterwards mentioned. That 
every elector, at the time of giving his fuffrage, fhall pay into 
the hands of the prefiding officer, two pounds two fhillings. 
That the election thall be annual. ‘That, if at any election, 
the number of perfons voting in the diftriGt fall fhort of four 
thoufand, then all perfons in that diftrict, who are rated in it at 
twenty pounds per annum, or upwards, and who have already 
voted, fhall be entitled to give a fecond yote, paying again as 
before two pounds two fhillings. That if after this fecond poll, 
the number of votes fhall fill fall hort of four thoufand, then 
all perfons rated in the faid diftri@ at fifty pounds per annum, 
and upwards, and who have already voted in the firft and fe- 
cond poll, fhall be entitled to give a third vote, paying again as 
before two pounds two fhillings. If the number be itill deficient, 
then all perfons, who are rated at a hundred pounds, fhall be 
-entitled to give a fourth vote, paying as ibe two pounds 
two fhillings. And in like manner, if need be, afcending for 
every additional hundred pounds rated, an additional vote, pay- 
ing for every new fufirage two pounds two fhillings. Mr. Horne 
farther propofes, that every reprefentative fhall receive out of 
-the election-money paid by the eleétors, the fum of four hundred 
pounds; and that the furplus, which, at the lowe{t computation, 
would amount to four millions one hundred and four thoufand 
pounds, fhall be paid into the Exchequer. 

' Such is the plan fuggefted by Mr. Horne for enriching the 
national treafury, at the expence of the electors. To have a 
-vote at elections is at préfent confidered as a privilege of fome 
-importance ; but we believe that, under the regulations pro- 
‘poled by Mr. Horne, it would be generally regarded as not a 
-vwory defirable attamment. A change in the mode of reprefen- 

tation, has, for fome time, been a favourite’ topic among pole 
ma : tica 
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tical projeftors«.. We. fhall. not affirm; that the -conftitution is 
incapable, of amendment; but if it, really ftand in need of. alte- 
ration, furely no advantageous change can be expected from fo 
crude.a.fketch, as that which Mr. Horne has fo haftily obtruded 
upon. the public.in this, pamphlet, 


Corruption Correéied ; or, the Axe laid to the Root, Ato, 156 
: Bew. a 

A more proper title for this pamphlet. would. have, been, 
‘¢ Panegyric attempted; or,.Paint laid on. with.a Trowell.” 
The whole is a fulfome.difplay of the talents, virtues, and pub- 
lic fervices, of the, prefent adminiftration, from. the, fecretaries 
of: ftate, with whom he begins, down to the lieutenant-general 
of the ordnance! The author, by laying his axe to the top, in- 
flead of the root, as he intended, has entirely cut off the firkt 
lord of the treafury. 


Letters on Political Liberty. Svo. 15. 6d. Evans. Strand. 


This writer, follewing the example, but not exactly the idea, 
of Montefquieu, maintains a diftinction between civil and poli- 
tical liberty, . Civil liberty, he obferves, is the refult of laws 
or regulations, which define the boundaries of men’s actions. as 
citizen’ of the fame community, and leave them free within 
thofe boundaries ; while political liberty has a reference merely 
to the great divifions of the ftate, and confifts in their freedom 
from mutual encroachment. He, very improperly, however, 
diftinguifhes thefe divifions into the popular, the executive, and 
the legiflative ; by which, we prefume, he means the democray 
tical, the ariftocratical, and the regal part of the conftitution,; 
all of which are legiflative, but, except one, not executive. 
He remarks that, at the Revolution in 1688, the legiflature 
made provifions, which introduced a high degree of civil, while 
they have almoft entirely fuppreffed political liberty. We can 
not help being of opinion, that the author is miftaken in. the 
unfavourable part of this affertion. The fact is, that civil li- 
berty can neither be fecretly infringed nor violated with impu- 
nity, fo long as legal government. fubfifts; but encroachments 
on political liberty may be founded only in apprehenfion ; and 
ftrong fufpicions of this nature are the ftriking charatteriftic’ of 
the prefent times. In confequence of fuch fufpicions,’ our au- 
thor warmly afferts the expediency of cartying into effect fome 
new regulation refpecting the reprefentatives of the people, We 
are forry to find that, on this fubjeét, he facrifices fo much to 
- popular prejudice, as to affirm that it is the duty of every re- 
prefentative to be guided by the will of his conitituents, and _ 
not by his own judgment. ‘This, however frequently main- 
tained, is fuch a folecifm in politics, as, if ip all cafes really 
practicable, would not only degrade the members. of the Ie- 
giflature, but entirely preclude the exercife of their reafon in 
the fervice of the public. . 


Ces. A Peis 
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| A Political Catechifm. 80. 25. Buckland. 


The fpeakers in this confabulatory production are a father and 
fon, whofe converfation, wholly employed on polities, is main- 
tained during nine fucceffive days. ePhe fubject of each is ref- 
pectively as follows ; viz. myfterioufnefs, conffitution, adminif- 
tration, reprefentation, taxation, refponfibility, generalifiimo, 
aggrandizement, and emigration, —To teach a fon how to de- 
ferve well.of the public, was the laudable care of a celebrated 
Roman father ; but this modern parent difcovers greater anxiety 
to make his fon a proficient m politics than a worthy citizen, 
We: fhould, however, excufe his paternal foible, and even ad- 
mit that he is entitled to the praife both of faithful explanation 
and judicious remarks, did he not inculcate to his pupil fome 
maxims which favour more of popular prejudices than of found 

rinciples of government. After all, we .are ready to acknow- 

ledge, that he is a warm aflertor of, public liberty ; and that, in 
general,. he gives a juft idea of political fubjects, ee 
A Letter to Tho. Gillert, Efg, M. P. on his Plan for the better 
Relief and Employment of the Poor. 8vo. 15. Richardfon 


and Urquhart. 


This letter is written to Mr. Gilbert, in confequence of his 


_ plan for the better relief and employment of the poor. The 


quthor endeavours to fhew the uulity and expediency of efta- 
blifhing a poor-houfé in every -parifh ; and that it may not only 
be done.at ‘a fmall expence, but prove extremely beneficial both 
to the parifh and the poor. For the regulating and conducting 
of thofe inftitutions, he alfo delivers a fet of rules, which are 
doubrlefs, very proper for the confideration of every parifh. 
Thefe fubjects are followed by a comparative view of feveral poor- 
houfes ip different parts of Yorkthire and Suffolk; and by Dr, 
Stonélioufe’s receipts for making cheap and wholefome : food, 
beer, andyea®, : es ; 


so 6 SBort View of the Proceedings of the feucral Committees and 


Meetings held in,Conjequence of the intended Petition to Parlia- 
ments cin the County of Lincoln, for a limited Exportation of 
Wool. Svoe Od, Stockdale, a eae : 
The motive from which this pamphlet: appears to be written, — 
is not to decide on the expediency of grantirig the Lincolnthire 
‘petition, relative to the exportation- of wool, but only to give 
an account of the proceedings, and enumerate the various pamph- 
lets, on that fubject, The author, very candidly, forbears any 
intimation of his own opinion, any farther than as he obferves, 
that a.confiderable fall in the price of wool -muft neceffarily re- 
duce the price of land; and as land has’ been of laté either the 
mediate or itnmediate. object of taxation, fuch diminution of its 


-yalue cannot but prove extremely detrimental. He juftly res 


tharks, that, ca_one band, reftraint may operate as a private 


“wrong, and onthe other, the want of it may become a publi¢ 
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A Narrative of a fingular Gouty Gafe: with Obferwations. B 
Joba Lee, M.D. 8vo. ~ Evans. Strand. if 
We haveoften feen, with fingulat coneern, relations’ of cafes, 


- ‘which contained nothing new, and little extraordinary, repre- 


fented in the moft pompous light. This ‘cafe is of thé fate 


‘kind: a’ repelled gout, in confeqiténee of a continued’ ufe 
of bitters; falls on the neck of the bladder, and produces 


ftrangury, with a large difcharge of greenifh mucus. This dif. 


‘charge fupplies, m fome degree, the effects of a fit ; and, after 


feveral recurring inftances of its relieving languor and weaknefs, 
Dr. Lee ventured to affare his patient, that he would enjoy good 
health, when the fediment ‘ came down.’ ‘Weare told, that many 


‘eircumftances are “worthy of obférvation,” which have  béen 


frequently obférved ; and our attention is repeatedly calléd ‘on, 
when there is no extraordinary event to excite it.—This may 
feem unneceffary feverity ; we muft therefore inform Dr- Lee, 


"that the catarrhus vefice, for that is the name of the. difeafe, in 


modern ‘authors, is produced by various caufes, and, among 
others, has been frequently attributed to mifplaced gout.—It 1s 
mentioned by Hoffman, by Lieutaud, by Linnzus, and many 
other writers; but in Vieuffens, and fome of the medical jour- 
nals, fo many cafes of this kind are recited, that the prefent by 
no means deferves the epithet of fzgwiar.—tin faét, we can per- 


ceive but two motives for ¢h7s fingular performance; the one, 


to fhew that he is not totally unacquainted with the manner of 
ufing the Bath waters ; the other, that having: been honouted 
with a diploma from the college, he is (to ufe his own words) 
* their much obliged and humble fervant.’ 


PI BE BS A 
The Triumph of Liberty, and Peace with America; a Poem. to, 
25. Walker. 

This is written by a harmlefs bard, who praifes the new mi- 
niftry as well as he can, and, congratulates his countrymen on 
the profpect of an approaching peace. We heartily with that 
his predictions may be fulfilled, and that he may not have oc- 
cafion to write any more on this fubjeét. In the 26th page are 
the following lines : | Jt 

¢ Britain again fhall give fupreme command, 
Her fons united dare each hoftile foe ; 
Freedom has conquer’d, and her fav’rite land 
Again triumphant fhall the goddefs Know. 
In noble breafts one general paffion glows, 
May peace and plenty all mankind attend ; 
Honour and mercy no diftin&tion knows, 
Virtue is nature’s univerfal friend.” ” Ber 

Qur readers will perhaps be furprifed ta hear us fay that thefe 
lines gave us great pleafure ; their wonder will ceafe when we in- 
form them that they are the laft in the poem. Had we not rea 
fan.to be pleafed that we were got to the end of it? 

‘ Cea. Ts 
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The Dean and the "Squire : 2 Political Eclogue. : Humbly dedicated. 


* —° 49: Soame Feny ns, E/q. Ato. I5- 6d.:/ Debrett. 


Whether. this is. really, written by the author of the Heroic ~ 
Epiftle to Sir William Chambers (as the title-page informs us) we 


will not pretend to determine. There is certainly, however, 
that fttiking refemblance between the two pieces, which the 
children of genius always bear to each other. The performance 
before us, though nothing more than a jeu d’ef/prit, has much 
original merit, eafe of numbers, and poignancy of fatire, The 
ridicule, as we learn in the dedication, . 1s particularly pointed 
at the two firft heads of .Mr. Soame Jenyns’s Seventh Difqui- 


fition, lately publithed, which the author defires us to. perufe 
before we read his paraphrafe or burlefque of it. A dialogue 


is here fuppofed to be entered into at the .Mount Coffee-houfe, 
between Dean Tucker and Soame Jenyns, wherein they feverally 
{port their, political opinions, .which are. put into good rhyme by 


‘the writer of this.Eclogue, who thus drefles up one of Mr. Je- 
nyns’s principal topics in what he calls fafhionable metre. Our 


readers, who. recollect that paflage in the Difquifitions, where 
the author defcants fo humoroufly on the embryo itate of man, 
will not be difpleafed at the following illuftration of it. 


* For full nine months he lies in jail, 
And. what.a jail! fo little roomy, 
_. So dank, fo fultry and fo gloomy, 
Howard, who ev’ry prifon knows, 
Ne’er ventur’d there. to thruft his nofe. 
Yet there he lies, unlucky wight ! 
Depriv’d of funfhine and of fight, 
Floating in brine, like a young porpus, 
Till, by obftetric Habeas Corpus, 
The brat is pluck’d to liberty. _ 
But, tell.me,.is fuch freedom free ? 
In fwaddling cloaths he now is bound, 
That Styx, that gird him nine times round ; 
. ‘They fqueeze his navel, prefs his head, 
Feed him with water and with bread. 
Thus nine months more he lies in chains, 
And, when his freedom he regains, 
He puts it to fo bad a _ufe, 
Tis found he mutt not yet. go loofe. 
Tyrannic nurfe then claims her right 
To plague him both by day and night. 
Then grave as pope, and gruff as Turk, 
Prelatic {choolmatter, like York; 
“Thrafhes the wretch with grammar’s flail, 
“Po mend his head correéts his tail, © 
~*~“ And this with moft defpotic fury, . - 
_ ” "Heedlefs of mercy, law, and jury: tn he 
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The Dean’s anfiver to this, as defcribed by our poet, and fup- 


pofed to be extraéted from his treatife on government, is. re- 


plete with wit and’humour. But we will not anticipate the plea- 
ture of our readers in the perufal of this little poem, which, 
as well as the notes, we recommend to their iminediate ‘ate 
tention. — 


Modern Manners: in aferies of Familiar Epiftles.. 8vo. ° 25. 6d. 
_ Faulder. 

Modert Manners are, in general, fo trifling and infipid,. with 
fo little either inftru€tive or entertaining in them, that the bef 
reprefentation will, we fear, afford us no great amufement.. Thefe 
Epifties, however, apparently written in imitation of the ce- 
lebrated Bath Guide, have their fhare of poetical merit. The 
verfe paces eafily along, and fome traits of the characters de- 


-{cribed are well delineated ; as our readers will fee by the follow- 


ing defcription of lady Clackclatter, at the play. 


* As fhe enter’d the box—‘* O my dear, how you bore’us! 
So !—according to cuftom the creature’s before us ! 

Lord, my lord! I can’t think how you got here fo foon!—~ 
One would think that your lordship eat dinner at noon !”— 
«sO ma’am, check that horrid idea I pray— 

No, I always contrive to dine after the play :— ' 
But where were you laft night, you dear little rover, 

I fought for your ladyfhip all the town over ; sas A3 
By your fmiles, which I prize more than mifers their treafure”— 
«QO, my lord, at the opera expiring with pleafure— 

That Italian’s a dear little wonderful thing ! 

O that feraph !—pray when does the fifth aét begin ? 

How d’ye kill time this evening ?—you can’t ftay here long— 
For a play is as bad as an old-fafhion’d fong.”— 

** Did you hear what’s become of Mifs Pufcy Pamprinner, 
She has not been heard of fince yefterday dinner— 

To be fure there are charms in fir Toby O*Grinrer !— 

But the world lies fo faft—bring fome frefh lemonade.”— 
Does your ladyfhip go to the next mafquerade ?>— 

Do I live! do I breathe !—O I heard it for certain, 

That fir John—O ! at laft fee they draw up the curtain. 
What 3s it to night ? muft we fimper or cry ? 

Lord this place is fo hot that I’m ready to die.—~ 

What people furround us! I vow and declare, © 

One may almoft as well be at Barthol’mew fair. 

My lord! lady Charlotte !—Come, let’s difappear ; 

Though the houfe is quite full, yet there’s nobody here !’—~ 


This is a tolerable imitation of Anftey’s ftyle andymannen, 
The feventh letter, giving an account of a conwer/faxione, has a 
good deal of humour, and prefents us with a juft)ideaof what 
paffes in moft of the polite circles in this frivolous metropolis. 
The Love Epiftle (Letter X.) is -a.proof that our ingenious au- 
thos’s talents are not confined to the burlefque. This jittle vo- 
lume, 



























394 MonsnTRLyY CaTALoGvr. 


lume, 35 poetry goes at prefent, may be confidered as ne eon- 
temptible performance. | 


Pleafure: a Satire. 4toe 23% Debrett. 

This poem feenis to have been written by fome very haneft, 
well-meaning gentleman, of more honour and integrity than wit, 
humour, or genius ; without that fpirit, flrength, and poignancy 
which good fatire requires.. Fhe fagacious author obferves that, 

‘ Of man, two principles compofe the whole, 
Grofs earthly body, and celeftial foul ; = 
If dill the foul, we deem the nobler part, : 
By what chicane, what trick of reas’ning art, 
Are we perfuaded nobler to defpife, __ 

And bafer chufe, .as judg’d the better prize ? 
' JMufions ftrange miflead the wand’ring mind, 
“To vice a flave, to truth and ‘nature blind. 
¢ What can the body yield of lafting joy ; 
Mere fenfe its higheft pow’r, its low employ ? 
The tranfient feaits of fenfe are quickly o’er ; 
Each vain delight once patt, returns no more 
With pleafure, if the confcious foul deny 
Her approbation of the fleeting joy.’ 
The reader will perceive, that however indifputable thefe truths 


may be, the manner of conveying them is neither new nor 
agreeable. : 


. The Beauties of: Painting. By Polliz rove Robisfon, A.D. 410. 


2s. Robinfon. 

Mr. Pollingrove Robinfon feems to be more fkilled in paint- 
ing than in poetry: he appears té be well acquainted with 
pictures of every Kind, to know the hands of the moft celebrated 
artiits, aud able’ to defcribe and point out their feveral beau- 
ties and defects with tafte, accuracy, and precifion; and yer, 
with all this. knowlege, has produced a very cold and languid 
performance. . The fitter arts, though they refemble~ each 
other ini'the principal features and general appearance, like other 
fifters, fometimes difagree. The drefs which becomes one, 
often fits aukwardly on the other; and fubjects which charm 
us in the hands of the one, are difagreeable when executed by 
the other. The beautiful allegory of Sin and Death, which we 
read with fo much pleafure in’ Milton, makes a difguftful figure 
on the canvafs.- Fame, with her hundred mouths, may fhine 
in a poem, as a “ingenious image ; but if reprefented im a _pic- 
ture, will meet with few admirers. To the want of this proper. 
difcrithination it is perhaps owing that we canhot relifh this au- 
thor’s Beauties of Painting, A good -picture of Teniers, full of 
grotefque figures and rifible objects, well painted, will always 
afford fatisfaction to the fpectator ; but a defcription of -fuch a 
picture, as givén in the Roane lines, will have a different 
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_. $ There, you perecive amid{t that round of trees 
A ftraw-thatch’d alehoufe, turned infide out, 
A ruftic fupper fmokes upon a plank, 
A naked plank: this fellow, on a.tub; 
That, ona broken ftool, fits langhing loud ; 
Another, with his hands below his chin, 
And bony elbows on the table ftuck, _ “ 
Leans o’er and fees them eat.- Old Mopfus fings, - 
Tim guzzles, Damon and his Chloe dance 
With legs aloft, or.in unlearned fteps 
Whitk it around ; while in a corner feen, | 
Through clouds of duft, the village Orpheus fcrapes 
With all his might, his buzzing inftrument.’ 


In one part of this poem our author affumes the dictator, and 
yentures to indtruct the painter in his art, Let us. hear what he 
fays to his pupil. bes 

‘ Full in the midft, and obvious to the light, 
Your mafter figure place, that every eye 
On it fixt clofe, may view your finer art.: 
Your vulgar forms, inglerious bodies, throw 
Far in the deep’nings, or on either fide ;, 
Of th’ unobitructed picture. With deep art 
Conduét the various twinings of the veins, 
The {lender lines, th’ inferted ligaments, 
. The knittings, joints, and every changing nerve.’ — 
¢ — Heads with their members, members with their heads, 
All with the trunk, and each trank with itfelf, | 
And all with all, muft due proportion keep, 
With ftricteft enquiry find out the modes, 
The air, the dreds, the manners, ev’n the forms 
Of diff’rent nations.’ | 


Thefe may be very proper inftructions for a young painter ; 
but the verfes are flat, coarfe, and profaic. | 
' After deferibing fome of the fineft works of the ancient painters, 
our author exclaims, | 
*“ Shew me the works refin’d of Vinci’s art, 
His watchful ftrokes, and his terfe colouring. 
Shew Michael’s lofty genius, Raphael's fire, 
And Jintoret and Paul and ‘Vaga too, 
With the Baffani, Caracci, Guido, Titian, 
Corregio, Zampieri, Vandyke, and thou 
His mafter Rubens! with the Teniers join 
Holben and Durer.’— : 


Is this a poem, or a catalogue of painters ?—As Mr. Pollin- 
grove Robinfon has remarked, and we have already been 
thoufand times told, 7 
‘ “The painter like the poet muft be born 
By nature’s only gift.’ Be a 
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Whether by nature’s gift, Mr. Robinfon is a painter or not, 
having never feen any of his pictures, we cannot pretend to de- 
termine: certain it is, however, that he-was not dorm a poet. 


Ferfes on Sir Fofbua Reynolds’s Painted Window at Nezw-College, 
‘Oxford. gto. 1s. Dodfley. 

There is merit in thefe complimentary Verfes to Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds, as our readers will find by the following {hort extrac 
rom thems — ' : : 

¢ ——. when I view thy chafte defign, 
The juft proportion, and the genuine line ; 
Thofe native pourtraiturés of Attic art, 

That from the lucid furface feem to ftart ; 
Thofe tints, that fteal no glories from the day, 
Nor afk the fun to lend his ftreaming ‘ray ; | 
The doubtful radiance of contending dies, + 
That faintly mingle, yet diftinétly rife ; 

Twixt light and fhade the tranfitory ftrife ; 

The feature blooming with immortal life: . 
The‘ ftole in cafual foldings taught to flow, 

Not with ambitious ornaments to glow ; 

The tread majeftic, and the beaming eye 
That lifted fpeaks its commerce with the fky : 
Sudden, the fombrous imagery is fled, 

Which late my vifionary rapture fed : 

‘Thy powerful hand has broke the Gothic chain, 

- And brought my bofom back to truth again ; 
Fo truth, by no peculiar tafte confin’d, 

Whofe univerfal pattern {trikes mankind ; 

‘To truth, whofe bold and unrefifted aim 
Checks frail caprice, and fafhion’s fickle claim ; 
To truth, whofe charms deception’s magic quell, 
And bind coy fancy in a ftronger fpell.’ 


Thefe lines, efpecially the eight. laft, are natural, eafy, and 
harmonious. The author, who is probably a member of fome 
college in Oxford, modeftly informs us, in an advertifement pre- 
fixed, that ‘ this piece was not defigned for the prefs, and would 
not. have appeared in public, if it had not been incorreétly cir- 
culated in manufcript.’ After fuch an acknowledgment, any fe- 
verity.of cenfure .on the unfinifhed parts: would be unpardon- 
able.. We have only therefore to recommend to the ingenious 
writer a revifal and correction, in cafe the public fhould demand 
a fecond edition. | 
4n Elegiac Poem: in different Meafures; without Rbime, 410. 

: Lae 1s. 6d. Faulder. | : | 

To this poem is prefixed the following fingular dedication. 

* To the memory of an amiable and virtuous wife: her 
difconfolate hufbind humbly offers this grateful. proof of his fin- 
cere affection.’ | iat. 
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‘The verfes may in confequence be confidered not.as. the mer® 
efforts of art and genius, but rather the. ditates.of nature, and 
the overflowings of an afflicted. heart, labouring under real dif- 
trefs. Like other overflowing:, there is indeed rather too much 
of them, and efpecially towards the conclufion, where the huf- 
band’s feelings diminifhing, the poet fucceeds, and the orna- 
mental and defcriptive take place of the. fetious and pathetic. 
There are, notwithftanding, efpecially in the beginning of the 
poem, fome paffages naturally and forcibly expreffed, amongft 
which is the following addrefs. 


‘ To gentle fouls will I dire& my fong, 
And breafts where tender Pity rears her itn s 
For they will liften, they will fympathife ; } 
Whilft hearts more rugged may reject my lays, : > 
And fcorn the plaintive language of Diftrefs : 
But you, whofe eyes difdain not to declare 
The inward feelings of a gen’rous mind ; 
Drop, for Compatffion’s fake, one tear with me ¢ 
For in a dark and fatal hour I loft aye 
My life’s companion, trueft, deareft friend ! 
As when the rofe, firft op’ning to the fun, 
Is cropt by ruftic hand, and fades e’er noon ; 
So, in the bloom of youthful innocence, 
My charming Anna bow’d her lovely head 
To Death untimely, and an early grave.’ ‘ 


There is great fmoothnefs of numbers, joined to an uncom- 
mon delicacy of fentiment, in thefe lines, as wellias in-many 
others that are to be met with in this very agreeable perform- 
ance. The poem, we may obferve, is without rhyme, and in | 
different meafures ; peculiarities which, in. our opinion, are no iy 
recommendation to it, as-rhyme in fuch good hands, and a 
confinement to a particular metre, would perhaps have rendered | 
the whole more uniform, and more harmonious. | : 


Monody, on the Death of John Thurlow, Efg.  4tow 18 | 
| | Baldwin. , | 
Odes are, in general, very dull; and monodies, of all odes, 
the dulleft, This, however, is an exception : it is well written, 
and feems to breathe the genuine effufions of an honeft and grate- 
ful heart. Add to this, that the excellent character of the‘late 
Mr. Thurlow abfolves the poet from all fufpicion of flattery or in- 
juftice. The following lines are eafy and natural; 
¢ Ah me! how oft doth pride in fev’rith dream 
Of grandeur, feek a fhadowy worth . 
From the long, pageant line of titled birth. 
O fool! to deem 
That fterling merit places its dear name 
In borrow’d honours, and reflected fame,” 
Inevery age andclime 


The wifg and good are nobly born.” » 
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"We do not remember to have feen the fentimerit conveyed it 
the two laft lines, which is nota néw one, more fimply or-ele- 
gantly exprefled. ‘The author’s apoftrophe to the memory of 


his beloved Laura has likewife no inconfiderable fhare of. the 


true pathos. 3 


* Friend of my life—farewell ! 
_ Vain our fond grief; our wifhes vain. 

Yet fancy oft on trembling wing fhall dare 
- To feek thy fhade in death’s pale reign, 
Thence, onward trace thee to the fun-bright air 
Breath’d by immortal fpirits.—O if there © 
‘Thou meet my Laura’s angel-form—even here 
On earth an angel-form—then truly tell 

That itill this faithful heart holds dear 

Her pureft breaft, where lov’d to dwell 

The gentle virtues, ftill the tender tear 

Mourns her fad lofs ; tho’ humbly hop’d the hour 

When time, and pain, and forrow fhall be o’er, 
When fprings th’ eternal morn, and death hall part no more.” 


The poem fhould have ended here, “T’he conclufion is rather 
aukward and abrupt. 


Ryno and Alpin, a Poem. 4to. %5.6d. Swift and Son. 


This poem, we are informed, is taken from the Erfe language, 
and in the Erfe language jt had better have remained, as it re- 


. fle&s no honour on the author, who knows fo little of the Englith 


tongue, as to make * glows a verb active, to ufe dark inftead of 
darken, and to exprefs a happy change of fortune by the un- 
poetical word mutation. 'Thefe are fome of the leaft of the glaring 
faults in this very puerile performance; from which, in tender 
nefs to its parent, we fhall niake ho farther quotations. We 
never with, whiere there are any apparent marks of tafte and 
genius, to difcourage young men by the feverity of our ftrice 
tures; but when they feem to write invitd Minerva, to flatter 
them into'a falfe opinion of their abilities, would be an injury 


‘to themfelves, as well as injuftice to the public. We would 


therefore advife the young author of this poem to tranflate no 
more tales out of the Er/e language, till he is better acquainted 
with Bis own, | 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Letters of the late Lord Lyttelton. Vol. Il, Small8vo 25. 6d. 
boards. Bew. : 


| On the publication of this fecond volume, an advertifement was 
inferted in the papers by the exequtors of the late lord Lyttel- 





* P. >, * The fun near op'ning glows the chilling gale.” 
P. 18. “Soon was dark’d that funthine of the mind.’ 
P.22. * Ohbeav’ns that fend my mifery relief, 

St Lengthen old age, mutation to enjoy.” 
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ton, declaring this collection of Letters, afcribed to his lordthip, 
to be a {purious work.—The truth of this advertifement has never 
fince that time been controverted by the publifher of the. Let+ 
ters, which are confequently given up as /purious, and mut 
be confidered in that light by the public: it only therefore 
remains with us to determine the imtrinfic merit of this -fe- 
cond picture of lord Lyttleton, drawn by the fame unknown 
hand as the former, ‘Fhough literary frauds of this, and ine 
deed of every kind, can never meet with our approbation, we 
muft, at the fame’ time, do: the author the juflice to acknowlege 
that the fac mile in both the copies is very ingenioufly executed. 
The colours, however, of that which is now before us are fainter 
and lefs vivid than in the firft. His lordfhip’s character does 
not appear in this volume to be fo well fuftained: the Letters 
are, in general, on lefs interetting fubjects, and the ityle is not 
fo clear and brilliant as in the former volume. There are, not- 


_withftanding, fome amufing and well-written paflages in them, 


which may afford an idle reader fome entertainment. | And 
amongit. thefe, the following defcription of the office and em- 
ploy ment of her Majefty’s Maids of Honour, is one of the beft *. 

¢ The dowager lady Townfhend, as you well know, divides 
the human fpecies into men, women, and h-——-— ; and whereis 
the crime, if I parody on her ladythip’s logic, and apply ‘it to 
the divifion of her majefty’s houfehold into men, women, and 
Maids of Honour. Nor will ic be difficult to juftify this new 
line of diftinétion, if we confider the peculiar offices which com- 
pofe the duty, and the fingular privileges which reward the fer- 
vice of thefe courtly virgins. 

¢ To make up, at leait, two court fuits in ayear; to dance as 
many court minuets in the fame fpace ; to fidle, on days of duty, 
through the prefence-chambers, at the tail of a royal proceffion ; 
to take her place in an eftablifhed corner of the drawing-room ; 
to fay Yes, sir, or No, Sir, and courtefy, when fhe is noticed 
by the king; to fay Yes, Madam, and No, Madam, and 
courtefy, when the queen does her the fame honour; to 
make an occafional one of fix large hoops in a royal coach, 
and to.aid the languor of an eafy party in a fide-box at 
a royal play ; compofe the principal labours of a maid of ho- 
nour’s lite. —But they are not without their rewards,— A miode- 
rate falary, and a thoufand pounds when mifs pets an hufband ; 
an apartment ina palace, and I ‘believe, a dinner from a royal 
kitchen ; in the rotation of fix weeks, a feven-days poffeffion of 
a royal coach, a royal coachman, and a fhabby pair of royat 
horfes, for the purpofe of fhopping in the city, paying diftant 
vifits, alring in the King’s road, and the being fet down at the 
very gate of Kenfington gardens, while women of the firft fa- 
fhion are obliged to trip it o’er an hundred yards of greenfward 





* See Letter XXXVII. p. 37. 
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between their coaches and the place of admittance; to take 
place of baronets daughters; to go to plays, operas, and ora- 
torios, gratis; to have phyficians without fees, and medicines 
without an apothecary’s bill; to chat with lords and groomsof 
the bedchamber around the fire of an antichamber; to ftroke 
the beardlefs face of a new-made page ; and, perhaps, to ree 
ceive an heir-apparent’s firft effort at flirtation ; conftitute the 
various privileges of a maid of honour.’ 


Supplement to the Origin of Printing. 8vo. 16d Nichols. 


This publication contains three. letters on the origin and firft 
inventors of printing in England, particularly on the {tory pub- 
lifhed in 1664, by Richard Atkyns, efq. relative to Frederick 
Corfellis, who is faid to have been brought over from Harleim 
in Holland, and to have fet up a printing-prefs at Oxford, in 
the reign of Henry VI. that‘is, fome time before the year 1459, 
and at leaft ten years before there was any printing in France, 
Spain, Italy, or Germany, except at Mentz. 

The firft letter is from Dr. Ducarel to Mr. Meerman, the ce- 
lebrated author of the Origines Typographice, in 1760.—The 
defign of this letter is to prove, that what Mr. Atkyns has ad- 
vanced concerning the Lambeth record, from which the ftory of 
Corfellis is. fuppofed to be taken, is a mere fiction ; that what 
Ant. Wood, Palmer, Bagfordy and others have faid concerning 
this foreign printer, is taken from Atkyns, who had an intereft 
in propagating the ftory; that the pretended record was never 
known in the former, nor produced in later times; and, in a 
word, that there never was fuch a printer in this kingdom as 
Frederick Corfellis. 

The two following letters are from Mr. Meerman to Dr. Du- 
carel; and the purport of them is to thew, that itis very impro- 
bable, that Atkyns would attempt to invent fuch a ftory, or 
forge fuch a record; that there was no doubt of its authenticity 
at that. time; that its not exifting at prefent in the library at 
Lambeth may: be eafily accounted for, books and papers having 


- been frequently detached from libraries, and loft by various ac- 


cidents ; andahat many things occur in this relation, which co- 

incide with other teftimonies, in a very remarkable manner. 

.. "The remaining letters in this collection are, one on the early- 
inted books, preferved at Harleim, tranfcribed from the’Har- 
ian MSS, and:two from the late Dr. Taylor, relative to the 


‘Paris Bible, the Cambridge MS. of the Gofpels and Atts given 


Beza, and the Codex Claromontanus at Paris. 
. Tothefe Letters the accurate and ingenious editor has fubjoined 
fome occafional remarks. 7 
This and the former part compofe a valuable treatife on the 
grigin of printing. : 
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